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To the impartial Reader, +4 


Think. it ts ſo, I verily beleeve it 1s ſo, many. 

men have ana do ſay it ts ſous no ſufficient ground 
for true faith or worſhip ; for this plea all falſe 
worſhippers ever have had, and at this day have 
for all their ſeveral beleefs and worſhips. The 
man Micha having got himſelf a molten and a 
graven images he thought ava ſa;d, Nowl know 
thac thy Lora will doc me gooa, ſeeing Thave a 
Levice robe my Prieit, to perform for Im the 
wo:ſÞ1p pertaining to rhoſe his Gods, Judg.17. 
the like or greater confidence had the Iſraelites ws 
the Queen of Heaven; as appears, ſer. 44. The 
words ( ſaid they ro the Prophet jeremy ) that 
thou hatt ſpoken ro us in the name ofthe Lord, 
we will nor doe ; but we will certainly do that 
thing that goerh our of our own mouth, to 
burn incenſe ro the Queen of Heaven, andrto 
pour our drink-ofterings unto her, ( their rea- 
ſons follow : ) As we, our fathers, our Kings» 
and our Princes have done) 1n the Cities of Ju- 
dah, and in the {ſtreets of Jeruſalem : for then 
we had plenty of Victuals, and were well, and 
ſaw no evil ; bur fince we left off thats we have 
wanted all things , and have been conſumed 
with the {word and with famine. Oar forefa- 
thers were as conficent ( as the Church of Rome 
is at this day) that by force of theſe words (hoc 
elt Meum corpus) prozonzced by a Trieft » 4 
piece of bread was converted into the real Body of 
the Lord Jeſus (brit. 1s maticrs of faith and 
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To the Reader. 
worſhip, we muſt neither truſt taour own thoughts, 
nor to the opimons nor praftiſes of any ot hers ; for 
thoſe Scriptures and our own experiences ſtrut 
2 12 this knowledge, that things of this nature 
cant be concluded to be ſo, becauſe that we our 
ſelves ard others doe jndge them to ve ſo. 

Further certainty therefore muſt of neceſſity 
be had, if we wil! either acquit our ſelves from the 
danger of Idelatry, or be ofſ1 ured that our worſhip 
z5 of God, or hath his acceptation 3 whatſoever 
in worſhip is nor of faithsis fin : azdrhe ground 
of faith muſ* be a5 certain as God himſelf, or elſe it 
can be 0 {rre evidence betwi.xt God and man 5 for 
though farch be an evidence of things not ſeen, 
Tet fanh it ſelf that is the coiderce muſt be ſeen, 
or elſe that evidence canbe no evidence at all : for 
beizin unſeen, it can be no more an evidence of the 
things unſern, then thoſe unſeen things are of it © 
now this certainty rove can aivebur God himpelf; 
or ſuch a Miniſters whom he {tall ſend 'to reveat 
his wilt, azd b; ts power give aſſurance thereof. 

7 hat the Scripryres ſhould perform this , it is 
7mpoſjibley they being bur a Hiftory themſelves, 
made ſubject to be altered by the wills of men, were 
never hxows to be atteſted by Gods are ackaow- 
ledged on all hands ts be corrupted de facto» and 
no wfailihle rae given to diſtinoniſh thoſe corrip- 
trons from the [onnd part of them + Moreover) 
the p11: fr, of Chriſtian Religion being not ford 
zn thera it corel hitherto in no ag? be certaialy 
determines from them. Befrdesxthey themſclues 

' 12 thar infallibility 7s encly to be kad by the 
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"To the Reader, 

trons; and therefore fath and worſhip upon #0 0- 
ther ground, Mar. 16. 15516> 17, 185 20. Heb. 
2« 33 4+ Joh. 15. 225 24. and to the intext that 
menſhould adhere tothe Miniſter Y, they are de- 
ciphered ont to ws by ſuch wfallible marks, that 
thereby they may be known from all other, whom 
we are tang ht to reel as perſons off eaſrue to Gods 
and moſt hurtful to mankind. 

Yet notwithſt andingain all other things an error 
or miſtake incurs no danger of Gods diſpleaſure 
( as a falſe faith and worſhip deth) and inthoſe 
things more eſpecially which are ſo apparently 
good ard behooful for our pratiice 1a the nature of 
them, and ſo truly of God, that they require no 
further evidence for their juſtifications then that 
which they bring with themz ſuch as 1s that gene- 
ral rule of a Chriſtian life : Whatſoever yee 
would tnat men ſhould doe to yous the ſame 
co ye to them, for this 1s the Law and the Pro- 
phers ; with all other particular vertues, as hu- 
mility, gentleneſs, loag-ſufferimgs PAHENCEs MEYCY 
and compaſſionowhich makes us like unto our Heas 
veuly Father, they are to be acknowledged as of 
great uſe, and their inſtruftion endeatiored after 
tothe &d that thereby wemay be 12ade his chil- 
dren, Mat. 5. Luk. 6. ad that being made like 
wats him, 1 the ead of our lives we may cheerſul- 


ly commit our ſelves into his hands, as into the 


g 
hands oa merciful Creator. 

And thus, Reader, thon haſt the ſum of my 
intention 18 this diſcourſe ; wherein if 1 have 
farled( As it's poſſible 1 may )1 refer Wm) ſelf to the 
mdement of abler underſtandings, to be better 1 


formed 


OT Ln 


To the Reader. 
formed; though 1 do profeſs 1 am not privy to any 
error hereia committed; #or apprehenſive of the 
leaſt pre:udice that can come to any; but of much 
profit to all; if rightly uaderſiood and embraced, 
Ana therefore if any ſhall make exclamation a+ 
garrſt me as an enemy to Religion, Tſhall greatly 
ſaſpett rhem to be guilty of that weakzeſs and ſu- 
perſtition charged upon Niicha im the 1 8, Chap.of _. 
Judges, 3»ho made a hideous outcry againſt the 
Danites for raking away his gods, when as all the 
wrong they did himyvas their takingaway from hin 
bis kaaviſh Prie$t his molten and graven Image of 
which hz would never have ſb complained, had ot. 
a decerved heart turned him ſo aſia, that he could 
not deliver bis Soul, tor diſcern the lie in hz: r1ght 


hard, Ifa. 44. 20 Farewel. KK; Þo 
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P- e 8, line 32. for deceived in, read diſcovercd in. p.9. 1.9. 
f. c On FICUGUS oft r. CON{CIENTIOUS Of. Þ. 12.1. IS. jo Means 

becn #7. means have b=en. p- 16. 1:9. f. word their x. woid 
from their. p.17. /., 14. f. x polite wr, Apoltles are in.p. 17. t. 
I3.f.a weak piemiſes ry. weak Premiſes.p.24- /. ult. f. hearing re. 
Jearning. p.2%. /, lo. f; were brietly ry, are therein ſometimes but 
briedy.p-59-4-13.j.which evil Government yr, which Government. 
p.65.1. C6. j. that this 1sr.this is. p. 67. 1. 22. fo WAS CVET To WA3 
Taere ever.p.f8.1.7. j.by the Duttiine r.by this Doctrine .p.t8./. 
27. f.gcneral we r. general nation we. p. 68. 1, 3o. j-yer mult be 
more r- yet to tzem more. p.C3.1.IT. f. thoſe trac 7. the true. p. 
Eg.1.28.f. faith Chriſt ſhall ». taith Le ſhall. p. 72.1. 10. f. did at 4 o 


7. did ct.82.1.3.f.us except r. us? For except. f-93-,. 34-t-deli- 


ve.cd them yr. deliver them. p. 54. 1. 18. jor,and preach tone ». M 
and whar though they preach ſume. p. $5. 1. 28. jor, all thete r. 

all thoſc.p. of. 1.24,j.God as it ought to be yr. Gui ont ro bee 15 
po} .i.zp.f.and writteny. and approuved. p.5.1.20. fe how 15 1Þ, Fs 
7. how was It-f.94e. 24.}. the Curiits r. the CHNurcies.p. 190-19. 1} 

3 EPI 3s F + as > ; a 4 > ir, ant» y, 172 . 
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WmOre retor*:p-104.4.13. f-vriform the Law r. Piekerve Ul 
F-1c0,4. 9.f. Pies Gave 'y. Pinot; thy. P-1TTL, {. 6. MmoOutRs tial 
7. incuthss they knew Uiat.i-£12.25.1, 1. thei inal ry the £8 
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Here came lately to my hands, A Sheet 
f tor the Miniſtery ; axd ſrce that, a ſe- 
md Sheer of the ſame nature, written b 
lr, Baxter of Kederminſter : They aye i 
reral a defence for the Miniſters of the whole 
» lniftian world, againſt all ſuch as deny their 
" V-liniftery 43:4 Dotzrine to be of Chriſt. The 
lniſters 19ſtituted by Chriſt, he ſaith, were 
lyftles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors, and 
uchers 5 the firſt of theſe, viz. Ap:ſtles, Pro- 
 tets, Evanzeli{ts, be ſaith, aye ceaſ?d ; the 
liter, VIZ, Paſtors and Teachers, of which 
Junber ad order bimſelf and the Miniſters of 
[tr whole Chriſtian world are, were by Chriſt 
Flutzaued, aid are to contiiine to the end of the 
Inrld, This 1tiiſtery is to be known bythe 
probation of the Magiſtrate, and of the peo- 
i»where they Preach : thetr DaFrine 16 to be 
Fmcerued as the woras of Chriſt, having been 
\onfirmed long ſince by Miracles, which betng 
ſed, Tradition 15 the Rule gruen by God 
il know his word by : this Mtniſtery by 
the apporatment of Chriſt, 4 to be maintain- 
- al by Tythes, All men that Apoſtate from this 
Miniſtery, in the name of the Lord, from the 
| Scriptures, he pronounceth accurſed, as ent- 
| mes of Chriſt, Al which ſhall be briefly exa- 
'mized and anſwered. 


A 2 Mr, Baxt. 
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To the Reader. 

formed 5 thoagh 1 ao profeſ. s 1 am uot privy to any 
error hereia committed; or apprehenſive of the 
leaſt pretndice that can come to any; but of much 
profit to all; if rightly uaderſt o0d and embraced, 
7 therefore if any ſhall make exclamation a- 
gainſt me 45 anenemy to Religion, Tſhall greatly 
ſuſpett rhem to be guilty of that weakzeſs and ſu- 
perſt iti0n charged upon Micha 72 the 1 8. Chap.of 
Judges, 2s made a hideous outcry againſt the 
Danires for taking away his gods, when as allthe 
wrong they did himywas their takingaway from him 
his knaviſh Priest his molten and graven I mage;of 
which hz would never have ſb complamed, had pot. 
a deceived heart turned him ſo aſide, that he could 

not deliver kis Soul, wor diſcern the lie in his r1ght 


hand, If. 44-20. Farewel. R. B. 
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P-* e 8. line 32. for deceived in, read diſcovercd in. p.9. 1.9. 
j- C ON F1CUUUS Ut r. CONLCLENTIOUS Of p. 12.1, IS. fo Means 
becn 7. means have been. p- 16. 1:9; f. word their r. woid 
from their. p17. /., 14. j. Apoſtles i r, Apoſtles are ':1.p. 17. . 
13. f.a weak piemiſes yr. weak Premiſes. p.24- 1. Ult. f. hearing re 
learning. p.25. /. Io. f. were brietly r. are therein ſometimes but 
briedy.p.59-4-13.j.which evil Government r. which Government. 
p-65.1. re. }. that this 1s 7.this is, p. 67. 1. 22. fo Was CVET To Was 
THere eVer.p.£8.1.7. j.by the Duttiine r. by this Doctrine .p.t3./. 
27. }.general we r., general notion we. p. £8. 1. 3o. j-yer mult be 
more r. yet to them more. p.63.1.1r. f. thoſe trac ry. the true. p. 
69.1.28.f. ſaith Chriſt ſhall y. faith Le ſhall. p. 72.1. 10. f. did at 
7. did of.82.1.3.f.us except r. us? For EXCepL. P93. 34+7-dcli- 
ve.cd them yr. deliver them. p. $4. 1. 18. for,and- preach tome 7. 
and whar though they preach ſume. p. 85. 1 28+ jor, all thee 7. 
all thoſc.p. 6. 1.24.j.God as ir ought to be ry. Gu onmNEtTtO De 
P.o).i.3p.j.and writtenr. and approved. p.5:.1.20. j. huw 15 Il, 
7.how was it-p.94-/.24.f. the Chiifts r. the Churcites. pg. 1207-19 
tor Jurt DivinmT. F #85 D.ivinun, p.IOL HE, j.d © remote Y..2:C 
WOTE TEN:OT2.PÞ-I04el. 13, felt form the Law r. p:elerve thc Laws 
F-100,1.9.f. Pics have r. Pilett: th.y.p lit. 1. £. muutys tat 
7, mouth ss they knew Uhat.i-112.26.1, i. their mal r, the au 
&f ULioli Hale , : 
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Here came lately to my hands, A Sheet 
F for the Miniſtery ; azd frace that, a ſe- 
pd Sheer of the ſame nature, written b 
(lr, Baxter of Kederminſter : They aye #2 
meral a defence for the Miniſters of the whole 
wiſti4z world, againſt all ſuch as deny thezr 
Wintftery azd Dotirine to be of Chriſk, The 
Wniſters 1nſtituted by Chrift, he ſaith, were 
luſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors, and 
uchers 5 the firſt of theſe, viz, Ap'ſiles, Pro- 
(ſets, Evangeli{ts, he ſaith, are ceaſed ;, the 
ltter, Viz, Paſtors and Teachers, of which 
unber and order bimſelf and the Miniſters of 
Jt: whole Chriſlian world are, were by Chriſt 
(lantiaurd, and are to continue to the end of the 
mrld, This 1tiwftery is to be known by the 
| yprobation of the Magiſtrate, and of the peo- 
fewhere they Preach : thetr Dorine 16 to be 
rervedas the words of Chriſt, having been 
lonfurmed long ſince by Miracles, which betng 
traſed, Tradition 15 the Rule g1yen by God 
to know his word by : this Mtniſtery by 
the apporatment of Chriſt, 16 to be maintain- 
- el by Tythes, All men that Apoſtate jrom this 
 Miniſtery, in the name of the Loyd, from the 
| Scriptures, he pronounceth accurſed, as ene- 
| mes of Chriſt, All which ſhall be briefly exa- 
' mined and anſwered. 


A23 Mr. Baxt. 
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Mr. Baxters Def zone in 1 oh 


two ſheets, what it ts. 


eAul among tne Prophets, arid 
S Saul g0INg 7 Amnanias tO receive 

J of him his fights and be filled ith 
the Holy-Gnoſt, were matter of 
oreat wonder 1n thoſe dayes ; and 


| | fach ro me almoſt is Mr. Richard 
Baxter ar this time, apologizing for rne Mini- 


Rery of rhe whole Chriſtian world. Lora, ſaith 
Anamias » T1 have heard by many how much evil 


this man hath done to thy Saints that are at Jeru- | 


falem ; ſolikewife I have heard by many, how 
much rage and bitterneſs he nath exerciſed to- 


wards this Mimittery ( for whom he now * 


pleadeth ) thar worſhip and call upon God ac- 
cording to the knowledge they have of him ( as 
he himſelf doth ) thi oughour the Chrithan 
world : and therefore as the people of Damaſ- 

raz were amazed to hear Sax! preach rhe Do- 
Ctrine that before he de{troyed ; even foam! 
at this practice of cr. Baxters : and as there 
was great joy amonelt the Chriſtians in Damaſ- 

cx for the converſion of Saul, fo may the Mt- 
nilters of all ſorts rejoyce for this of Mr. Bax- 
zers ; bur yer there will be found a great diffe- 

rence berwixrt theſe two perſons. : Saul the 
Phatiſee being rightly inſtructed himſelf, like a 
, 200d man full of finceriry, was ſtrengthened 


* and increaſed in his practiſe of preaching dayly; 


where- 


-= | 


: G 


[age 


by 


Wa C——_— 


(s) 
whereas Cre. Baxter, as It 15to be ſuſpeRted, 
T js bur pro rempore, atthe beſt, like unto the 0- 
ther Saul amonelt the Prophets, a little while 
to ſerve his own ends, to make a preſent advan=- 
age againlt ſome perſons whom he hath a de- 
fone to render od10us and afterwards like un- 
eive (1 King Sant» become the ſame man again 
With he was before. What Mr, Baxter an Apolo- 
r of | g2er forehe Minitters, for the whole Miniftr 
20, | #ichour diſtinction ! rruly Sir I ftand in doubt 
{of you. Sax/ to hide his hypocritie from Samy» 
| /in another caſe, carriedas fair with himz as 
you doe here with the Miniſters, and yet was 
diſcovered ; andeven to are you already, elſe 
1 what means rhe bleating thar I hear from you 1h 


| and 


® your ſheers again(t the Popiſh and Prelarical 
1 | Miniſtery,the greatelt part of that Miniſtery for 
yy mom pretendedly you Writ ? rhe Scripture 
' | cels us, there were ſome that preached Chriſt 
. | f envy and ſtrife, thereby intending to adde 

fictions co Pan!'s bonds ; 1 cannot accuſe 


you for preaching Chrilt, I think therein you 
ace clear enough ; but whetiter 1h this writing 
or nat , you have not purſyed their wicked 
d&ſigne, racher then To declare your own unh- 
dflanding, as in the fight of God, for the 
good of men; ler your own ceniciehce ſpeak, 
and thoſe that know yon and your principles; 
- Fiich heresfcer ſhall be ſer before you, = 


"% Po 2 


a _ 


eAll that call themſelves Chrijts c Aims 
ters, Are ant to be taker for ſuch, 


| But what re thoſe Malignanes that you 
A-3 Come 


*D 
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name of the Lord you pronounce the ſentence 
of deſtruction againt ? they are the open pro- 
fane that hate you for ycur Works ſake, and 
falſe hearted profeſſors that turn fiom your Mi- 


niftery, and per{wade others thereto: Sheet 1, 


page I. 

Anſw. 
ven by you to doe as you charge them ? That 
{hall appear. The Spirit of God, as the Serip- 


ture informs us c1d foretel, that falſe Prophers | 


and grievous wolves ſhould ariſe, that ſhould de- 


cerve the people, and not ſpare the flock: Matt. | 
24+ 24525 2 Pet. 2.152. Act. 20. 30. 2 Tim. | 


3. 67 


Some of rhem are deſcribed to be ſuch, as 


ſhould lead filly women ( or weak credulous 
people) captive > whom they ſhould be al- 
wayes reaching , and never bring in to the 
knowledge of the truth ; others, that for filthy 
Iucre ſhould make merchandize of mens Souls, 
Jadz. Another ſort are declared to be ſuch) as 


complaine of, and what 1s their Gn, that in the | 


And have they nor juſt cauſe oj- | 


ſhould apply themſelves to ſerve and pleaſe the. * 
luſts and humors of a worldly people , that ' 


(could nor, or ) would nor abide ſound Do- 
Etrine, 2 Tim. 4. 3- Others , ſuch that for 
profit and advantage, ſhould have the perſons 
of men in admiration. Another ſort; ſuch that 
ſhould be turned from the truth, and turned 
unto fables, 2 Tim.4. 4. Beſides divers others; 
Which they that read the Scripture may take no- 
tice of ; of all which we are forewarneds tO 
the end, that we ſhould nor ſuffer our ſelves to 
be deceived by them : Behold ( faith Chriſt ) / 


have 


N the Jlwve told you before, Mat. 24. 25. that being 
ence ore-warnedz you ſhould be fore-armed. And 
pro. Jiterefore one that ſhall come and call himſelt, 
ang Jorchac others ſhall call a Miniſter of Chriſt, is 
Mi- Jaot preſently ro be. received, or eſteemed for 
& 1, Jluch> leaſt of all when we ſee ſo many amongtt 
Jus clearly charaQtered out, in the propheſies 
of. Fhefore cred; bur according as St. Par adviſed - n 
ſhat | Tmorhy > Wwe mult try them. And that chis 
rip- { praQtice of rryal is a general duty incumbent up- 
hers | mall men,cannnot be denyed, who are exhort= 
ae. Jedto try the Spirits, for that many falſe Sp1-. 
tt, | iitsareentred into the world ; to rry all things» 
] thar we may hold faſt that which is good : and 
| the Church inthe Revelations, Chap. 2. 2. 1s. 
as | highly. commended, for trying thoſe thar ſaid 
us | they were Apoſiles, and were not. And if this: 
l- | lberty of tryal ſhould nor be allowed, ir. would 
e | come to paſs, that like as ſome men formerly 
y | received Angels at unawares in the ſhapes of 
» | metzwe in theſe aur dayes ( which 1s too fre=- 
5 | quenttoallrhar will ſee ). may at unawares res 
. ! ceive falſe Prophets and falſe Teachers, under: 
 ! themask anddiſeuiſe of Chriſts Miniſters... And VIQ 
it is againſt all reaſon that any man ſhould be *F 
\ required ro refigne up himſelf and his whole 13 
underſtanding, tothe inftru&tion and guidance 
of another, before he be infallibly afſured, that 
he ſhall not by him be miſguided . to his preju-, 
; dice. What ! rhat a man ſhould pur out his 
; Own eyes, tobe led by him rhar hath none ; or 
retayning his own fight, ſhould ſuffer himſelf 
tobe led by him that is blinde ; or by him nar. 
bath his eyes, bur wanting a goodconſciences.: 
A A | will 
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will aaflezd him any Ways though to his ruine, 
for his own advantage ; and are there not now 
known tobe amonelt us all t:eſe ſorts of Mi- 
nifters; and each of "chem clayming to be our 
ouides » ſome of them men honeltly minded, 
that would truly inform us if they could ; and 
who like Par! before his information in the | 
Goſpel, doe ſerve God with all good conſci- 
ence accorcing to What they know, anddid 
they know more) from the ſame ſincerity thatis 


Ds 


In them, would profels it? y2r are not theſe to 


be efteemed the Muuticrs o. Chrilt, ſtanding 
in need themſelves to i raught what are the 
firſt P! :1nctples of his Religion, as they are inti- 
matedrto us ih Het. 6. 

2. Other fone there are, who though ſen- 
{.ble of their own in{ufticiency, and of the vayle 
of 19norance that hath covered all che known 
parts of th2 world for theſe many hundred 
Years yer BOUWItNitanttngztomaintain a wotld- 
ly intereſt, like the chies Rulers of old in Joh. 
I 2. 42. they Will not contels 1t ; for they love 

the praiſe of menand this worlds goods, more 
then the pralie nat 15 Of God, and a verruons 
life, Watt 1; the onely true rches. Andhere 
ro ſpeak rhe truth plunlys» the whole body of 
the Minilters of the Chriſtian world for theſe 
thouiand years and more; have manife{:ly dil- 


covered themſelves to be that Mimiltery before 


ſpoken of, thar have been alwayes reachi: 19,300 


neier Drougt ht the r People co the knowl: C0C Of 
tne truth, petved inthe multitude cf their 
cOnrroverhes 1 all pair ages awong{t rhem- 


ſelves, and te antipathy betywixt the preient 
402 
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(9) 
z9e and the primitive Fathers, and the preſent 
ve amongit themſelves alſo ; infomuch thar the 
nolt etteemed fundamental poinrs of the Chriſtt- 
a Religion remain (til underermined by them) 
ome crying one thine, and ſome another, like 
othe confuſed multicude in the theatre at E- 


weſas> and no man well underſtanding what 


they would have, nor indeed they thermmfelvess 
nhoſe latter fludtes of the moſt conſpicuous of 
them» have alwayes contradicted their former; 
2nd tnoſe latter (ſtudies again by others ſucceed- 
ing them» cifallowed as much as thoſe them- 


I kives retracted : aclear demonſtration of their 


being 1n\olved inthe Apoſtacy prophefied im 
Scripture rouching the departure from the 
fuch» 2 Theſe. 2. 35G. And how ſhall they 
reach Chriſt ro others, that cannor reach him 
wo themſelves ? and yer nctwithſtanding this 


| their ignorance of the Goſpel, and the publick 


Inconvent-nces> troubles, wars, murthers, and 
maſſacres brought upon the people by their 
controverſies concerning it ( as the records of 
all ages and Countreys do: reſtthe ) they, ac- 
cording as St. Pax! complaines of a falſe Mini- 


8 


| 


: liery) here they can prevayl with the Magt- 
' ftrare ro G6de with thems by their Joubrful Do- 
| &rines, they bring the peopl= into bondage, de- 


vour them, exalrt themſel.es over them, ſmire 
them on the face or, Which is worle,ſomerunes 
conſume them inthe fire;to:nerines by the gal- 
lowes ; andat this time amoneltus, being able 
to doe no worſe, by vertue of an Act obtained 
for tythes, with treble dimmages for non-pay- 
ment of them, they ruine whole tamulies: and 
make 
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make dice of the fathers bones in priſons :from 
all which confiderations>if ir be true as ©Mr.B. Ye 
faith, thar rhe profane doe hate them, ando- I, 
thers doe Apoitare from them and drawing o= ;q 
chers after chem, teaching them toſeeand juds Jo 
for themſelves , as well as they may by the Jt 
means they have, they are not theretore tobe If 
blamed, or underitood ro be the perſons that Jy 
Chritt foretold ſhould hare his Minitters ; let If 
them remember Sr. Peter's rule, and practice it, If 
If you doz well, who will harm you ? but ifthe Fo 
people from a due ſenſe nor onely of their un- | g 
profitableneſs, bur alſo of their hurtfulneſs to ; 
them, their deceiveable doarines, their pride Jp 
and ignorance, their pompe and tyranny doz {to 
F hate them and wirhdraw from them, let not. Je: 
FF Ar. Baxter nor others complain, bur grvethe | | 
| loſers leave to fpeak, Neither doe men need. | 
4 to fear any danger for Apoſtating from you: Þ ji 
/ what doz2 you thinke that we have not ſuffici- | o 

g ently learned of you, rhe Doctrine of the falſe | h 
F Apotltles, 2 Cor. 11.195 20. To ſujfer fools \ tl 
\| gladly, to ſuffer if you bring us into bondage» ! ti 
Fi. If yee devour us» if yee take of ns, if yee exalt. |.þ 
your ſelves over us if ye ſmite us on the face? + t 


12. this was a reproach to the. (orinthians, which n 
4 I the Apoſlle cites;to make them aſhamed ofthe t 
+4 receiving ſuch perſons for the Miniſters of Je- * n 
yt ſus Chritt ; and you would have us glory there {| 
þ in but we have otherwiſe learned Chrilts f 
$: : x 
t 


( 

How Chriſts true Imiſtery #5 to be known: a 
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I 4 Though this thar is ſaid be ſyfficient ro ſhev? 
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(22) 
that your mark 1s nor the mark of Chriſts Mini- 
Ifers ; yet We ſhall proceed further in the tryal 
0 Fnd diſcovery thereof : and ler no man be time- 
©- Frous hereinor have ſuch diſhonorable rhoughts 
dg JofChriſt > as tro think he ſhould command men 
he Jrtry their reachers, ( tothe incent that the 
be Jhould nor be deceived ty chem» bur be fully 
at 7 alured that they are his, and not a wolf in 
et, I fheeps cloathing,nor a Miniſter of Satan tranſ- 
lt; formed into an Angelof lichr,) andrhen on the 
ie { other fide blame them for doing rheir beſt dili- 
| poor cowards him therein: in trying them, and 

ythe ſame rule that himſelf hath given for thar 
Jpurpoſe , the rule that he referred himſelf 
2 Joe tryed by , when he was as a Miniſter upon 
C. Jearth in his own perſon. By their fruits you 
© | ſhall know them from the rrue ſheep and Mini- 
]. | fers of Chriſt: it is nor words; pretence of ho- 
neſs, nor the faireſt and neereſt reſemblance 
- | ofthem that can aſſure us that rhey are them z 
| but ſome further and more infallible diftin&tion 
' | thar muſt be had, ſomething that 1s peculiar ro 
| | thetrue Miniſters, which the falſe cannor poſſt= 
- |. bly aſſume, nor which none bur they whichare 
| truly ſuchs and ſent from God, can have or ma- 

tifelt, Tr is nor therefore preaching of ſome 
true doftrines,feeding the Eungryscloathing rhe 
* naked, making or repayring of high wayes, & ce 
for all theſe things are common with them to 
falſe Teachers, Heathens, Papiſis, Mahometans, 

Tc. who have and may perform them as well 

as any of them : Iris and muſt therefore be 
| acknowledoed ſomething of a higher pitch 


| then any of theſe, ſomething which none tur 
Chrilt 
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Chriſt himſelf, to whon all power in Heaven 
and earth was e1iven,andthoſe to whom he ſha!l 
derive thereof, thereby roinable them to doe 
ſuch things, that all thar behold them ſhall ſen. 
ſibly perceive ( and formably be convinced to 
beleeve ) thar Chriit hath lent them, as they 
aid and were convinced rhat the Father had 
ſent him ; thar is ſufhcient to prove a true Mi- 
niltery of Chititz and give warrant to men to 
receive them for his, who are admoniſhed tg 
beware that they receive none for them, bu; 
thoſe that rhey ſhall certainly know to be ſuch. The 


narure,force and necetlity of the works of a Dt- ! 


vine Minitiery are ſeenin John g. 28, 29: 30, 
315 325 23, Where the malice of the Phariſees 
agunit Chriſt is diſcovered to be ſuch that they 
would not, if it had ben poſhble for rhem to a- 
voyd it, by any means been convinced that 
Cirilt was a Propher ſenr from God ; they re- 
proached the man that had been blinde; becauſe 
he was his Diſciple ; Wes ſaid they; are Moſes 
I©1s Diſciples ; we know that God ſpoke to him, 
bur as for this fellojyawe know not from whence 
heis. The man anſwered, Why herein 15a 
marvellous thing, that yee know nor whence 
he is, aadyer he hathopened my eyes : now We 
know that God kearetn not ſinners ; butif any 
man be a worthipper of God, and dorh his will 
him he heareth. Since the world beganawas 1 
not heard that any man openedrthe eyes of one 
chat was born blinde : 1f this man were not of 
God, he could doe nothing. The man that nad 
been blinde, fron this Divine work of Chrilt's 
was not onely convinced himſelf thar Chnikt 
Was 
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(13) 
was ſent from God, bur by a neceſſary concluſt- 
on drawn fron thencesſo convinced and pur to 
flence roſe ſubtle and molt malicious enemies 
of Chriits that chey had nor a word more to 
reply againlt him. Such a Telt as this there- 


I fore that cannot be ganſayd, is ic that mult de- 


monltrare to us a true Miniſtery : therefore 
ſaid Chritt, The works that 1 doe in my Fathers 
ume, they bear witneſs that he hath ſeat me ; 


I which being an evidence thar cannot poſlibly 


cetves he gave it for an infallible {ign both 


of h13 op perſonal and inthrured Miniltery: 1f 


| ldve not the works of the Father, beleeve'me not 3 


ket if T doe, though you beleeve not me, belceve 
the works ; fignityings that though his Doctrine 


| or other mens nakedly celivered, might be ſu{- 


peed, yer this evidence was ſuch that could 
not : His own word and teftimonys and the re- 


| finony of others, yea, of Joh the Baptiſt» 


Treater then whom there was not any born of 
womens Joh. 5.32 34. he diſclinedas inſut- 
ficient co prove his Auchotity and Miniltery : 
If I bear witneſs of my ſelf ( ſaith h2 ) my witneſs 
# not true ; We cannot ſuppole that by theſe 
words he would perſwade men to think he was 
alyar, or a bearer of falſe witneſs, and therefore 
that his words were not to be crecited ; for in 
Joh. 8. 14. he ſaith, 7 hanoh I bear witneſs of 
my ſelf, my record i tries, for I kaow whence I 
came : Bur his meaning 1s this, Thar the belt 
of mens teſtimonies may and cughr to Le reje- 


' Ced as falſe and incredulons, when 1r alone» 


Without amore infalhble evidence, 1s brought 


d7 any to prove a Divine Miniſtery, Chrilt in 


th& 


(14) 
the Scripture appears to us not to be more 
careful in any on? thing, then making ſure a. 
Sain(t impolto:s that were foretold ſhould ariſe 
It the world, to the end that none ſhould he 
deceived by them ; and therefore will:d none 


ſhould be received for his, upon their own | 


words,or the words 0: others,or upon any other 
rerms whatſoever, then tuck that cannot poſſ- 


bly deceive: and cherfore when he had ſaid;That | 


2141) ſhould come 11 his name,and ſhew great ſigns 
and wonders, and aeceiv?, if it were poſſible, ol 
Eleft ; hz addeth; Behold, 1 have told p befare, 


Mat. 24. 24> 25. to th2 intent 1t 


ſhould cone wich fair words» much evidence of 


truth, many true Doctrinzs, ſhews of halineſs; 


but rhoſe alſo that ſhould cone with great ſigns 
and wondzrs : ſo that alrhough works be or. 


dained by Cicilt as the on:ly tru2 ailinguiſhe | 


ing chicacter berwixt c:ue Chtilts and falſe 
Chritts, true Propnets and falſe Prophets, his 
rrue ſheep and wolves in ſhezps cloarhing; yer 
It 15tob2 obſerved, that thoſe works of the Mi- 
niltery mutt be ſuch as ſhall far tranſcend all 
thoſe thit may be brought to paſs by any hu- 
man? or 1nfernal power whatſoever ; ang there- 


fore Chriit promiſed that thoſe chat ſhould be- | 


teeve in hims ſhould not onely do the works that he 


ard, but greater works alſo, becauſe he went to the * 
Father, Joh. 14-12. And the works thar he 


did were ſuch, that no man before hin had 


done>or elſe they had not finned that did re- | 


ject hin. Job. I 5+. 24. 
F Theſe 


2uld be 
carefully heeded, and che danger prevented by |! 
refuling for falſe Prophets, no: onely ſuch as ! 


1 
2nd 
ſet ; 
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(15) 
Theſe are then the works of Chrilts ſervants 
nd more ſpecially his Miniſters > which he hath 
ſer as a brazen wall of defence and ſecurity ro 
the people from the danger of ſeducement by 


Jhlſe Prophets, or as a beacon on a hill ro gtve 
notice.co all men of his own truth to rhe worlds 


end, or otherwiſe as an infallible mark or badgz 
to know his Miniſters by ar all times, when- 


_ (ever they ſhould appear upon earth, until his 


kcond coming. 
And now Ar. Baxter, I pray you; before I 

proceed any further, ler me ask you this one 

Queſiion, and anſwer me in your next : Did 


1 jou receive from thei Lord the words of the 
\ curſes which you declare in his namewith com- 

nandmentfrom him to' pronounce them as you 
| have done againſt rhe Seekers and all choſe that 


Apoltare from your Miniltery ? or did you not 
ather ſteal them our of the 16. Chap, of Num- 


| ters, where you foundthem written 2? We un- 
| derltand in Scripture, it was the cuſtome of che 
falſe Prophets to ſteal the wordof the Lord 


from the true, and to cry, Thws ſaith the Lord, 
when the Lord had net ſpoken, Jer. 23.30. Yeas 
wrap Far did ſteal chem» and that on pur- 


poſe to aftright che fimple, and deceive the cre- 


dulous. But what if the Seekers or any other 


| 22ainſt whom you have pronounced rhem, 


ſhould rake up the ſame words, and pronounce 
them againſt you, for your refuſing and draw- 
Ing others from their doErine, would you at all 
be rerrified thereby ? I judge, not : no more 


will a Sar elſe that underitand themſelves, 


betroubled tor your pronouncing of them a- 


cain(t 


(16) Ws 
againſt them. 'For the words are the words of in! 
Moſes which God commanded him ro declare ur 
againlt Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, for diſe- 
beying the Miniltery that was confirmed be. 
fore their eyes in the land of Egypt, and at the 
Red-ſea, and in the fight of all Iſrael : and] 
pray you conſider whar the Scriprures declare 
the Lord hath ſaid againit rhoſe rhar aid ſteal his 
word, their neighbours, and ſaid, Thus ſaith 
the Lord, when the Lord had not ſpoken unto them, 
As for our parts we ſhall remember the in- 
ſtruction of the Lord before rehearſed>and like. 
wiſe thar God gave to the Iiraelires to know JL 
the true Prophets from the falſe by, Dent. 18, I 
213 22. Which had they carefully obſervedsthey | Ins 
had thereby preſerved themielves from the I 
miſchtefs brought upon them for following of Jt? 
Baal. And ifthar youz or an Angel from Hea- ]% 
ven, ſhall ſpeak unto us in the name of the I 
Lord, and not give us infallible aflurance that ]0 
the Lord hath ſent you, and ſpoken by you, |! 
| (nore thar we ſpeak of marters Divine onely) 13 
which may anſwer all your frivolous exceptions | D 
In your tecond ſheer, inftances in humane | 
things, viz. the Records of the Land,&'c, for | Þ 
which a humane evidence may be ſufficient;we | ! 
ſhall not onely refuſe to receive youz but look | | 
upon you as ſent rp tempt us, and co try whe- 
ther or no we will bz perſwaded to depart 
from thoſe rules that we enjoy for our directt- 
ON it: theſe caſes. And therefore he that hath 
a dream, let hjm tell his dream ; and it any one 
hath the word of the Lord, let him declare tit 


chat we may know it tobe ſuch ; otherwiſe let 
him 


..- : : (17) 
ds of im hold his peace, andrchrow away his hairy 
clare fument wherewith he was wontto deceive, 
difo. Sndfay plainly, I am no Prophet, and thereby 
| be. hinifelt himſelf ro be an honelt man. And 
the how we ſhall fee your grounds alleadged- to 
nJI grove your Miniſtery to be Chriltts Minttery. 
-lare | You te!l us, 1. Sheer 1. page, That the Of- 
[ his Bice of the Minittery 1s an undoubred Ordinance 
zith {EGodzto continue inthe Church to che end of 
em, Fe world : noman can pretend that it 1s ceaſed 
in- Juth the Apolitles. 
ke. | Arſw. Paitors and Teachers, according to 
MW Hr. Baxters own grounds and the Scriptures 
Jy bim cicedzare ceaſed, orclſe Apoilles in be- 
2y Jing whom he ſaith are ceaſed ; why may not 
e {ks be doubted, becaule it's contrary to an old 
f {radition incroduced and upholden by the men 
- {#Fyour order ? a weak premiſes for ſo many 
> {confident conclugonsas are by you built there= 
3 Jonzwhar is ſo ridiculouszthar may nor be proved 
, [pon ſuch like grounds as theſe ? Upon thts 
| ground the Jews proved for a long timezthar rhe 
{ Diſciples ftolz away Chritt our of the ſepulchre 
{ whiP(t che ſoldiers flept : At. 28. 15. the 
| Prieſts by the help of rhe ſoldiers, broached 
| this Doctrine, and afrerwardslaith the Evange= 
lifts, It was commonly reported among the Jewes 
' mtil this day. Traditions are no ſuſiicient 
ground for a Divine ſairh; for upon this ground 
| alfo the Town-Clerk of Epheſus proved the di- 
| Viniry and divine worſhip of D:aza of the Ephe = 
| fans : Tee men of Epheſus, ſaid hesACte19-35536» 


Ld 


what man i there that knoweth not bow the City of 

be 5 | F to, adef. 

te Epheſians ts a worſhipper 0] the great goaaeſs 
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againſt them. 'For the words are the words off! 
Moſes which God commanded him co declare iti 
againſt Corah , Dathany and Abiram, for diſe. adi 
beying the Miniltery that was conhrmed be. fn 
fore their eyes in the land of Egypt, and at the Þ 
Rea-ſea, and in the ſight of all Ifrael : angIF 
ray you conlider whar the Scriptures declare 
the Lord hath ſaid againit choſe rhar aid ſteal his I 
word, their neighbours, and ſaid, Th ſaith 
the Lord, wheathe Lord had mot ſpoken unto them, W 
As for our parts, we ſhall remember the in- | 
ſtruction of the Lord before rehearſed>and like. Þ - 
wiſe thar God gave to the Iiraelites to know I 
the true Prophets from the falſe by Dent. 18, Þ 
215 22. Which had chey carefully obſerved:they 
had thereby preſerved themielves from the Jl 
miſchiets brought upon them tor following of Þ'! 
Baal. And ifthat youz or an Angel from Hea- I 
ven> ſhall ſpeak unro us in the name of the J« 
Lord, and not give us infallible aflurance that J0 
the . Lord hath ſent you, and ſpoken by you, || 
(norte that we ſpeak of marters Divine onely) | 3 
which may anſwer all your frivolous exceptions | L 
In your ſecond ſheer, inſtances in humane | \ 
things, viz. the Records of the Land,Cc. for |} 


| 
| 
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which a humane evidence may be ſufhcient;we * 
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ſhall not onely refuſe to receive youz bur look 
upon you as ſenr tp tempt us, and co try whe- 
ther: or no we will bz perſwaded to depatt 
from thoſe rules that we enjoy for our directi- | 
on in theſe caſes. And therefore he thar hath | 
a dream, let him cell hrs dream ; and ut any one |, 
hath the word of the Lord, let him declare it; | 


chat ie may know it tobe ſuch ; otherwiſe ler 
him 


"0" : | (17) 
d orfimbold his peace, and throw away his hairy 
lag fuument Wherewith he was wontrto deceive, 
difo. idfay plainly, 1 am no Prophet, and thereby 
| be. Sanifelt himſelf ro be an honeſt man. And 
© the ow we ſhall ſee your grounds alleadged ro 
nJ] Srove your Miniſtery to be Chrilts Minittery. 
are | You tell us, 1. Shees to pages That the Of- 
[ his fkce of the Miniltery is an undoubred Ordinance 
4th (KGodsto continue inthe Church ro the end of 
em, feworld : no man can pretend that it is ceaſed 
in- Juha the Apoliles. 
e- | 4oſw. Pailtors and Teachers, according to 
Ww Jr. Baxters own grounds and the Scriprures 
8, Jy him ciredzare ceaſed, orelſe Apoitles in be- 
y Jing whom he ſaith are ceaſed ; why may not 
e Jiks be doubted, becaule ir's contrary to an old 
f Jradition introduced and upholden by rhe men 
- {your order ? a weak premiſes for ſo many 
> Jconfident conclutons>2as are by you builr there- 
0:whar 1s ſo ridiculouszthart may nor be proved 
upon ſuch like grounds as theſe ? Upon this 
{ ound the Jews proved for a long timezthar rhe 
Diſciples lolz away Chritt our of the ſepulchre 
whit the ſoldiers flept : Cat. 28. 15. the 
| Prieſts by the help of rhe ſoldiers, broached 
' this Doctrine, and afrerwardszfaith the Evange= 
liſts, it was commonly reported among the Jewes 
util this day. Traditions are no ſufiicient 
ground for a Divine ſairh; for upon tnis ground 
; alſo the Town-Clerk of Epheſus proved the di- 
| Vinity and divine worſhip of D:aza of the Ephe - 
fans : Yee men of Epheſus, ſaid hezAct.19-35536» 
' what man i there that knoweth not how the City of 


| thy Evheſians is a worſhipper of the great goddeſs 
| B Dianas 
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(18) 
Dianas and of the Image that fell down from Jap: Mit 
ger. Seeing then that theſe things cannot be {po 
ken againſt, ye ought to doe nothing raſhly. We 
ſee here with what confidence things of the 
oreatelt importance have been beleeved, andſ;e; 
not doubred, having no better ground then};1j 
the craft and deceit of ſome perſons whoſe in-Y\e; 
rereſt cauſed them at firſt ro broach ſuch}, 
things to the people ; and for the upholding of, 
the ſame intereſt, have with the like craft main-F, 
cained and nouriſhed them amongſt them from ſe 
age tO age, from generation to generation zandF y. 
no man that knows how the people were I; 
abuſed thereby , might withour the peril of } 
his life diſcover it. Famous to this put- | 
pole 1s the uproar that was made ar Epheſus by | ;, 
Demetrins and the crafts-men againlt Paul and ! 
his companions, Ad, 19. Alexander being | 1 
dragged out of the Theatre upon an accuſation } 
for ſpeaking againſt the Deitie of Diaras and | , 
bur beckoning ro the people to make his de- | , 
| 
| 


nan 
ind 
Ape 


fence, the people all with one voice, ſaith the . 
Text, for the ſpace of two hours, cryed ont, Great | 
#5 Diana of the Epheſians, great 1s Diana of the | 
Epheſians ; when all the greatneſs ſhe had, : 
was onely in their weak deluded imaginations. , 
And therefore Ay. B. you muſt not thinke to - 
intrude your traditions fipon us by ſuch {lights 
as" theſe, ( wx. it is undoubred, and no man can 
pretend, ©.) for it may be juſtly doubted: } 
and you by all your art and learning are not - | 
ble ro prove it ; nay, doe you not with the ve* ' 
ry ſame breath deny what you ſay canner be | 
doubred ? you ſay firſt, that the Office - the | 
int- 


: (19) 
Ju Miniſtery indefinitely, is an undoubred Ordi- 
JPA pance to continue unto the end of the world ; 
 Weſind no man can ſuppoſe this ceaſed with the 
the apoltles : who ceaſed ? the Miniſtery do yon 
ad nean,or thar the Apoſtles, Prophers and Evan- 
hen) lifts, were notrthe Miniſtery ? if you ſay they 
-M*Jyere, why doe you then ſay they ceaſed, when 
uchJyefore you had faid, the Office of the Miniſtery 
XY yas ro continue to the end of the world ? If 
"$jou ſay, Apoſtles, Prophets and Evangeliſts, 
MY were not the Office of the Miniftery, how then 
Inere Paitors and Teachers, Ce ? By your in- 
{iru{tion,we muſt not doubt ofthe continuance 
* ] ofthe Office of the Miniſtery until the endof 
[the world, and yer mult beleeve them to be 
| caſed immediacely after their firſt inſtitution, 
id | ere 1 demand of you LO Prove in your next by 
> | theScriprurez that the Apoliles, Prophers and 
N | Frangelifts, were to ceaſe from the beginning, 
d / nd the Paſtors and Teachers without them 
” | were the Ordinance of God, to continue to the 
© ! end of the world : this indecd you pretend you 
” i will doe ; bur how you perform ir, we ſhal 
* | preſently ſee, | : 
Firſt, youſay, Ir is Gods will rac Ordinae 
' # ryfixt Presbyters ſhould be ordained unevery 
 * Church e At. 14» 23s Titus I. go t Tithe 3» Bo 
2 Tim. 242 
' A Minifteryauthorized to Diſciple the Na- 
' | cions;baprize and reachrhem> is inſticutedby 
| Chriſt as King and Saviourand hath his promile 
to be with them always to the end of the worlds 
| Mat. 28, 19, 26. The ſame neceſſity and 
| work continyerh Kill ; Souls are born andbred 


B 2 1 


(20) 


in darkneſs ; and how ſhall they be ſaved with. 


our beleeving, or beleeve without hearing, or 
hear without preaching or We preach without 
ſending ? Rom, 10. 13»145 15+ 

Anſw. Let all men obſerve and confider;that 
have bur the lealt underſtanding of the nature 


of the Office of the Minittery of Chrilt, whe | 


cher theſe Scriptures and reaſons cited by Mr, 
B. to prove the farit ſort of them ( v1z. ) Apo- 


ſtles, Prophets, Evangelifts to be ceaſed, or that | 


a e 


they were to ceaſe, before the Mimiltery of Pa- | 
{tors and Teachers, doe ſerve for any ſuch pur- | 
poe; or whether he harn not wilfully conceal- | 
edfron us the hohe of his own underſtanding, ? 


in alledging them againlt rheir plain letterand 
lence, obv1ons ro the meanelit capacicy that 
{ſhall bug only view them.He ſaithzic was the wil 
of Goa, thar ordinary fixed Presbyters ſhould 


be ordained in every Churca, which therefore | 


ſhould continue, Fc. Ifay, and he knoweth, 
that 1t Was the will of God, to ſet in the Church 


— -——_— . 
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adhere ringed 


Apoliles, Prophets, &c.1 Cor.I 2.28, 29. Who | 


therfore according to his reaſon,and Evangelilts | 


alſo, were likewile to continue. He ſaiths that 
Paltors and Teachers were appointed for the 


ut, BEE tes 


tf 


periectine of the Saints, &'c. Therext ſairhaand | 


he knoweth its that Chrift when he aſcended, 
appointed Apollles, Prophets, and Evangelilis, 
Cc. for the petteQing of the Saints, for the 


—_— 


work of the Miniſtery, for the edifying of the | 


body of Chrift, till we all cone to the unity of 
the faith, &'c. who therefore according ro fs 


reron are to continue tothe end of the work | 
aſ\vell and rather then Paſtors and Teachers, He 


ſauh)s 


—e= 


aich> That a Miniſtery precending fixed Preſ- 
bytes» Were autho:1zed to diſciple rhe Nations 
and baptiſe them having the promiſe of Chriſt 
co be with them to the end of the world : this 
ext V4 AMat. 28. 195 20, he knoweths he 
thr {wholly perverteth, ic having relation ro Apo- 
tyre { fs onely, who were ſo authorized as he ſpeak- 
whe. { eth and had the promiue of Chrilt to be with 
My, I them to rhe endof rhe world; and who there- 
\po- | fore according ro his reaſon were more eſpect- 
that | ol ro concinue to the end of the world. Be- 
Pa- | des, if 1t were Paſtors and Teachers that were 
ur. { ordained to got 1ntoall che world to reach and 
1. { baptize, fc. and 1f Ar. B, be one of them, 
ne, | why putreth he not his commiſſion in executi- 
nd | 91> bur abidech reſident ar Kederminſter ? ne- 
21r | ther St. Paz, nor Peter did {o. Further he faith) 
vil 1 Souls are till born in darkneſs. I fay, it was the 
1g | Office of the Apotlles togo into thz world, to 
re | turn people from darkaeſs to lights from the pow- 
h, j erof Satan to God, Aft. 26. andnort of Pattors 
h | and Teachers, whoſe Office was to feed the 
o | flock of Chrilt already converted, A&.20. None) 
5s | faith he, can beleeve wirchout hearing , hear 
; Without preaching nor any Preacns except tiney 
beſent.I ſhy,ir was Apolilzs that were ſent into 
| the world ropreachs and nor Paitors and Tea- 
' _chers, From all which ir full appzareth:thar 
the Miniltry of the Apoſtles was ro continue 

| to theendotthe world, rather then Paſtors and 
reachers,whoſe work more properly vs to per- 

fect them that did or ſhould believe through the 
Apoltles preaching. And therefore 1f norwirh- 

| Handingallthee Scriptures and reaſons, Mr. bs 


2 ſhall 


With 
3 Of 
thour 


ſhall ( as he doth ) affirm, that rhe Apoſiles 
are ceaſed, I or any other man with much more 
confidence and reaſon may ( as appears by that 
which 1s ſaid ) conclude that Pattors and teach« 


ers are ceaſed with them ; no ſuch evidence in | 
any thing alledged by him, appearing for the | 


continuance of them 3 as for the continuance 


of the Apoliles tothe end of the world. And | 


here ro me ir ſeems worthy the enquiring, why 


Ar. B. 1n citing the Scriptures aforeſaid, to | 


prove Presbyrers fixed in the Church, ſhopld 
&mir che Scriptures thar declare the Apoſtles 
and Prophers were likewiſe therein fixed : and 
in citing Epheſ. 4. to prove Paltors and Teach- 
ers were appointed for rhe perfeCting of the 
Saints>&'c. ſhould omit Apoltles, Prophets,and 
Evangelits, who have the precedency in that 
Textzand in the work there aſſigned to the Mt- 
tultery,before Paſtors and Teachers: and why he 
ſhould cite Mat. 28. 195 20. to prove a Min- 
ſtery was authorized ro gointo all the world to 
reach and baptiſe the Nations, and not declare 
What that Miniltery was, but apply it to Pa- 
ſtors and Teachers not thenin being, nor there 
inrended, rather then the Apoſtles, ro whom in 
ſpectal ic hath relation ; the Commiſion to the 
work, and the promiſe of Chriſt ro be with 
them to the endzthere ſpecified, being particu- 
larly to them ; and the manner how 1n Mark, 
I6. 1s plainly declared. Ifhe were a School- 
boy,or a labouring mechanick, it might have 
been imputed to ignorance or over-ſighr,but 
being an approved oreat clerk, a man of deep 
inſpection into things, it muſtin himof neceſ- 


ſity 
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230) 
jy be imputed ro the want of an upright hearr 
Ore find a good conſcience. He was ſenfible that 
tar ſhe due citing and application of theſe Scrip- 
cls Jures would nor well ſtand with hisdefion.as x 1 
- 12 Fontrary practice might ; and therefore again(t 
the Jhe lecrer and ſcope of thein, he will affirm 
ice fihe ceflation of the Apoltolick Miniſtery, and 
nd Jferunder the prerence of them, aſſert the conti- 
ly Jwance of Paſtors and Teachers to the end of 
to Iteworld : may not any man from hence rea- 
ld pnably conceive , thar if he had thought he 
sS, {could have faigned an Apoltolical Minittery,as 
d Jyellasa Paſtoral, but that he would (from theſe 
= JTexts ) have aſſumed Apofileſlup rather than 
| 1hſtorſhip ? 


ies 


paſtors and Teachers not ordinary men, but 
infallible in the knowledge of the Goſ- 
| pet, and workers of Miracles. 


| All chat Ar. Baxt. hath hitherto alleadged 
| frves nothing ar all ro his purpoſe ; it doth nor 
' prove Paſtors and Teachers ro be an un- 
| doubred Ordinance of ChriR, to continue to the 
 endof the world : the promiſe of Chritt cared 
' by himz to be wich his Miniſters ro the end of 
| the world, and all that he can make from Epheſ. 
. 4.are invalid tohis end ; proving if any things 
the continuance of Apoltles, Prophets, and E- 
vangeliits, to the end of the world : And the. - 
Scriptures thus failing him » his other props» 
' Wherewith he thinks to ſhore up his tradition), 
| Iſhallpreſently pluck away from him. 
The Apoftles and Prophets were extraordi- 
S- nary 


4 
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(24) 
nary men, and cannot be found amongſt yg, 
raerefore are not. But Paſtors and Teachers 
were ordinary men; ſuch we havezof whom 2, 
B. 1s one, ſeeing he isa Preachers for none cay 
preach, except he be ſent, Rom. To. Sheet 1.pag, 
T» 2. this is the ſum of that which remains yer | 
In this place to bz anſwered unto. 

Anſw. Sir, 1 pray you, let me here in the | 
firlt pl:ce inquire, what youmean by ordinary | 
fixed Presbyters,whom, you ſay\it was the will of 
God to have ordained in his Churchzto continue 
ro the end of the world ? do you mean ordinary 
poor tradeſmens ſuch as are preachers 1n theſe 
dayes ? Ifſuppoſe nor ; for Ithink 1t 1s wwplyed Ira 
in your firit Sheet) PACE I 2. char yon conceive {il 
rheſe men to be ſ{elt-conceited, abuſers of the th 
word of God, and of the Souls of the p2opke: It 
wat do you thei mean by ordinary men? |\ 
ſuca as our Schools ſend forth among{t us eve- ]t 

y yer, Men able to read Latine, Greek, He- } 
brew; and to diſpare Logically and Philoſopht- | ' 
cally,3ny Thehs that can be given them ? it this | | 
be your meaning I rhinke youare much decet- | 
ved : for as Jeſus Chriſt was an unlearned man 
himſelf, in reipect of this ſorr of learning} he 
choſe for his Miniſtery, ignorant, unlearned 
men like to himſelf, Job, 7.15. Att. 4. 13+ 
the reaſon whereof is given by Sr. Pan in the 
I Cor. 2. 425. My words and my preaching | 
(fairh he ) was not with inticing words of ms 
wiſdom, but in demonſtration of the Spirit and 
power, that your faith ſhonld not ſtand in the wiſ- 
dom of man, bnt 1 the power of God, And think 
We that if God had judeed this kind of hearing 


h2- 
- "ew 


(25) 
us, hooful or becoming his deſign in the preach- 
hers þo of rhe Goſpel, thar he would not have pro- 
Myr, ſided, that his onely Son , the Head of his 
'can Khurch» {ſkould have been furniſhed with it» as 
pag, fe Prieſts, and learned men of his time were ; 
yer {r char Jeſus Chriſt himſelf would not have pro- 

fided an able learned Miniſtery, for the divul- - 
he Jus and managing the affairs of rhe Goſpel, 
ty {oanſt thoſe learned men, whom he kney 
of Jrould by their arts and skill oppoſe it 2 bur he 
ue Jew that thar would have rendred his Goſpel 
ly Jihumane device, and his Minifters a fort of ſut- 
le Jtemaintainers of deviſed fables ; and his ſer= 
d Jane Pavbthar had much experienced che incor.= 
e {iſtency of chis learning with the fmplicity of 
e [the Goſpel of Chriſt, admoniſhed the Church 
: [wo beware of that fort of mens, as dangerous 
? [hbverters of Chrilttanity, (#. 2. $. theſe 
- | therefore cannot. be the men that were to be 
- } cnoſen for Paſtors in the Church of Chritt. 
| | Well then Sir, what werethoſe ordinary men 
 { thar' you ſpeak of, that were appointed by 
God, tobe choſen for Paſtors in the Church ? 
| doe you think that rhe Church were to choſe 
| Paſtors amongſt the unconverted in the world; 

; or of her own members ? andif of her own 
' members, you do nor judge ſure, that the moſt 
/ ordinary members of that body ſhould be cho- 
{ ſen to the orearelt ſervice appertaining tolre 
Cr. B. You ſhould have done well to have 
| dealt more clearly with us in this point, which 

is of ſo great concernment » and have dect- 
| phered our ro us by their gifrs and qualificatt- 
| ons, What thoſe ordinary men in the Church 
Were» 


(26) 


were, (that you ſpeak of )' that ſo by compa.ſþts 
M 


ring them with choſe ordinary men amoneſt ug 


choſen for Paltors, we might have perceived 


what fimilitude or diflitulicude there ts betwixe 
them, or whether thoſe ordinary fixed Pregby- 


cers, that you ſay God appointed to be or. þ 
dained for Paſtors in rhe Church of Chrilt,were $þ 


ſuch as the ordinary fixed Presbyrers are, that 


are ordained Paltors in the preſent Churches, 4 
That they are ſuchzts the thing you would inf. | 


nuate; but cannot prove : which makes me call 


ro minde yhar I have heard of the Maſons of | 


Lesbian, who when they could not make their Jt 


work to ſtand according to their rule. made | 
chemſelves a rule co itand according to their 


work : which skill of theirs, Ar. B. having JI 


learned, he will againft the ſcope and rule of 
Scripture, faign the Miniſters of Chrilt to bea 
ſore of ſuch ordinary men » that any perſon 


OTTER 


whom he ſhall be pleaſed to approve of, under 


chis pretence, {ſhould paſs among{Fus-for a Pa- | 


ſtor or Teacher, according to the inititution of 
Ch rilt, on - 


1 


The Office of a Deacon, as tt is laid down in 


the Scriptures, ſerving principally to minilter 
ro the bodily neceſſities of the Saturs, as 1c ap- 

ears In Mc. 6. 2» 4. Where we have the firlt 
in(ticution of char Office recordediis much infe- 
r1or £o that ofa Paſtor or Teacher : and yer un- 
co that Office no ſuch ordinary men as Ir B 
pretenderh, were tobe admitted : It 7s not meet 
( faith the Apoſtle in the Text ) that we ſhould 
leave the word of God and ſerve tables * where- 


fore, Brethren, look out from among ſt your a 
even 


_ 27) | 
npa« itn 190 of honeſt report, full of tht Holy Ghoſt 
& ng lm: ſdome, whon we may apboint over this U= 
ved ſev Ard the ſaying pleaſed the whole multitude, 
vixr $1iz.che Church ) who therefore did according 
by- ;the Apoltles appointed : Ard choſe Steven 4 
ors dur full of farth and of the Holy Ghoſt, and Phi- 
ere &'c. verſe 5. and verſ. 8. Steven full of 
hat Juth and power, did great wonders and miracles 
es, novo ft the people : and there aroſe certain of the 
fie ragogre of the Libertines, and of the Cyremans 
all fol eAlexanarians, and of them of (ilicia and 
of [Mins diſputing with him, but were not able to re- 
ir If the wiſdom and Sprrit by which he ſpake. And 
hk Yhip went down to the City of Samaria, and 
ir Jreached Chriſt there; Act. 8.5. &e. Aud the 
o frple with one accord gave her 919 the thigs 
Ff Inch Philip ſpakes hearing and feeirg the mira= 
a [iwhich he did; for unclean Spirits, crying with 
1 fubud voice, came out of many that were poſſeſſed 
r Ih them; and many taken with paljies, and that 
- {rre lame, were healed : and there was great joy 
{ [nthe Ciry. See here what honoup and Maje- 
{4 God would have thoſe men cloathed withs 
| {far were choſen to Office in his Church. And 
* {ffuch faith, gifts and power as theſe, was judg= 
 Jedby the Apoſtles and the whole Church need- 
 [fulin their Deacons, whoſe Office was molt 
properly to ſerve tables ; what gifts, Spirit, and 
Wiſdom ſhall we concerve were thonghr need- 
ful in them whoſe Oftice molt properly was to 
labour in the Word and Dodtrine, and take 
are for the Souls of men z as rhey that ſhould 
give account ? Bur becauſe in 2 Tz. 2.2. theſe 
ftts are not expreſly ſer. doyyn as requiſire 1 
choſe 


men cannot be faved. Agins it 15 laid itt Rom 


Lord ſhallbe ſav:d : an yet n> man dorh fron 
h21ce conceive that every on2 that ſhall fa 
or cry, Lord, Lords ſhall be ſaved + B2caulel 
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thoſe that ſhould be ordained Paſtors in th 
Church ; M-. B. would poſleſs his Reader 
that therefore t1ey Were not. required i, 
them : by the like reaſon he might reach, thy F 
becauſe in x Tim. 3. 8 &c. theſe quilificai þ 
ons nere required in Deaconsaare no: therepary, 
riculary exprelt > therefore they were nod 
needful in the Ohce. But who knoweth, 
not, thac many Doctrines cptoully contained, 
In t1e Scriptures, were briefly tet down under f 
ſone on2 gen-ral head, Cc. unto which allfy 
the particulars concerning that Doctrine areto, 

2 reduced) for the right und-ritanaing of 1t?a, 
for exinple, when 1c 1s ſatds that @ 2:47 75 juſt; 
fied by farth , there are under nat general tern} 
of faith, ſeveral rhings to be underttond, that], 
are nor exprefled ; for Sr. James reckons hin], 
bur a vain many that thinks faith will ſave him 

am 2-20.What anth it profiryny Brethrenzthouthl 
a mas ſay he hath faith, and hath not works ? wi; 
faith ſave him ? 1mplying it cannor, and there-ſ 
fore ie ſuppoſe thit when 1t 1s ſaid that faith] ; 
ſaverh » that there'y 15 meants ſuch a fait] , 
which is contticuted of, or comprehenderhint| 
all choſe orhr verrues, as repentance; regen] | 
ratio: » fanctihcatio: , holineſs > uprightnels 
&c. which ( being likewiſe general cerms ) 0 
conprehend many particular vertues und: 
them > Withoue Wuch 1n Scripture It 15 fa 


Io. 13. Whoſoever ſhall call apon the name of tit 


l) 


ed 


111 th 
eaderflpid in Nat. 7. 21. Not every one that ſaiths 


(29) 


Þ;rd, Lor 4, (hall enter 1nto the Kingdom of Hea- 


l thaf,, but he that doth the will of my Father which 
NCatiY;, Heaven. St. James ſaith, Such men have 
repay, becauſe they ask, not ; asif there were no 
'C ore required, bur ask and nave, Jam. 3. 2. 
W:tucthen in ( hap. 1, 6, 7. he faith, Let him ash 
Ald; faich without wavering:for he that waverethzs 
Under lhe a wave of the Sea + and let:not that man think. 
ch alt he ſhall recerve any thing of the Lard. Men 


eto 


ik and have not ( he ſaith) becauſe they askh_a- 
mſs,1o conſume 1t on ther luſts, Jan. 3.3. 1 Joh. 
© 14+ I5e St. John faith, Thrs ts the confidence 


I that we havezthat if we ask, any thing according to 
bs will, he heareth 19; and if we know that he hear 


wwhatſoever we a5hy we know that we have the 


| Tetitions that we deſire of hiyz. Now how few 


obtain their petitions | feiv therefore know how 
o pray : th2 will of God it ſeems is obſcured 
fom us in th1s point : Pan! ſaith, we know not 
what we ſhould pray for as we ought» but the Spi- 
rt it [elf maketh interceſſion for 245 with fr oan- 
mos that cannot be mitered, And he that ſearch- 
eth the hearts, kwoweth what is the meaning of the 
Spirit, becauſe he maketh nterceſſton for the 
Sarrts, according tothe will of God, Many things 
we ſec are required 1h prayer tofalvationmore 
then is intimared in Rom, 10.13, And after 
this manners if we will nor abuſe the Scriptures» 
our ſelves, and others, We are to confder 3 

weigh all the Doa&rines we thall readthereing 


that ſo rhe uttermolt Iatirude and ſcope of thern 
being by this means if poſlible founa out by 
u3> We may be able to ſpeak of them, as they 
ALF 


ee EE TR Ma I. 


_ (30) 
are>and what confiltency each Doctrine there#® : 
1n hath with 1t ſelf and others ; which otherÞ* 
wiſe 15 impoſhble bur tar we ſhall ſer them a0 
great diſcord, as eAfr. B. inthis point doth$®? 
wherein they are mott harmonious. Jictt 
I remember when formerly I read a Bookofff® 
his for Pedo-Baptiſmz he uied one argument fc 
In ic for his purpoſe, from Scriptures that report by 
the baptizing of whole families ; wherein be. wt 
caule thar in ſome families there are youns I 
children, he concluded, thar there were ſuch in lh 
thoſe that were baptized ; though ir is often [® 
ſeen, rhart rhere are great Famulies, wherein 
chere are none at all, I will nor ſay, that he J® 
ſhould have proceeded according to that his | þ 
practice in the point in hand > to infer more 


from his premiſes then can be proved to be con» |" 
rained therein, But methinks, when he cited | 
2 Tim.2. 2, toprove ordinary fixed Prel- [5 
byters in the Church » he ſhould better have [1 
contidered, what muſt neceſſarily be 1implyedin : 
the Apoliles directions to Timothy, for the chu- | * 
ſing of Paſtors and Teachers in the Church df [1 
Chriſt, then he ſeems to have done. | 
For Firſt , Ir is manifeſtly implyed in the * 
Text, that he that was ro be ordained a Paſtop | 


in the Church of Chriii, ſhould be a man fully } 
and infallibly infiructed in the whole counfel of | 
God, contained in the Goſpel : for the Apo- 
{iles wores run thus (viz. ) The things that 
thou haſt heard of me amono jt many witneſſen 
commit the ſame to faithful men, that ſhall be abit 
toteach the ſame nuto others, Now iccing Paul 


had fully taught the Goſpels Kone 1 5. 19. Att. 
2.96 


44 - —_— a_— >. th g— «a. yet 


NY cate 


(31) 
er#6 23+ 2nd that Timothy had fully known his 
ther PoRrine, 2 Tim. 3. to. it mult needs follow, 
m,qi2c2 Paſtor in the Church of Chrittzin the true 
oj Jaowlecge and underitanding of the Goſpel; 
Jeicther was, nor ought to be inferior ro Sr, 
”* Pant hunſelf. Ar. Baxter in his ſecond Sheets 
eng Þ00ere he ſo much urgerh this Text > ſhonld 
pore obſeryed rhis, 212. that Timorhy had no 
he. Jthority» either ro'commit his own, or other 
1no Jens Op1nN10Ns reports, Or traditions, tO thoſe 
in Jar ſhould be ordained for Paliors,but the very - 
req (ame things, withour either diminution, additi- 
in 10» Or alteration, which he had heard of Pax! * 
he Jzod chen how little doth this Text ſerve for his 
is pom. which 1s to juſlifie an 12norant, falli- 
k Miniſterythar can neither aſſure themſelves 
1+ | 107 others, that they have thoſe \ery things or 
4 | Doctrines for number , that were taught by 
{. | *- Paul (one of his Epiſtles being confett ro be 
' | oft, 1 Cor. 5. which might for any thing we 
n | now be much more uſeful for our intormati- 
. | on, then any other extant with us ) nor of the 
f | infallible ſenſe of the Do&trines they have ſup- 
| poſed robe his. Thinks he by Logick ro per- 
- | wade men) that becauſe thoſe thar perfealy 
- | inderftood the Goſpel, were to be Ordained 
; | Miniſters of it, that therefore thoſe that knew 
* | not what 1t 15, may and ought from that prece- 
| dentbe made Miniſters alſo? they may miniſter 
| their opinions, contained in the gloſſes and va- 
| tous interpretations which they have made of 
the Scriptures ; but to miniſter the Goſpel 1s 
| Mpoſlible ro them. 
2. The Paſtors of the Ins. 
als 


" : . TY 
OO Re as 


the Holy Ghoit, ver. 53 6. theſe here mentio- 


the cont rarys by the ſame rule, they were to let 


(32) 
this Text, were and ought to be faithful men, 
which 1 the Scripture ſenle corn always imply 
perſons indued with rhe gitts of the Hol 
Gholt : whence are the \words of Pani, Hay 
Fon received the Holy Ghoſt ſince you beleeved} 
A&t. 19. 2. teaching us (and ſo rhe ſequel o 
the ſtory proveth ) that all thoſe that were 
rculy informed in the Goſpel, and baprized ac- 
cordingly, cid every of them forthwith receire 


ned, when they had heard the Doctrine of the 
Lord Jeſus, and were baptized, Par! lard by 
haiuds oz them, and the Holy Ghoſt came upm 
them, and they ſpake with tongues, and propheje 
ed, This receiverh confirmation from 1 Cor, 
I 2.13. where is ſhewed, that by one baptiſm, 
all belzevers were made todrink 1nto one P- 
Tit» the gifts whereof are from vere 7. t9 IT & 
claredto us : ſo tharunder the New Teſtament, 
a faithful man, a tincere beleever, and a man 
incued with the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, ar 
convertt:le terms, the one always including 
the other, 

3., Thoſe that were Paſtors of the Church 
and that were to be ordained to thar Office, 4 
they were fully intiructe(] in the Goſpel, and 
baptized wich the Holy Ghoi, ſo were they 
the molt eminently qualified with the gifrs 
the Spitir,2mongelt the 


1P1p's appertainins to this life > trat are lea 


up to labour in the Word and Doctrine, thok 


{>mbers in the Church 


LE 


chat 


——— 


Men, 


3... 
tat were of the higheſt eſtimation in the 
Church, that being the moſt honorable ſervice 


Ho, ppertaining thereto, as 18 implyed in the A- 
Hay pliles char gc ( UIZ&s ) The Elaers that rule 


{nel count worthy of double hononr, eſpecially 


1el of thoſe that labour inthe Word and Dottrine, 


"m 


In the Church of (orinth was great diverſity 


Jofgifrs-as it is recorded 1 Cor.12.and were not 


terein behinde any other Church ; yer every 


.Jnember of char Church was nor gifted for .a 

f the [/altor or Teacher, for ſome of them ſpake My» 

{feries in an unknown tongues edifying them=- 
- yuls 


elves only,nor others ;:thoſe were therefore to 


| ſizep Glence in the Church, and to.pray that 
[they might interpret :- by the Textir appears, 


thar as Apoltles and Prophets were difiin= 
wiſhed by ſome ſpecial gifts from Paſtors and 


. | Teachers ; ſo likewiſe again» were Paſtors and: 


Teachers by ſome fingnlar gifts , diftinguiſhed 
fom thoſe other Members of the Church » 
that were not Paſtors and Teachers ; ſome be- 
ſes diverſities of tongues, had the interprera- 
lio1 of Tongues, and alſo Prophefied winch all 
the Members were required to indeavour after 


;| 1Cor.14. 1, 125 24. ſome had the whole con-. 


currence of the Spirits gifts 2 / thank, God( ſaid 
Paul ) I ſpeak with tongues more then ye all 
1 Cor. 14. 18. and that he hadrhe interpreta- 
tion of Tongues, Miracles, Healing, Propheſy=- 
ins, &c. the Scriptures doe abundantly ſhew. 
I istrue> that the Apoſtles and Prophets are. 
{et in order before Paſtors and Teachers>1 Core, 
12. 23. becauſe they were in being before 
them, and received their Miniſtery immeclate- 


ly 


(34) 
ly fron Chriſt himſelf, Ga!. 1.11 12. theP4- 
{tors and Teachers were intiructed by them, 
they were their Doc.ors, and received their 
oitrs by their mutation : their work was al- 
"A oreate!, being ſenr to all Nations, and had 
alſo on them the care of all the C Churches , 


2 Cor. 11. 28. whereas the work of Patlorsand | 


Teach2rs, was chiefly to feed che flock : 

as the Apoliles were not reſtrained from 
Precac! 1in% in the Ciurcn, foneither were Pa- 
{tors and Teachers alcogether reftrained from 
preaching to the world : and therefore rhough 
all rheir particuar qualifications be no where 
orderly and Cuiiune My ſer down in the Scriptures 
(no more then the Apoliles, Pr GPpNetS> and E- 


vanvyelifis are ) yer being joy ned 1n the Mini- | 


{ters y WV ith the Apoiles, Prop! NC&E55 0 nd E\ angC- 


ltts, + for the OUFNering 2nd perfect ng of the. 


Saints, Erbeſ. 4. there could be no oreat dif- 
athry' in taAeir eifts. Dur certainly what was 
i=clary wm tne "Apotl C&S Munitterystor the con- 
veri:on of unbeleeveis, the editication of the 
Church; and pro, ag2tion of rhe faiths { as were 
Toneres, P rophei: < > Miracles, Healing , the 
conveyance of the © 1s Of the Spur To by the 1M- 
Portion of hands) rault needs adhere ro the 
Patiors and | Teachers for the lame Ctids. SC 
whatis ſ.oken in particular to this purpoſes 
Jam. Ge T4. I Tim. 4. 1 i 4o b- >{1des what muſt 
nec2ſlarily be concluded from the ocneral 
£0OQU! 1d, i 174 [> 1613 73 I ©) 20, 

Fourthly) And that this is oz Fill be fnr- 
ther illuctrared from henc ( viz.) that rae 


1CQe93 


Apolile would have fach oacly ordained for 
Pailors 
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(35) 
Paſtors ( according to this Text» 2 Tim. 2. 2. ) 
that ſhould be able to reach others ; andin 
2 Cor. 3. he g1ves 1t a5a general note of an a- 
ble Minilter of rhe New Tettamenr, that he 1s 
a Minifier of the Spirit 3 and whac that 1s, he 
inſtructerh us 11 1 Cor. 2. 4, 1815 On! Whoſe 
reaching 2 wot with rmticing words of mans wiſe 
dom but 12 demonſtration of the Spirit and powers 
It was that which was foretola by Chritt ſhould 
convince the world of ſins and of righteouſneſnand 
of judgments Joh. 16. $8: g. And according 
as the Goipel 15 preſenr2d ro us, It cannot O- 
therwiſe polſibly Le evinced to any ratzonal 
man. ; for inſtance in ſome particulars : who 
can withour the evidence of rhe Spirit per- 
ſwade any reaſonable man to beleeve the Do- 
rine of the Deity» ciſingmſhed 1ato three 
Perſons, Cocxiſtant, Cocternals and Coequal, 
and yer the Father of himielt, the Son begot- 


ten of the Father, and the Holy Gholt proceed- 
ins fron them both ; to beleeve rhe Conceptt= 
on of Chrilt by a Virgin, to beleeve his Perſon 
tro be conltituted of rwo Natures, Divine and 
Humane ; to beleeve that by his death, farisfa- 
Rion4s made to God for the fins of the world, 
or of any part thereof ; to beleeve, tnat God 
ſhould i:npure his righteouſneſs to finners, and 
they be made righreous thereby ; to beleevey 
tht throuch him the dead ſhall be raiſed and 
brought to judgement after the deftruction of 
the Body rurned ro dull; that into graſs and 
herbs thoſe into {leſh of Beaſts,that again into 
the fleſh of mans and man again to dult; the 1n- 


credibility whereoſ, made thoſe great _— 
Z Pts 


Philoſophers of g Athens ( whoſe learning 24, 
Baxter extols as the fruit and 1fſue oi the Spi- 
it) e Ad. 17. 32. mock and deride at Sr. Pau! 
when they heard him ſpeak of rhe reſurre&tion 
of rhe dead, asathing nor. demonttrable from 
any principle in nature ( beyond which none 
can aſpire without Divine evidence ) there- 
fore as the Goſpel came down from Heaven, ſo 
mult he be ſent from thence) that ſhall be able 
co preach 1t to ſalvation. In At. 13. 7,0 
I2. it is declared, that one Sergiz Paulns a 
prudent man hearing of Pax/,ſent for him, and 
defired him to preach the word of God; and E- 
lymas the Sorcerer withltood hims ſecking to 
tary away the Deputy from the faith; which 
when Paul ſaws being filled with the holy Ghoſtzhe 
fet his eyes on him, and [ 21d, O full of all ie ably 
and all miſchief, thou childe of the Devil, and es 
newy of all righteouſneſs, wilt thou not yet ceaſe 
to pervert the right ways of the Lord ? and now 
behold, the hand of tbe Lord ts upon thee, and thou 
ſhalt be blinde for a ſeaſon : and immediately there 
fell on him a miſt and a darkueſs, and he went a- 
bout ſeekin? one to lead him by the hand © then 
the Depaty when he ſaw what was done, belPevea, 
being aſtoniſhed at the Doftrine of the Lord. Be- 
hold here the neceſſity of the Miniſtery of the 
Spirit, vithour which Serg124 thcgha prudent 
manz and well diſpoſed to the Doctrine of God, 
could nor by the Apoſtles own preaching be 
brought to the belecf of it ; the Doctrine of 
E/j7mas prevailing with kim as much as that of 
Pan!, until Elymas by the power of Godin the 
Apollles Minittery, was {tricken with =" 

Fifth- 


7 


(37) 
Fifchly 2 If ſuch ordinary men»as CAMr.Bax- 
ter teacheth, were or ought to be ordained Pa- 
ſors 1n the Church, what needed all choſe gifts 
and vehement exhortations-that were beſtowed 
upon Timothy, for the diſcharge of that Office ? 
a man of ſuch worth> that Pau! knew none hike 
him having a natural care of the Church ; 4 
manof an unfained faith, 2 Tim. 1, 5. and of 4 
mosF temperate life, 1 Tim. 5. 25+ Which muſt 
needs free him from many temprarions, where- 
with others were liable robe drawn away ; 4 
man that had known the Holy Scriptures of the 
Old Teſtament of a childe ( the New not being 
then written ) 2 Tim. 3. 15. impoſſible now ro 
be known by any, many of the Books thereof 
being loit beyond recovery» of which we have 
onely the names, asthe Book of the wars of 
God, of Jaſher,of Nathan,of Gad, of Jehu, &c. 


and yet more to all this, he was 022 that had fully 
known the A poſt les Dottrine,2 Tim. 3.1 o. beſides 
all this , he. was a man that had many propheſies 
gone before of him, declaring what a good ſouldier 
of Jeſws Chriſt he ſhould be, 1 Tim. 1. 18. as 
there did of ]o/iah, declaring what h2 ſhould do 
© the Altar of Bethel, and Jeroboams Prieſts 
that ſacrificed thereon, 1 Ki. 13.4» 5. yet 
all this was nor judeed ſufficient, withour the 
oitts of the Spirit alſo, given him by the laying 
01 of Pauls hands, 2 Tim. 1.6. andof the hands 
of the Presbytery, 1 Tim. 4. 14+ Which for the 
diſcharge of his Miniſtery, he was required to 
ſtir up, and to keep that good thing that was com- 
mitted to him by the Holy Ghoſt, that dwelt in 


him, 2 Tim. 1.1314. Andas if all this could 
C not 


(38) 
not give the Apoſtle ſecurity enough for the 
diſcharge of 1s Munitery,ne ſolemnly chargeth 
him before ons and the Lord Jeſms Chriſt;that 
he -orld keep the C ommandment without [pot » 169= 
rebukeable, uniil the een of the Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt, 2 Tin.'q- 14. Now here I defire Mr, 
Baxter to reſolve me 1n his next > Whether 
theſe gifts of 7. mothy , were more then Paul 
thought neceſſary fora Minitter or Presbyter 
in the Church ? The | ſay they were, thenlet 
him fattshe me wherefore : they Were not more 
then were neceſſary in him : the ſay they were 
not, then I further defire hin to reſolve me, 
Wherner it can re aſonably be inagined by any 
man, that Sr. Page! willed Timothy to ordain for 
Paſtors in che Churchz perſons deltitute of or 
untfurmſhed with thoſe gifts that Par! him- 
ſelf julged of ſuch nece ty in 7 1mothy for 
thit Ofhce ? In the mean time) from the Scrip- 
turis an reaſons urged, I conclude) rhar the 
ful 1nd infill: any knowled: :e of the Goſvel,ind 
the O17 C vinznc £!frs of the Holy Ghoſt, were 
ſ Ss 2:7.0f all rhoie tic were or Td oe were 
to be 5 Mane Pattors + in the Church of Chrilt, 

CIs Ba.xter telleth us, Thar his Pains itt 
rea 311: {udyIng rhe Sc r1prures 1s {0 greats 
thar he cakes rhe labour of mot of the Trades- 
men i: Kederminſter where he livess to be but 
a_plerſuce in compariſon of 1t. He hath not 
time ro cat his Meat I. ſheet page IT. WHO 
world rhink i: roſtible 2 Mighr not an honeſt 
taborious trades mans gave half his (lndies uns 
derſtand the Sc: rIprures as 5 W >Il as he ſeems to 
19 2 furely, 1; his eje were ſtole) his whole body 
world 


| 


(39) 
eld be more full of light, Mat. 6. 2 2» 23-fome 
In Chriits rine colds not iee, becauſe aaccord- 
ng 2s the Prozher Eſaras had feretold, 1 
[pinked with rme:r ejes, leſt they Fas ſee, Mar. 
113. I5- When the men of Sod-wm. were made 
blinde they wearted themſelves wun labour to 
fndz Lots door, Ger. I 9. It. Which otherw iſe 
would hive been eaſy LO LNemM. | 
Mr. Baxter 184 Preachers and rierefore a 
Minter of Chriit, becauſe none can preach ex= 
cept Chrift ſend them : thus he reaſoneth, xs 
her, page 2. 


TREE PT Tg 


| 
| 


| | Noe Can preach except they be ſent) how to be 


underſtood. 


A plaut ble aiſconrſe of an hour or two longs 
colleet2d from Scriptures » Fatners » ard An- 
thorss 45 Plato; Socrates SCiiecas Fc CO! TPO=- 
ſed: Xccoruing ro 2 mans beit s all in the rules of 
Art, tiughr in the 5chooks adorned with pomp 


_ Of wo! ©S 3 CXQUI .cencis of p:rales.a lofty t: ile, 


With c GLYCT Fity of Langua oC J93 and deli ered with 
avoluble Toncue, 18 con .nonly held for very 
S00d Pre: iching: bur yet thus all ſorts of Scho- 
hllickmen, WW! 12th 1e7 Popul! T5 Luther AjSy Soc 
MANS) o ATVTMINANS) o AHtIHODIANSs aud Ana bap- 
tits (as well as Ur. Pax. ) have, can and doz 
preach ; ſo thar this preacning 15 no certain 
hen of a true Miniſter of Chriſt, ſenr by Fim to 


preach. Þ2i des rheſes cnere are ſeveral {OILS 
er FecGrde 4 in the Scriptures» that 


of Preachers 
were never ſenr by Chritt ro preach his Go- 
ſpel ; as fr "* therc vere ſome that preached | 


'S 4 che 


6 652 ih 


ceived) learnedr of che Apoltles, by he ating 


of them preach : bur yer being reprobare 
thereto in their minds;they preached Chriſt of 


envy and ſtrife, nor to promote his truth, bur | 
to hurt his ſervants, Phil. 1. 15. theſez though | 
chey preached the truth, yet were they not by Ir 


Chritt ſent to preach ir. 


Secondly, Some other there were > that | 


preached the Goſpel as the former did, bur 
Joyned therewith the Do&rme of Circumciſ- 
on , whereby thzy perverted the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, Af. 15.24. Neither yer were theſe 
( chough they had truly rhe fundamental prin» 
ciples of the Doctrine of Chriſtianity ) ſent to 
preach, but were to be rejeRed and cut of 
from the Church, Gal. 5. 12. 

Thirdly, There was Hymenens and Philetus 
with the: woman Jezebe/, who all of them 
preached ſome truth, yer none of them ſent to 
preach the Goſpel ; they held not the Miniſtery 
of the faith in a pure conſcience, as was requi- 
red, 1 Tim. 1. 334, 5>65 7. Tit-I. 7. therefore 
though none can preach in the Scripture-ſenſe, 
except they be ſent, yer all chat have and doe 


preach in our common ſence, are not by Chriſt | 
ſent topreach. The Apoſtles meaning there- | 


fore 1s this, ( viz. ) none can preach the Go- 
ſpel as the Goſpel ought to be preached, except 
they be ſent ; and the reaſon thereof 1s, becauſe 
none but theſe have or do receive from Chriſt 
abilities ſo ro preach. That power required 
eo the preaching of the Goſpel, was commirted 
to Chriſt, and 1s reſerved in his hand: for hin 
. - | co 


(47) 


 bbeſftowupon whom and whet he pleaſeth ; 
o ſhone can have it bur of him, nor preach, thar 


hch icnot 3 nor doth he give 17 to any, bur 
othem whom he ſendeth to preach:2nd ſo ate 
te Apoſtles words verified (none can preach 


| {xcepr he be ſenr)in any orher reſpe& whacſoe- 


Jer, all ſorts of men may, do andcan preach z 
Simon Magus himfelf or th worlt of Chritts 


| 


Inemies, as Apoſtares, who having bur learned 


the Do&trine of the Goſpel, might preach it to 
others as well as Pau! himſelf: bur the power of 
Chrift to demonl(trate them to be his Miniſters, 
thar he had ſent them, & that it was his meſſage 
nhich they delivered,was reſtrained from them 
'43an honour and priviledge peculiar to thoſe 


| rhom he did or ſhall chink meer to pur in cruſt 
| vith his Goſpel, 1 T:. TI. IL. 1t 15 1n this 


| Text by Sr. Pan! called a trult ; thereby decla- 


ing, that no man of himſelf can poſfibly arrain 


| it: whereas if it did confilt bur in the bare 
' knowledge and divulging of the Doctrine by 


word of mouth, then might any manin thoſe 
dyes, going bur to hear the Apoiiles preach 
(though with no better affection rhen rhoſe 
that went to hear Chriſt, ro the intent that 


| they might intangle him in his ſpeech ) have 


- | acquiredit,&c. but that was not ſufticient as to 


the Miniſtery : and therefore it was that $1207 
Magus offers money for that Miniſterial pow- 


| er, withour which, he knew all his knowledg of 


the Goſpel and baptiſm» ( which, conſidering 


| the infallibiliry he had therein was much more 


then the Minitter in our days hath ) would nor 
avail to declare him a complear TRIS 
| e 


| (42) 


he intended ro make a more profitable trade 
of then Chriii's Miniſters 1d. ) That power 
winch he wanre-{, he knevv was tae onely true f. 


di{tnguiſhing chara&er, berwixt a true Mini- 
{ter and a failie Teacher amonsel} all men : and 


ſo much St. Paz! reacherh> in Gal.3. 5. (Where þþ 
he ſaith ) He that worketh miracles amongſt Jo, Þ, 


, 


doth he it by the preachi:g of the Law» or by the 


preaching of faith ? not by ihe preaching of the Kr 


Law ; the preachers of Circumct{ion 1t ſeems 
then had noluch power : whereby he intima- 


reth,the Galatians might very well have known | 


they were none of Chritts true Miniſters, and 
therefore hecalled them fooliſh Galatians for 
recetvins them ; this with that which follow- 
eth, was the Apotiles plea to prove their Apo- 
{tacy from the 'truth of Ciritt, and that their 
new preachers were but deccivers ;and that al- 


though they wanted not words nor pretences | 


of truth to deceive the careleſs Chritiians) yer 


— OT” 
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having nor the power of Chrilt ro atrelſt their | 


doctrine, that was ſufhicient to diſcover themto 
be what they were toall ſuch thar had bur once 
ſeen or heard what things were done by the 
Miniſters of Chriſt. 

Again, Cha,3.2.(he faith) Received ye the 
Sprrit by the hearing of the Law, or by the hear- 
1ng of faith ? lo in ver. q« He that miniſtreth 
to you the Spirit, doth he it by the works of the 
Law, or by the Dearing of faith ? Their falle 
preachers.it app2arsas they had not the powe? 
of Go! to work Miracles, ſo neither did the 
Spirir of God G&1ipenſe it ſelf ro therr hearers 
as It did to the hearers of th2 Goſpel from the 
rrue 


lth. 


TY 43) 
trade} 2 Miniſtery, eA. 10. 44. nor did thoſe 
Ower - Miniftersby the laying on of their hands 
ove iter rhe Spirit to their Diſciples * that Was 
Mnf tar to thoſe ſent ; and foplain a demon- 
and ion of the Hear enly nature of their Do- 
here ine, and of their being ſent from God rhat 
Y% Þiched its that the: choc heno wore fard 
? the Enanitelt che falſhood of that Doctrine and 
he ni iftery that gainſaidir : and therefore they 
= "re charged That if EAY OPC5 thonoh an A; Tel 
4 ** 0-h ſhould preach any ot ber G ofpel then 
o" bt they had received \ with tuch eiidence rhat 
and uld not PO, I1bly be jul; ect-a) they (honld hold 
Ot New acer ſed; and ſo are all they thar Apoſtare 
W- fon ſuch a M inmiterys Or OP\-01 rhemielves a= 
& fant ic; or ſer up rhemſelies in the ſiead of 1, 
ell find here CAL. Baxter's charge againtt rhe 
U- Wahcnants of re Maniitery migh JC 1N Many par- 
Cs [iculars of it be allowed x bur as he applies it, 
& Itferves ro as much pu! -poſes a '51f the Mituſters 
It {f Circurncifion ſhould have a/plyedit againſt 
(0 [te Galatians reduced from following after their 
C | [ Teachings. Quett. O fool.| Hh Galatians 3 who 
& [hath bewitched youty that Ye (707 1d rot obey the 
rnth;before whoſe cjs Jeſus Chr. ſr hath been evi- 
e dently ſer #9 cb cracifed anongſt your? e Af Why 
a thoſe wrothren [of >witched themathar PCriWac ied 
? | them thac by the prerence of the Law of Aofes 
upon the pain of damnation to hearken to any 
other Golpel, Gal. 1. 6. At. wy Eb then that 
| [which before their eyes was demoni:rared to 
i be of God, and ro receive them for Bis Mini- 
ters, thar did not miniſter the Spirit unto 


them. 


And 


F (44) * 
And therfore as in the firſt publiſhino og 4 
Goſpel,” God ſaw it of neceffity not to leafſ® 
Chriſt alone, but to ſtand by him and Juliih 0 
him inall thathe preached in his name (jo 
Father that ſent me, ſaith hez beareth win 
with me.) AS 1t 1s written » Jeſus of Nazargfſ® 
A an approved of God' , by ſigns and wondt 1 
that he wrought by him, went up and down dyyÞ® 
good, and healing al that were diſeaſed, for 6 fl 
was with him:{o likewite aid Chriſt promiſech$® 
when he ſent his inro che world, he wouldioff® 
leave them alone , but be with them in lp" 
manner, Joh. 14. 215 23- and therefore whe" 
he had given a commandment to his DiſciplsF 
to goe and preach the Goſpel to all nations, heF® 
plainly rold them that as the Father had bunf* 
always with him, ſo would he be always with then , 
by his power, even to the end of the world ( whicP" 
perhaps is to be underſtood like unto thotF 
words of Pal, 2 Tim. 1.14- for their life tinm)Þ 
to bear witneſs to their preaching, as une FP 
ther had his ; and ſiridtly charged them, thuf 
they ſhould not goe from Jeruſalem, til] they hal 
recerved it 3; becauſe he knew it would ben 
vain to preach without it : and ſo ſenſible were 
the Apoliles of the neceſlity of that power to | 
atrend their Miniftery, that whilſt they wer: 
all cogether aſſembled ar Jerſalem , with on] 
voice they prayed, That God by ftreiching fort 
his hand , would grants that fignes and wonder | 
might be done by them , in the name of his hi) | 
Childe Jeſus : and they went forth ( ſairh the 
Text ) ad preached the Goſpel, and every where 
God was with them, confirmins their words, 0) 


a 


- (45) 

of t! ind miracles, eAmen * Which being 1n- 
hos reted> is, ſo It ſhall be, wiz. whereſoever 
jug;$9 preached to the end of the world, (for 
e ( xromiſe of Gods being with them,being to 
winged of the world, and the.naure obrhat his 
On being clearly unfolded ro be meanr 
0nd, fs power, to confirm their words by ſignes 
 Eimiracles as long as the one laſteth, rhe 0- . 


Y 
p 
) 


| ann : 
r CP afterh; no fignes and wonders confirming, 


2c,$ie Miniſters preaching, nor to be under- 
dightd promuſed from this Text ) which confir- 


1 ($91 Of N15, according to Ar. Baxters Do- 
Eine» was needleſs ; for they might have told 
ples Þ people > The word which we preach unto 
\ {fv none other bur rhe truth, which hath 
lyroften confirmed ; firlt, By Chrift himſelf 
lens life rime. Secondly, By his reſurrecti- 
Nic Paficiencly, by the rifing of the Saints at the 
os fue rime going incothe holy City, and ſhew- 
".- themſelves ro many. Thirdly z By the 
k;.firits coming down upon ns  1n ſhape like 
hy fito cloven rongnes at Jeruſalem , Whither 
i; [may reſort, and enquire of the certainty of 
. Fee things:but the Apoliles knew that this was 
2: ([Þ weak a foundation for men to build their 
, fath upon; which was to ſtand, not in the word 
;- ſ{man, bur in the power of God, This there=- 
1 Pre panl ſo much gloried of, as his only con- 
ring weapon, 2 (or. 10.33 435:6. might) 1n 
; Prration through God, tothe throwing down of 
» [rong holds,and every imagimation that exalted it 
o iF againſt the Goſpel of Chriſt « This was 1t that 
etroyed the worldly intere(t and proud Mint- 
ery of the High Priefts;Scribeszand Phariſees, 

{ has 


t 
J 
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: (44) * 
And therfore as in the firſt publiſhino ge þ #% 
Goſpel, God ſaw ir of neceffity nor to 9 
Chritt alone, but to ſtand by him and Juli 0 pre 
him in all thathe preached in his name ( rom 
Father that ſent me, ſaith hes beareth win" 9 
with me.) AS it is written » Jeſus of Nazar 
a man approved of God', by ſigns and word P* 
that he wrought by him, went up and down dy 
good, and healing a'l that were aiſeaſed, for (; rlaſte 
was with him:ſo likewiſe did Chrilt promiſegh; rue 
when he ſent his inco the world, he wouldn$* P* 
leave them alone , but be with them in lu"? © 
manner, Joh. 14. 21527. and therefore wheſſ* 
he had given a commandment to his Diſciple © 
to goe and preach the Goſpelto all nations, h; hST 
plainly told them that as the Father had be a 
always with him, ſo would he be always with the as I 
by his power, even to the end of the world ( which aff 
perhaps is to be underſtood like unto thorf® 
words of Panl, 2 Tim. 1.14- for their life tim)P. | 
to bear witneſs to their preaching, as un Fi me 
ther had his ; and ſtriftly charged them, thuf® © 
they ſhanld not goe from ]ruſalem, till they hu wm: 
recerved it ; becauſe he knew it would beuf* 
vain to preach without it : and ſo ſenſible werP?, 
the Apoſtles of the necellity of that power t! ath1 
atrend their Minittery, that whilſt they wer ima 
all cogether aſſembled ar Jeruſalem , with on] : 
voice they prayed, That God by ſtreiching fort 260 
his hand » would OYAants that frgnes and wondert wir 
might be done by them , in the name of his hit gon. 
Childe Jeſus :£ and they went forth ( ſaith the Jo 
Text ) and preached the Goſpel, and every whert x & 
God was with them confirmino their words, 0) = 


ſigns 


(45) 
ind miracles, Amen ©: Which being in- 
reteds 1s, ſo it ſhall be, iz. whereſoever 
u$ preached to the end of the world, (for 
(4 xomiſe of Gods being with them, being to 
i fend Of the world, and the.nature of that his 
$i being clearly unfolded ro be meanr 
145 power, to confirm rheir words by ſignes 
J;$niracles> as long as the one laſteth, the 0- . 
(oF laftern; no ſignes and wonders confirming, ; 
$7 Minitters preaching, nor to be under- 
Id promaſed from this Text ) which confir- 
$10n Of h1s, according to Afr. Baxters Do- 
he 80> was needleſs ; for they might have told 
ls pxople > The word which wepreach unto 
$-1snone other bur rhe trurh, which hath 
,F10ften confirmed ; firſt, By Chrift himſelf 
-Þ5 life time. Secondly, By his reſurrectt- 
.paficiencly, by the ring of the Saints at the 
fe rime, going incothe holy City, and ſhew- 
F ; themſelves ro many. Thirdly » By the 
fits coming down upon ns , 1n ſhape like 
«fo cloven rongnes at Jeruſalem , Whither 
jſumay reſort, and enquire of the certainty of 
\[*& things:but the Apoliles knew that this was 
.Þ weak a foundation for men to build their 
fith upon, which was to ſtand, nor in the word 
man, bur in the power of God, Thus there= 
Þr2 panl fo much gloried of, as his only con- 
fiering weapon, 2 (or.10433 435:6. m1ghty 19 
ration through God , to the throwing down of 
mg holds;and every imagination thar exalted it 
Fagainft the Goſpel of Chriſt « This was it that 
troyed the worldly interett and proud Mint- 
kry of the High Priefts;Scribes:and Phariſees, 
{ Whas 
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(what ſhall we does, ſaid theys for that a nol zpre 
miracle is aone by theſe men and we cant dh, 1 
:2t < but ith at ut be 370 9 farther o3ſed; let 2 ſirax uel! 
charge thems that aj *, eak #0 more 1n thin\v 
Name, Act. 4. 16. ) This brought LO nougſſe V 
the worſhip _ Te wp of Ps Atl, iheac 
24> CFC a ind all rhe g0GS and vodUdefles of tid n' 
Hearts with the Witch-cralt of S1men rip! 
455 eAtl. «9» 10511» 12513. Of Elymas finely 
Sorceier, AG. 13. $5 to I 2. and of all other une 
uſed curious Arts, Att.19.18,19. whobroupbe 
their Books, and burnt them before allmen reac 
this deltroyed the witdomn of the world, 1 Cofyithe 
1. 29, and turned the world it telf upiide domnffnd. 
this was tneir letters credence from Chrilifre be 
Wherefoever tiey came, an Epiitle from Hezſtow 
ven of Gods own han I-WrItingtO tetitine whoſginow 
ſervants rhey WCrez tnat they needed nor (kein 
Pearl fad ) letters of recommendation as fongothe 
Ocherss the holy Spirit that accompanied theiconr: 
Minitery, ant all thoſe thar received its wean! 
ther Eg1tle ſeen and read of ail men, 2 (ng en] 
3s 25 35 Be 15 \Was 211 the doubts and conti 
verhfes, Wherener -—Þ the Apoſtles Lit 
ſelves Af. 17. 6:75 8 28. Or Dtwit tn 
and the Crurches: oc berwixt the Churches a 
falſe Teachers that troubled them) Jeckl 
2 C0712 33 « he! <by ny Was mit -uctedN 
preach to the Gents, Act. 10. i9+ 20; I 
els informe Fs Peter was the Minilter © I fave. 
Chrilt ; the Brethren and Peter ailureds th. Twi 
the Gentiles had reccived rhe trirch, ed. 1 0the 
44>45>5465 47. the Churchat Jernſt 9 (aq we { 


fied, that Peter had not {one amis » 1n go Min 
id 


1 }- 
Y 
c 


(am) 


wtahpreach to the Uncircumciſed, AB, 11, 15, 


ot dſl; 17» 18. SO that now to. Mr. Baxters 
rarfiueltions How ſhall we preach except we be (ont ? 
2 Anſwer» He and they, and any Philoſopher in 
o&: world, that hath bur their Books, may cafily 
ach as well as they do;and much berter,if they 
dnor wilſully wink with their eyes acainlt the 
niptures (which they would be thoughr robe 
T&cly preachers of) as he hath done in this ar- 
Sunenc : bur ro preach the Goſpel as it ought 
Wbe preaciied, or as the Miwſters of Chriſt 
rnfreached ir nenher he » nor any other man 
Canthourt Chritis ſending them, can potlibly do. 
Wand his Queſtion, ow ſhall we preach, except 
niltfie be ſear ? he ſhould rather have ſtared thus 2 
leftow (hall we preach the Goſpel, ſeeing we 
offinow 1t nor ? Or any beleeve our preaching, 
(icing we that preach it, do nor beleeve each 
TJother 2 as the multitude of our cuarrels and 
eJonroverfies both old and new, doe witneſs a- 
aranitus ; a clear evidence, that we were never 
nqknt by Chritt to preach. 


Salvation not limited to the beleef of the Goſpel. 


Bur if 2r. Baxter be not a Miniſter of the 
4 Goſpel; then we cannot hear ity beleeve it, nor 
1 be ſaved, 1 ſheets page 2+ 

j Tt. Azſw, We thall rather be damnedthen 
ſaved for beleeving his Goſpel > if Doctor 
1.19; ſs, Mr. Kendal, Dr. Owen, Mr. Crandoz and 
{Others of the Miniſtery may be credited : andif 
we ſhall nor beleeve them, rhey being of rhe 
Miniſtery for whom and in whoſe defence 
may 


* 
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he made his two Sheers » we ſhall be damnedfinc 


alſo, if rhe rexture of theſe Sheets , or hem 
may be credired : Doeſt thou beleeve n the SwI60c 
of God ? (aid Chrilt ro the blinde man, Joh, g,þnev 

B 


35> 36. Lord, ſaid he, who us hes that 1 may be- 
leeve in hz ? $0 ſay we, Lord, who 18 he that 
preacheth rhe Son of God or his Goſpel, that 
we may beleeve 1: ? for onr preachers of all 
hands pronounce us damned, whether we be. 
leeve or be{ceve them nor. Lerrtheir Books og' 
allkdes be examined, andit will appear, «that 
what one parry ofthem calls the Goſpel, the o- 
ther pronounces herefie ; and yet they allof 
thzm, like yr. Baxter,tellus, we cannot be 
ſaved, except we beleeve them. Chrilt bla- 
med the Samaritaze;, becauſe they worſhipped 
they knew nor what, Joh. 4. 22. the meaning 
15, for worſhip>ing a God, and ufing a worſhip 
wich they did ror tyfaltivly undertiandto be 
Divine 3 tor otherwiſe they knew what they 


worſhipped, and what their worſhip was as | 
wellas they that worſhip the Holy Hoalt , or | 


any other worſhippers doe. 
For this reaſon, Chrilt declaredzthat God re- 
jecteth the worſhip done to hin, which hath no 
2trer ground of certainty» rhenthe traditions 
of Men, at. 15. 9g. The Do&trine and wor- 
ſhip therefore of the Miniltery, being ſo uncer- 
rain as themſelves do diſcover it, 15 not to be 
received as Gods inſtitution, nor can it preJu- 
dice any mans ſalvation to refule it, 
Irs true, whzn Chriſt ſent out his Miniſters 
co preach rhe Goſpel, and was every where 


wita themyconfirming their word, he Es 
that 
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nned He c whoſoever beleeved them nOoty ſhould be 
r teJ@mned : diſobedience ro the manifeſt will of 
 SmJGodor his goodneſs revealed in Chritt » brings 
þ, g ievitable deſtruRtion, Heb. 2. 33 4 


ye. Bur noſuch danger can attend the unbeleef 
tharof choſe who do nor ſo much as undertiand, or 
that Jicleeve their own DoGtrine ; and. who elſe 
all Jiben ſhall ? leaſt of all, if they do bur conſider 
be. 
on'iters> that he wopld have beleeved : for ſuch a 
it Jharmony there was berwixt them, Chriſt ahd 
0 [the Father, that whoſoever heard any one of 
of [items heard in his voice Chriſt andthe Father 
x {ſpeaking ro them. If 7 ſend any. im my Name 
L pair Chriſt, ſpeaking indefinitely ) he that 
d I rareth him, heareth me; and he that heareth mes 
o [rarcth alſo the Father that ſent me : the words 
p | fterefore of ſuch whom Chriſt ſendeth are none 
: [her then the very expreſs mind of God him- 


7 JF: whence are the words of Paul, We preach 
{ [ot our ſelves; 2 Cor. 4» 5. but (hrift Jeſws rhe 


Cd 


| Lords and our ſelves your ſervants for his ſake ;_ 


' there was not a word nor fillable inall their 
| preaching, but the very infallible & immaculate 
nord of God, without mixture or adulterati- 
01, Now if any man ſhall apply this ro the Mi- 
niſtery of the whole Ghriljan world, as Hr» 
Baxter doth in his 1.Sheet,paze 4» 7. 1t muſt 
then follow , that either, rhoſe Miners are 
none of Chrifs, nor ſent by him, nor dopreacti 
his Goſpel;or elſe(which werg blaſphemy to 1ma=- 


; * © v » e © « \ 8 & 

ible, uncertain variable, contradi&tious and ar 

oppoſition ini and with themſelves in all che 
D prime 
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ne diſparity berwixt, them and Chriſts Mint- . 


fine ) God and Chriſt mult be holden ro be fal- 


| 
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(50) 
principles of Religion, according as theſe Mi. 
nilters have been for theſe 1500. years and up. 
wards , this 15 horrid indeed) and yet nothin 
bur the inevitable conſequence of theſe Mini- 
ſters Doctrine, who come in Chrilt's name, and 
ſay, he hath ſent them, and preach lies, contra- 
dictions, and nothing bur uncertainties ro the 
people; for his word ; who may therefore nor 
onely be refuſed without danger, but ought in 
duty according to the Scriptures be rejeGted 
and exploded, as thoſe falſe Teachers that 
Chritt foretold ſhould come into the worldin 
his name to decetve the people. 

Bur doe they not preach tome truth ? 

Azxſw. Not in Divinity, themſelves being 
Judges. - | 

2. But what if they did preach ſome Truth? 
they are not therefore God's Miniſters : Jere- 
boams's Prielts, Baal's Prieſts, and rhe preachers 
of Circumcihon» preached ſome truth) or elſe 
they could never have perſwaded ſo knowinga 
people as the Ifraclites and Chriſtians Huſt 
needs be.judged to be,whom they deceived. 

Thirdly, Every Boy .or Girl, when they 
read the Scriptures doe declare ſome truth, and 
rather to bz eſteemed. rhe word of God, then 
their preaching ; yu afe not rhey therefore 
Minilters : the Ezzzch read the Prophet Eſar 
as, but could not underſtand what he read, un- 
til the Spirit ſent Philip ro guide him» - At, 8, 
3O3 ZI. 4 | 

Bur they preach moral Do&rines, which need 
ho evidence » but what they bring with them. 

Anſw, So did and doe all Moral Philoſo- 
phers 


RISE... > TY 
Mi. fiters > who yet .chough they doe God high 
up. f{rvice therein, yet are they not therefore hol- 
ine fien Chriſts Miniſters, whoſe buſineſs was to 
inj. Jxvealthe Goſpel, a DoEtrine beyond Humane 
and J0ghizance, OE Fd 

ra. | Secondly, Theſe are no good preachers of 
the Þforal duries : for if at any time tney chance to 
1p Fl inco any diſcourſe of rhat narure ( as much 
in $#1n them hes ) they diſcourage all men from 
ed fadeavoring afcer thoſe excellent vertues that 
ar JYould make all men happy in the uſe of them) 
in [by tzlling them; thar rhe belt of thoſe vertuous 
ations are ſo far from obtaining Gods favour 
ad acceptation, that they rather incur his diſ-, 
o fpaſure againlt the doers of them;relling them 
hat ar the beſt they are bur gilded fins, or as 
2 [ nenftruous cloathes before him ; and there- 
- | fore they reach, thar they mult forſake thems 
and come naked to Jeſus Chriſt, whos their a- 
ne righreouſneſs, ( and yer how this 1s to be 
underſtood, they have not yet agree, having 
amongt themſelves a multirude of ſeveral de-. 
fnitions of faith and juſlification, that no man 
 knoweth which of them to adhere unto ; ) and, 
thus-rthey make themſelves like unſavory ſalt; 
g00Ffor nothing, TT 

I. Almighty God being the common Fa- 
ther of mankinde,we are in{trufted from hence 
to beleeve him to be loving, kindez and tender 
towards all men +; and as in goodneſs he excel- 
lth frail man»ſo much his piry and regard to- 
wards men exceeds rhe moſt tender loving Fa- 
ther rowards his children, Dyke 11+ 11 12. {f 
A fon ſhall ask bread, ſaith Chriſt, off any of you. 
D 2 thas 


bo of 


F 


(5 ) | TOO OO 
that z5 a father, will he gue him aſtone ? or if by he 1; 
ask a fiſhywill he give him a ſerpent ? or if he ag that t 
an egp, will he give him a Scorpion ? if youths evil 
are evil know how to groe good things to Jour thil 


dren, how much moze (hall your Heavenly Father 3 
g1ve hrs holy Spirit to thoſe that ask him ? 3. 

2- Andaswe are taught to underſtandhisÞ,q. 
g00dneſs rowards us from his relation of a f4- 0h | 
ther, ſo alſoare we tauzhr the ſame leflon from wth 
his being our Creator: Thos haſt piry,aith hero hen 
Jonas, oz the gourd for which thou haſt not labs dru6 
rea,which came up ina day,and withered 11a da; quir 


and ſhould not 1 ſpare Ninive, that great City, 
wherein are more then ſrxſcore thouſand perſons, Cer 
which cans; diſcern berrixt their right hand and 
the left ? Jon. 4. his render metcies are overall Jy, 
his works; he will have compaſſion on the work |;,., 
of is hands, and therefore he doth nor willing- 
ly afflict nor g:1eve the children of men, The 
Pſalmitt ſpeaking of the liraelites, how much 
God had endeared them to him by his goodneſs, | 
_ and howungrarefui and hypocritical they were {p,, 
in their dealing towards him , Pſal. 78. ſaith, |,,p 
T hat many a time he tured his anger away, and , ſee 
aid not ſtir up all his wrath : for he remembred \'}, 
that they were but fleſh » a winde that paſſetWawa) |, 
and cometh not again + and if he were thus ten- 
der towards the wilful , ſtubborn, and rebelli- th, 
ons, how much more tender is, and will he be |, 
towards the {imple-hearted? as it is intimated, | | 
In Jo. 4. before cired. And therefore when |. 
he had denounced againſt the Iſraelites that had }\, 
ſeenſo many of his great works, thar for thelt |, 
wilful difobedience they ſhould nor enter _ cc 

the 


, » 4 


O_ 


f be the land he had promiſed to them) he told them 
Afar their children that were innocent of their 
V wil; and knew not the difference betwixr good 
| fa nd evil, they ſhould enter into that good land 
Mer rich they had deſpiſed. 
til 37 From the righteouſneſs of God we are 
* [furedthat he will accept of every man that fear- 
Bae 0h him At. 10. 34> 35+ and that he requi- 
M Frch not of any of them, more or other ſervice, 
= hen he affordech them means ſufficienc to in- 
” [fudt chem in : where he giverh much, he re- 
/: [aireth the more; and where he gjverh little, 
? gieasketh the leſs, Mat. 25., and therefore the 
Gentiles that were without the Lawswalking ac- 
urding to the Law of Nature written m their 
kearts> and doing by nature the things contained 
© [x che Law, are declared by the Apotlle to be as 
” ficceptable ro Gad, as the Jew that had the ler- 
ter of the Law and Circumcifion, Rom. 2. 145 
127, he doth not require impoſſibilities of any, 
* Jhur things feaſable ro them : Say mot 2 thy 
" Ihrart ( faith he ) who ſhall aſcend into Heaven, 
bring down (hriſt from above ; or who ſhall de= 
ſcend into the deep to bring up Chriſt from the 
dead? ( things impoſſible to thee ) bur what 
ſaith he 2 the word us migh thee, even m thy heart, 
ard in thy month, ( in the Apoliles Miniſtery ) 
that thou mayeſ# doe it, and therefore he requires 
It of thee as thy duty, R9ms IO» Gs 7 8. 
Fourthly, And therefore God referreth him- 
fin his proceedings with men to the judg- 
{ment and determination of their own conſcien- 
&s , b=cauſe he will have none of them to 
complain againt{t him> for being a hardauſtere 
D 2 judges 
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(54) 
judge, .but will be juſtified by rhem in all his 
ſayings, md overcome when he is judged, Roy, 
3- 4- and therefore the conſciences of the 
Gentiles, that had only the Lay of Nature for 
their rule, ſhall be their only accuſers andexcu- 
ſers, in the day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets 
of all men by Jeſus Chriſt ; and according to 


thar evidence ſhall their judgment be : andſo [} 


likewiſe Chriſtians, that had the Law of Chri 
for their inftru@ion, according to I Foh. 3.19, 
20 2I. were taught to knoyy, that as their own 
conſciences teſtified to them their obedience or 


diſobedience to that Law, they were to aflure 


themſelves both of the favour or diſpleaſureof 
God towards them : hereby we know that me 
are of the truth, aud ſhall aſſure oar hearts before 
him : for if our heart condemn #i, Gods 
greater then our hearts and knoweth all things, 
Beloved, if our hearts condemn us not» then have 
we confidence towards God, 

According tothe verdict of every matis con- 
ſcience ( whether Jew , G:zntile or Chriſtian) 


ſhall his final ſentence be ; conſcience as It ap- | 
pears» being conſtitured by God as a moſt um- | 
partial judge berwixt him and them : whence it 


was<hat he pur himſelf ( when he was to oive 
ſentence againſt men for their evils) ro be 
judged by them, rouching the righteouſneſs 0i 
char his judement againſt rhem : O mer of Jeri 
ſalem and Judah, judge you, I pray you» betwiit 
me and my ME Ifa. 5. 334. what could 1 
have done more for my vineyards that T have 
Aone ? &c. yea, which is yer more> he puts the 
men cf rhe meltfeared conſciences, the Scribes 
and 


ll his 
Row, 


Kr) 


entence againſt themſefves ſhould be, Mar. 
11. 40> 4Ie for their nt rendring to him the 
fruits of h15 vinezard, but beating and killing his 
eſt ſervants and only Son » when he ſent them to 
require it of them : what will the Lord of the vine- 
jard ( fairh Chriſt) doe to theſe hasbandmen,y 
phen he cometh ? They anſwer ( though they 
knew that he ſpoke it again(t themſelves ) he 
will miſerably deſtroy thoſe husbandmen, and let 
wht his vinezard to others, And this was their 
rery judgment from God afterwards. 

All which confidered, there is no man that 
hath any cauſe ar all ro be diſcouraged or doube 
his ſalvation» becauſe he cannor underſtand the 
Goſpel certainly;nor the true ſenſe of the ſeveral 
Books of Scripture,being concealed from them, 
or to think himſelf necetlitared co follow atrer 
blinde guides for inftruction, as many do , who 
ſuperſticiouſly receive and ſuck in their deviſed 
Do&rinesz to the puzling of their mindes» and 


diſordering the whole courſe of their lives, thar 
they neither know whar to think, nor what to 


|| doe, nor whereunto to truſt ; what Miniſter 


W+ W 


þ 
4 


= 


they ſhould beleeve , or what definition of 
faith is beſt to be embraced ; whether they ſhall 

e ſaved by works, whether by faith and works» 
or whether by faich without works ; whether 
God hath received ſatisfa&tion for their ſins, or 
whether he doth freely forgive their fins 5 whe- 
ther they muſt nor repent and bring forth good 
works, as an Antecedent to their juſtification, 


| orwhether as a conſequence thereof ; whether 


they mult firſt beleeve and then repent; or whe- 
| D 4 ther 


1nd Phariſees, to pronounce what their very 
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ther they mult nor firlt repent, and then 
leeve ; with rheſe and a multitude of the like 
incricacies (which would be too large here tg 
recite ) they are hurried and perplexed to their 
livesend ; and as much to ſeek then as ever: 
have nor many ſpent their whole dayes to x 
much purpoſe as they ſhould have done, in 
ſeekihg a knot in a ruſh, or a needle in a bottle 
of hay ? for theſe and the reſt of their devices 
are undererminable, laſting from age to age, to 
a thouſand generations , to make themſelves 
work and to keep the people at their bay, God 
putteth no man upon ſuch tasks ; he is not like 
Nebachadnezzar to require thar of mortals, 
Which belongeth only ro a God, or to deſtroy 
them for not interpreting a dream, and relling 
What it is, Daz.2. It 27» 28, All that he re- 
quireth of them; is but ro be upright and fin- 
cere In What they certainly know to be his will; 
he asked no more of ,Abraham, Gen. 17. and 
in doing that, he was reputed the friend of God, 


Corxelizs gave much alms to the poor, which | 


eame ww remembrance before God, At. 10. for 
him : andſuch alms are declared to he ſacrifices 
Wherewith God is well pleaſed, Heb.t 3.1 5.Yet 
in theſe good things,he diipenſeth with all ſuch 
thar ar? not ina capacity todo them ; nor doth 
atry mans*conſcience » who hath nor this worlds 
goods z trouble hims becauſe he doth not offer 
thoſe ſacrifices. He could nor blame the Iſrae- 
lires, nor they blame themſelves; either for not 
making brick withour ftraiy, or for failing of 
their full tale» when ſufficient allowance of 
fam was denyed them; ſo neither is ic wy 

2 rt es EO ” ho 


by 


be. | 


2” "oe 


ſe by him-neither can man blame himſelf for his 


enorance of the Goſpel and its worſhip,when 
tisnor demonſtrared to him as it ought to be, 


For as Chriſt hath promiſedir ſhould, when ir is 


oeached ; hs Farherly afte&ion, his reſpe& 
vthe work ofhis hands, his righteouſneſs and 
gquitable Spirit, and ſubjecting himielf to the 
Law of mans underſtanding, when he enters jn- 
o judgment with him, will not ſuffer him robe 
mreaſonable with them ; he can afloon deny 
limſelf, as his own hand-writings the teſt of 
conſcience in the hearts of men : nor 1s the 


dame greater for refuſing the Goſpel,when it is - 


ſpreached then it 1s for receiving any Do- 


arine for ic > that hath nor the Goſpels evi- 


&nce with it; no more can the evilin oppoſing 
thetrus Miniftery, when it 1s ſent, be greater 
then it 1s to receive a falſe in Chriſts name char 
he never ſent;but eſpecially,when they are ſuf- 
fciently diſcovered to be none of his, not only 


| by the wane of the true ſigns, which according 


tothe Scriptures he hath left ro know his Mi- 
niſters by ; bur contrariwiſe, have viſibly upon 
them all thoſe marks whereby the Spirit of pro- 
phefie hath deciphered our thoſe falſe Teachers 
that ſhould ariſe in the world, viz. Teachers 
of Fables, pleaſers of men, decervers of the ſim- 
ple, always teaching, and never bring thei hear- 
ers to the knowledge of the truth ; taking upon 
them to be Teachers, not knowing what they ſpeaks 
nr whereof they affirm; continually toſſing the peo- 
ple to and fro with ſeveral mindes of " : 
gwen to filthy lucre) and for that end mA mer- 


chandize of men, ſcorning the low humble life 
> of 


(58) 
of Chriſt and his Miniſters, prepare war againſt 
all thoſe that will nor put into their mouths, 
and cloath their backs like unto thoſe that live 
in Kings houſes, 


; . 
CMre Daxters challenge to rhe Mag iſt YAtesy 
anſwered, 


There 1s yet one thing more that muſtnor 
be palt by ( without ſome ſcanning) ) forir 
ſeems that CA1r. Baxter hath great confidence, 
char it will dand him 1n much {tea for the ſup- 
port of his Miniltery : The Scriptures he ſaith, 
are more clear for a Miniltery then a Maglſtra- 
cy» though clear enongh for both, page 2. and 
hereupon in page 1 2 4#d 14. he challengeth 
all our Magllirates to prove as goo a title to 
his Miniftery, as they canto their ſeveral Ofh- 
CCS. 

eAnſw. What 18 Mr. Baxters intention in 
this ? thinketh he by this means to ſear himſelf 
upon the ſhoulders of Princes and Governourts, 
chat if they ſtand, he may be ſure to ride ; orto 
ler them know, that if they ler him fall, he will 
pull chem down with him $ or otherwiſe, if they 
wil not allow him to be a rrue Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriit,he will nor allow them ro be true Magt- 
ſtrates of our Nation. This I have heard was the 
policy of the Biſhops of Rome, practiſed upon 
the Emperors of Germany, © c. tor the obtain- 
Ing of their Supremacy and rhe treble Crowty 


St. PM's Succeſſors. And like hereto was 
the Biſhops maxime>No Biſhop970 King: but this 


de- 
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as 7h riohr, for being Chritt's Vicarsz and | 


| 
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(59) 
&ceit having been diſcovered, it is too late for 
Mr. Baxter now to practice it : For the Law of 
Nature and neceſlity doth inſtruc all Nations 
whatſoever, to provide a Government for their 
own ſafety » againtt rhe violznee and outrage 
of exorbicant perſons , forreign or domeſiick ; 
and this the Scripture doth likewiſe ſufficiently 
warrants whilſt that they doe allow of all the 


! Governments ment1onedin them ( though dif- 


ferent from thar of the Jewiſh Nation ) and 
never blamerh any of them, otherwiſe then for 
their not governing according to thoſe general 
jules of equity and right ; for whichevil, Go- 
yernment was provided : and it cannot be o- 
therwiſe, becauſe where there 1s no Lawzthere 
can be no rtranſerefſion ; and therefore GoJ ha- 
ving never preſcribed aty univerſal form of Go- 
vernment» nor appointed by what perſons, nor 
under what titles the Government of the world 
ſhoyld be managed, what the ſeveral Nations 
of men have or.ſhallthink meer to eſtabliſh in 


) | 


» 
| 4 
< 


| 


thoſe things, cannot poſſibly be diſpleajing ro 
him ; the right ends of Governmentzin the Po- 
ples chufng) in the Governours ruling, and the 
people obeying, being obſerved, the Scripture 
approveth both of the Governors & governed, 
And therfore the Iiraefites finned nor 6mply in 
defiring a King,bur for thar they being undera 
good government and governours ummecaately 
ſtirred up and called by God to be their Savi- 


ours from their Enemies, to doe them Juſtice | 


withont taking any thing of them, in which re- 
ſpe& ir was ſaid, that God reigned aver them, 
1 Sam. 3. 7. they ingratefully rejected this 
mercy 


C7 


mercy of God to them , and deſired a Kino, | 


whoſe oppreſſive practiſes in thoſe dayes beins 
quire contrary to thetr Govern'>rs that they re- 
jected, laid open to them, 1 Sam. 8. at larve; 
it was ſuppoſed , that the King whom the 
ſhould elect , by the evil example of thoſe 
Kings, would fall into their oppreliive praRtiſes, 
co the deſtruction of the ends of jult Govern- 
ment ; bur if they did not, but continued to 
keep the Commandments of the Lord, then did 
he promiſe that he woulabe with them, and 
bleſs them and their King alſo, 1 Sam. L2. 1 

I4> 20,24. but if they did wickedly, then they 


ſhould be deſtroyed and their King, ver. 25, 


And hence both Nebachadnezzar and Nero, the 
people of God were commanded to obey and 
pray for them) as alſo for all other Kings and 
all chat were in Authortiry, and that they might 
live a peaceable, or inoffenfive life, in all God- 
lineſs and honeſty under chem : and it was for 
their degenerating fro the principles of juſt 
Government into Tyranny » thar the firlt of 
thEm was turned to feed with the Beaſts of the 
field » and later, declared a common Enemy 
co mankinde : for this is a molt ſure rule, that 
no Magiſtrate can juitly command > what the 
people may not lawfully doe ; and no man may 
lawfully do any thing) either againit rhe known 
Law of God or Nature ; therefore the Magt- 
ſtrate cannor lawfully require any ſuch thing. 
Which rule being obſerved, there is not any 
form of Government, nor any ſort of Gover- 
nours but are honoured of God, and oughtto 
be reverenced of men. Magiſtracy therefore 


hath 


(6) 


 [hach not only ſufficient aurhoricy from the Lay 


of Nature(which if there were none other, is e- 
nough for irs juſtification ) bur alſo from rhe 
Criptures;& they do allo clearly diſcover to usz 
that Jeſus Chrift did inſtiture a Miniſtery, con» 
fiting of Apoliles,Prophers,Evangeliſts,Paſtors 
and Teachers; and that they and their doArines, 
by the viſible gifrs of the Spirit and operations, 
ſhould be known from all gther Minilters to 
theend of the world : For as Jazres and Jam- 
bres with(tood Afoſes ( by their figns and won- 
&rs that they wrought before Pharaoh and his 
ſervants 3 ſo the Scriptures have forerold a falſe 
Miniſtery ſhould afiſe, that ſhould in like man- 
ner withſtand the true ; bur rheir folly ſhall be 
made manifeſt ro all men,as Jazres and Jambres 
was » by the power of Chriit that ſhallatrend 
his Miniſtery to the end of the world, which 
ſhall be ſo great ; that although many falſe 
Prophets and falſe Chriits ſhall ariſe, and with 
creat fignes and wonders {hall decelve many; 
yet the power of Chriſt in his own Maniſters 
ſhall ( as it did art the firſt) ſofar tranſcend 
them, that thoſe tharsſhall bur remember what 
Chriſt hath rold them aforehand » ſhall nor 
2 miſled by chem. This Miniftery the Scrip- 
ture clearly holds forth ro us , as clearly as It 
doth the Office of a Magiftrare;-nt doth it ſerve 
to prove Mr. Baxters title to be as good ro the 
Miniſtery of Chrift, as any Magittrate in Ez- 
#land harh ro his Office ? who beſides him will 


-affirm this ? w.:2t 2 would he have us thinke, 


that becauſe the Scriptures doe record to-usa 


Miniſtery,rherefore his is thar Miniſtery ? muy 
chen 
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| (62) 
then not the Biſhops ( which he helpedtopull | 
down ?) mighr nor Bellarmine Of Romez or Jobs L:, 
of Leyden, thus jultifie their Miniſtery, as well ;e 
as ne ? by this reaſon. he might prove himſelf Þſe 
a Prince, a Prophet, a Pref} > or what he lift- 
eth>as well as one of Chritt's ordinary fixed þ, 
Presbyrers, ( for that is the only Miniltery he 
pleads for.) We do not acknowledg our Mz- | 
giltrares for true Magiltrates,becauſe the Scrip- | 
cure tells us there were {ſuch » or for that they 
call or eſteem themſelves to be ſuch ( forfo 
might Jack, Straw, Jack, Cade, Owen Glendar, 
Cc.) but becauſe they being found inareal 
capacity to perform thar Oftice, have by the 
ſuperior Authority of the Nation been called 
thereto, and Authorized to exerciſe 1t over us; 
and hereby they become our true Magittrates, 
and their title unqueltionable, 

And now, if er. Baxter will perform his 
promiſe, and prove his claim tothe Miniltery of 
Chriſt , to be as unqueſtionable as rheirs, he 
mult doe theſe rwo things : Firlt, make 1 ap- 
pear> that he is ſufficiently provided with gutts 
for the Miniſtery. And ſecondly, That hes | 
rivhtly called therero by Chriſt. If he will make 
o00d rhe firlt, he muſt manitelt himſelf ro be in- | Fa 
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the whole counſel of God , committed to his | im 
Minitters> Afar.16. Alt.20. 271th 2 Tim. 3 | Cy 
Io. 2 Tim. 2. 2. for otherwiſe he cannor be | an 
a Preacher thereof ro any, 2. He mult by 
the like infallible e , idence demonſtrate chat as ''T 
this great truſt is committed to him, I Tim.t. | 


It, I2. fo he doth faithfully diſcharge the | Bi 
| ſame- 


+5 


ull Fe; not keeping any thing thereof back, At, 
re I. 20. nor handle 1t deceirfully, 2 Cor. 4. 2. 
vell elſe no man can have a ſufficient ground to 
elf Þleeve him. | 
lit- J This he cannot poſſibly do;which hathzirs pro- 
xd fyble, cauſed him to ſtate the caſe ſo covertly 
' ie Ind deceitfully as he hath donezthus : The Scrip- 
i fres,faith here clearer for a Miniſtery then for 
lp- {agiſtracy: he doth not ſay they are clearer for 
ey Jhe juſtification of the preſent Miniſtery then the 
fo Jirefenc Magiſtracy, as he would have it under- 
71 Food but for a Miniſteryza thing never yet que- 
21 Jfioned;and from hence would infinuate>that his 
ne J\iniſte ry is more clearly holden forth in Scrip= 
2d Jnre for the Miniſtery of Chriftz then our Ma- 
S; Jrbracy can be juftihed by them : which he 
S [mowing ro be altogether falſe, thought it not 
onvenient to be aſſerted in plainer rerms : the 
s [Miniſters of Chriſt uſed no ſuch ſophiſtry > bu 
*f ] honeſt ſimplicity and plainnels. w 


Concerning the invalidity of Succeſſion, 


o 
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5 And whar if he could prove a better title by 
> | acceſſion» tohis Miniftery, then any King on 
Earth can to his Temporal Crown? it would be 
neither a juſtification of his Miniſtery, nor any 
impeachment to their Dignities ; for Magiſtra- 
cy may be true by Ele&tion, without Succethon; 
anda Miniſtery falſe, though true by Succeflt- 
on, For the grace of the Miniſtery of the New 
| Teſtament, was not intailed, either upon the 
| Apoſtles, or other of them, as they were Mint- 


| ters, but as they continued faithful cohim thar 
{ent 


: Fe... XI. 
= Pp "2M I - 
I Ire wee nee gray ee mas 4 
s 


(64) 
ſent them. Ir was a truſt committed to them 
1 Tim. 1. 11,12. and had not the promiſe ef 
Chritt's preſence any longer then that cruſt wi 
performed by chem > Mat. 28. 20. Teaching 
them to obſerve all things that 1 have commanded 

Jou;and la, I am with you alwayevento the endif 
the worldzelſe not; as is clearly implyed; At.z6, 
I 6,to the 21, 2 Tim. 2.193520 21.n07 any los 
ger were men to adhere ro them, I Tim. 6, z, 
4> 5. and hence 1s that charge and caution 91. 
ven to Timothy, 1 Tim. 18. 10. 2 Tin. 1.12, 
14-2 Tim. 4.5. 1 Tim. 6.123 20. Inculcated; 
P12. upon the conſideration of the revolr of 0- 
thers from the faichful diſcharge of the Miniſtry, 
1 Tim. 1. 19320, 2 Tim. to. 15. 2 Tims 4.10) 
1416. Andthereforez if £{r« Baxter could 
infallibly prove his Miniſtery derived from 
Chriſt himfelf in a Succeſſive line, yer unleſs 
he conld alſo by the preſence of God bearing 
witneſs ro the faithful diſcharge of his Mini- 


ftery, and thathe hath nor as others Apoltated 


therefrom to vain jangling, 1 Tim. 1.334; 
> 6, nor with Demas forſaken Chriſt andem- 
bracedthe world, or as Hymenews and gAlex- 
ander 5 made ſhipwrack of faith and a good 


conſcierice ; his Miniltry, notwithſtanding the | 


right derivation of it , would be alrogether 
fdonbrtul and uncertain, 


Co 
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ſe of | Concer 127 eAlre Baxters calling to has Mn 
Wal Jer jo and bow the true Church and e Mum: 
bing | ters are to be known. 
770 
def] 15% next thing offered by 21r. Baxter to 
26; | prove himſelf one of Chrills Miniſters's his cal- 
M1. | 10g thereto, which 1s either from the Commiſ- 
3 honers of Stare appointed for Tryers, whereun- 
oj» | (Ohe would have all men to conform, Sheet,x. 
2, | 74ge £2. orelle from the conſent of the people 
d; | 2tche Pariſh, where he is a Minilter, which he 
g- | fAlth, are 2 true Church, Shezr, t. page I Je 
4/7 To the firit of theſe there 1s bur lictle requ- 
oy. | fedfor anſiver ; for if rhe approbation of States 
d | were to be taken for a ſure rule ro know a Mt- 
n | alter of Chrilt by, then there were none orher 
5 | to be found in all rhe world ; for whetier ut be 
o | in Span, Jraly, ©'c. or in Turk. y, there are 
. | not any publick Miniſters, bur what have the 
{ | approbarion of the State, where they are Mi- 
; | niſters, 
. | Secondly, Bef&cs,it 15 well knownz that the 
. | intereſt of States is to preſerve their people in 
| | peace, and ſecure therr remporal Covernment 7 
| from which grounds, and the conſideration of 
the temp2r and difpoktions of the people, they 
oftentimes hold themſelves neceflitated ( pre- 
ſervation being above all Law ) to eſtabliſh 
things contrary to their own mindes> to pleale 
them : hike as King James the lalt of Scotland 
ad the Pres yrerian Government, being over- 
awed thereto by an nnruly Clergy, anda ſedu- 
ccd people : and upon this ground » Prlare 
= o4\e 


—— 


(66) 
cave ſentence againii Jetus Chrift, th 
3- Morcoveraic was prophetiedsthat Kings and ay 
Rulers being themſelves ſeduced by falſe Pro 
phts, ſhould deliver up their Kingdoms to the 
power of the Beat, untilthe trne that Chrift * 


ſhould cone and take to hiniſelf his SICAt pow- W 
er and Reign : the approbation of States i» 
therefore, cannor be adwitred as an intalliblee. | © 
\1dence of a ttue Miniitery of Chritt , nor any : 
Other, then of a Minitter of State ; which title | : 
If Ar. Baxter will be pleaſed to own, it isnot U 
denyed hin. K 

Seconaly, To his calling to the Miniſtry £7 


by the Chrilitans of the Pariſh, where he is 
Preacher j #/ 
Lit £1 Cs s 
e 7: That this 15 nenth2r any infillible | 
AM2NOuiration of a true Miniltter of Jeſus Chrilt; | 


For all are nor C:rittions that are called Chri- | ® 
{:11ns, no more then they arc Chrilts Minittery, y 
thatare called fuch : thy of his Pariſh per- £ 
n2p3, beleeve the DoEtrine that he reacheth | : 
then, tobe the Goſpel ; andfiom thence he | * 
calls rnem Ch;iitans, and they 291m, call him | ” 
a Minter othe Goſpel. Bur what if his Do- | s 
E&t:ine be nor the Goipel of Chritt > bur that | : 
he and they be both muttoken ? then is neither : 
Fo he 2 Ninitter of the Goſpel of Chriit, nor they s 
£ C:.nitan belecvers:; . 


I will -r1cfly tlate his DoArine, as it may be 
coll-&ed our of his Books extant> viz. God by [ 
N13 Teverl-d will, would hae all men oo be {1- 
ved, } nt by his ſecret Will woulZ not ; having 
by his Erernal Decree reſolved thatonely a | : 
ſrallre1:nanrof mankinde ſhall be ſaved ; tor : 
them 


G7 
them he gave Chriſt to die, gives them faithin 
him, jultthes them trom their tins, and will olo- 
ifte them : bur the great body of mankinaehe 
hach deligned ro be tormented in Hell-fire ; 
vaich by his providence - he will inevicably bring 
to pals : notiirhltanding inthe preaching of 
th: Goſpel he ofteretiz then his Son ( who dy- 
ed not for them )) calleth rhem to repentance, 
fairh, Cc. yet by ht: providences according to 
his ſecret Decree, blindeth their eyes, hard- 
neta their hearts, lelt ar any time they ſhould 


beleeve and repent;which is 1mpoflible ro them, 


betng by nature ( CONIng out of e Adams loynss 
which chey could not help ) dead i# treſpaſſes 


{ and /ias, and therefore as unable ro beleeve 


and repent, as fora dead man ronte and walk : 
and ar the latt day, will condemn rhem for their 
bns and 11;penttency » the neceflary efteets of 
lus oivn predelitnation , and molt pleating and 
acc2Ptable rohir. Is rhis» rhink we » the Go- 
ſpel of grace, that brings ſalvation to all men ? 


* "0 


Tit. 2.11. Was ever any opinion either a- 
monelt the moitignorant Heathets, oroflettior 
Moii [uperititious Idolarers, or any other fort of 
men whatſoever, thar preſented Alvighty God 
to mankinde ſounlike limelts as this Doctime 
doth ; not onely as an enemy to thein, bur rhe 
worlt of enemies that ſecretly works their e- 
ternal ruine-when he ſpeaks them moit ſair,and 
pretends moit good will towards them 3 Makes 
them wicked, and condemns then for 1t ? The 
Deyils Tenpracionsas they teach may be Cil= 
covered and retiſted, and the miſchief thereby 
indeavoret againſt men prevented ; bur God's 
8 2 Pe- 
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Decrees and Providence are [o 1Mmutable hat 
Ley CaANtLOL he relil: d: : anc yel the Dev 111 ISO 
be hated and abHorred for 11% wiles and prati- 
ies; d ur God loved 201d ONGC ured 5 whoſe ſe- 
C ret workings anc practiſes are much more P2r- 
Nitious 9 us, according © this mans Goſpel: 
and thus ate the people by the Doctrine taught 
to hate God, and flie from him» who both in 
IC SCHIprures >and in his Creation is rendred to 
nder all the appellations of love and G00(- 
3 1m2Qinable ; 1lluitrared to us by Chrilt,in 
CAHate $5. 44245 I ſay nato you, ( faith he ) Love 
Four eaemiess bleſs them that curſe yourdo « cds 
then that hate you;pray for them that deſpiehifuly 
uſe you & pes ſecnte ou: as ? that ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in Heaven; for he 
raketh his Sun to riſe on ws evil and the oood:and 
ſendethrain on the juſt and on the nt;: uſt. What 
would Chriſt have men to underſtand by this,but 
that God is goodkindpitifulnerciful;& full of 
forgiveneſs rowards all mankind, rhe worſt of 
chenev en his ene Tmeslecking byall cood means 
to reclaim and reduce them, from their evil and 
unjult living, ro the likenets and {\militude of 
himſelf? So that of all the Opinions in Chritten- 
dom or ellewhere, there 15 none ſo unlike rothe 
Golpel, according to that gencral we have of 1t 
In the Scriptures ; {fo monttrous; nor {0 1ncre- 
dible as this Presbyrerian Goſpel : and yer 
muſt be more precious then the blood and ves 
of all the P<Ot le where they are Minifters ; 
won ( 1t they could accompliſh it ) they 
would dc! roy as Rereticks,for Oppoling Its 21r. 
haxter nolds1t as jult as Gods proceedings ac 
1 of+ 
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che laſt day againlt the wicked 1. Sheet,p.1 6.3 
9q;_ [bad groundto aflert a Miniſter of Chriit or the 
Golpel fron. Butthis,and all other firange Do- 
trines and worſhips 11 Chriſtendom, and under 
the Turkiſh Dominions or whereſo:ver for- 
h: | metly che Goſpel was truly preached and be- 
keved, have been introduced, either through 
{ the 1gnorance or malice of thoſe men thar have 
61 ken upon them to be Teachers of Chrilitanity, 

by their pertwadiny th2 people to b2leeve, that 
theſe true for; © chÞe Minitierys and the Gol- 
pel given Þby Cli.itiz were not to be regarded ; 
and by this means» made way for theinſelves, 
and the entertainment of rhetr Do&rines, and 
opened the fſluce to that horrible inungdation 
of errors, wherein the world hath been drown- 
ed this many hundred years. And as char Do- 
| (trine of Chrut , had it been taken heed nntos 
would have been an in: incible bar againlt all 
| decetvers, and rhetr permcous Doctrines ; 10 
Will it be the only eficaual means to ſuppreis 
them, and to deliver our ſelves, ati all otter 
men our of their ſnares, 
Burt that we may come to a nght underitang- 
ing of a tru: Chrithan Church » and of Ar. 
| Baxters calling, which he ſuth» he recerved 
| from ſuch ; we ought roconfider the words of 
Chriſt, iz Mar. 16.1718. Theſe fg 1:5, {Q1tl) 
Chriſt, ſhall follow them that beleeve » &c. {ir 1) 
name they ſhall caſt one Devils, they ſhall ſpear, 
| With new 10g125, they ſhall take up ſerpents * and 
if they (hall drial, any deadly things it ſhall zot 
hurt them ; they ſhall lay hands onthe ſick, and 
| they (hall recover, Lc here are the bens of a 
Ea. E 2 true 
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true Church ; for 1t1s nor here ſaid, Theſe fins 
(hall follow him , but themthat beleeve , \ to 
wit ) the Church or Congregation of belee- 
vers ſhall hi\e thoſe Signs, diicrlly diltribured 


amongltthe menbers thereof ; by which means, 


each one ot them in particular » becoms a mem- 
ber of the true Church of Chriltt. 1s the 
Chn:ch from which © Ar. Baxter received his 
Mimi tery, a Chruitan Chuichs ac. or !ing to this 
characte: g1\en in Scripture rhereot ? Itrow, 
not ; becaule none of the fignes of th: Mem- 
bers of this Church are ſeen in him ; which 
would 1:0: franſcendently appear, wete he ſo 
ordained ; beciuie the chietelt of the Members 
thereof vere choſen ro the Paitors Office the 
would r! en fully and infalibly anderitand the 
Goljclot Chit, upon which the Church was 
founded, andby which the Goſpel was main- 
rained uncil the Apolitacy from the fair: , 1n re- 
ſpect whereot, it 18 called, T he pillar and ground 
of truth, 1 Tin. 3.15. and would Uo by rhe 
power of God oiven to him, be able as a Mint- 
|ter thereof to convince the world, that its 
the Goſpel that he preacheth, as the preachers 
rhercot always did : his Church and: Minittery 


are alike, bur neither like ro Jeſus Chrilt'ss as | 


doth appear, by 1 Cor. 12.7, 8, 9 ©'c. The 
rant: eſt ar107 of the Spirits v5 grven to ever } one 
to profit withall : for to one ts grven by the Spirit 
the word of wiſdom ; to another, the word 0 
knowledge; to another, faith ; to another the 
gifts of healing ; to another » the workzng of mi- 
racles ; to another, Propheſie ; to anther, dif- 


cermug of Spirits ; to another, arvers kinds of 


tongues, 


I 
| 
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tongues ; to another, tle interpretation of tongues. 

But all theſe worketh oz and ihe ſume Spirits di- 
v16Ing to every one ſeverally as he will : and thas 

were they all bap:ized into one body by one Spirit. 

And thus ſeverally each one of the:n was torm- 

ed, anc became a true Member, and joynrly 

became the Body or rrue Church of C riit : 10 
that where theſe gifts are wanting, the eflentt- 

al and formal parts of a true Chuich are wanr- 
ing. And God hath ſer in the Church, fir/t A- 
poſtles 3 ſecondly, Prophets ; thirdly, T eacrers; 
after that, Airacles, ( or Powers; ) then gifts 
of healiag ; helps , Governments, diver ſines of 
Tongues, as the undoubted mark, whereby men 
might undoubtedly know the true Church and 
Minittery from the falſe , ro rhe end of rhe 
world, and to ſhe were true worſhip and 
worſhippers are, to whom they ſhould reſorr, 
and joyn themſelves, among whom God would 
be found , where the rrath 1s taught, and the 
power of God manitelily actuating it 1e!s. Hence 
we may ( nay > we muit and ought to) con- 
clude, where theſe fignes are not» God 1n any 
Goſpel adminiſtration 15 not 3 theres no juit- 
fication of worſhip, nor worſhippers t9 mens 
neither che Authority nor power of Chrilt, nor 
true worſhip of God) 18 amonglt them ; nor are 
they to be adhered or reforted to, as any true 
Church of Chrilt. Theſe gifts are ſigns, and 
theſe Gions are nor £6: them rhar bleeve, bur 
for then that belzeve not, 1 Cor. 14.22. SO 
that whil:t chere areunbeleevers to b2 convert- 
ed, rof2 fions are 25 nzceſlary as ever. Ana 
it 19: 10h be a true Church of Chit wich- 
i NU 
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out theſe figns how would poor people be de- 
luded > by looking for*theſe f9ns which God 
hath promiſed ſhould adherero true beleeve ers 
Churches and Minittery, whereby they might 
be known from rhe falſe ; and afterwards cake 
them away, and never tell them that he would 
do fo ? 

Bur God never appointed atty thing for mens 
obſervation » bur it he abrogared it, he gave 
them as certain knowleds thereof, as he did at 

the firſt appointment of it ; as we may obſerve 
by his abrooarion of the Jewiſh worſhip and 
Ceremonies : for otherwiſe men thereby 
would be at an uncertainty in the perfor- 
mance of their obedience to him>neither know- 
ing when they obey or diſobey. Therefore un- 
il ſuch time as Chrif ſhall o1ve us asclear an 
evIdence, that figns ſhall nor © follow thoſe that 
beleeve in his name, as at firlt he did, that they 
ſhould , we are not to be removed from that 
Doctrine firſt delivered tous, neither by gAv- 
ge!, Gal. 1,8. Spurir, word, nor Epiſtle, 2 Theſ, 
2.2. remembring rhe nuſerable end of the Pro- 
pher, who having received a commandment 
and order from God) ſuffered himſelf robe ſe- 
duced from his obedience to its by another Pro- 
phet, pretending to him the word of the Lord 
for the Contrary» 1 King. 13. 17» 185 with 21, 
2.2. and they that ſhall goe about ro periwade 
us, that thoſe ſigns that Chriſt promiſed ſhould 
follow thoſe that beleeve in his name, ſhall nor 
follow them, may with as good reaſon perſwade 
us, that ſalvation pro! niſed to beleevers, ſhall 
a0r folloyy after beleeving ; the one being pore 
| miſec 
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Inied no more then the other, nor never fo 
nkbly performed as rhe other, nor the promiſe 
hereof at any time retracted by God, more 
hen che other. And God that pronounced 
fiim accutſed , that removed his Neighbours 
Jand-mark ; whar will he ſay ro thoſe that po- 
Jinckly ſhall endeavour ro remove the marks of 
qe Church & Miniſters rhar Chritt gave chem, 
fo drttinowſh them from all ocher Churches 
$:nd Minitters that are nor his, and cauſe men 
Jiereby to imbrace the falſe for the true, andrto 
[un 1nto Idolatry, andall kinde of falſe worſhip 
{runawares ? thoſe men act the part of Jerobe- 
19 that cauſed Ifracl ro fin : but let them be- 
{Marc. 


Ar. Baxters Doilr ine not confirmed by 
F 1 TY cle So 

Having, as he would have ir thought, ſufhct- 
ently proved his Miniſtery, of himſelfhe makes 
ind anſf\vers ſeveral fri\olons exceptions againſt 
ct Bur amoneft the number there are rwo 
which are not 1o ſlightly to be paſſed over as he 
 yould have them : the laſt of them falling into 


this place ſhall be firlt anſvered. He ſtates It 


thus : Toru work 0 miracles to confirm your Do- 


| (rize + He anſwers, Io neither need wes it 25 


; 


confirmed long ago by miracles. 


| 3. thatis, could not certainly know him to be- 


eAnſw. St. Paul ſaid, No man could ſay Jeſus 
nas the Lord, but by the Holy Spirit, T Cor. 12+ 


the Lord ; and what a man knoweth not, he 
cannor reaſonably affirm. If Mr. Baxter had 


been of P.ztl's ſpirits be had not made rhis an- 


{Crs 
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ſwer.Doth he here ſpeak che truth 1n Chriſt,and 
ly norz21s conſcience bearing hin witneſs in the 
Holy Gholt ? 1 fear not, bur the contrary ; and 
therefore I ſhall examine his anſwer : and firtt, 
defirero know of hin, Whether the Dottrine 
of the whole Minittery ( fo: which ne wriceth) 
was confirmed by miracles long agoes or onel 
ſome of them ? Ithe ſay, the Doctrine of the 
whole Miniſtery ; I anſwer, That 13 1mpoſlible, 
being thar concraries cannot both be rrue; and 


fore and in Coſtantines time » and long after , 
were eArians; if their Doctrine were con- 
firmed by miracles , then rhe Weltern Biſhops 
were heretical : and both Eatftern and Wekiern 
were Epiſcopal ; and if that Doctrine were {0 
confirmed then the Presbyrerian parity of Mi- 
niſters 15 Antichriittiangbeing contrary to theirs, 


Againz the whole current of the Fathers taught, ' 


that the ſouls of all men ſhall be purged by fire, 


Moul. Confeſſion, pag. 135. Now 1f that Do-. 
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&rine of theirs was confirmed by miracleszthen | 


the Doctrine of the ſucceeding Miniltery | 


preached for theſe many hundred yeers, hath | 
been falſe Doctrine , and the preachers of | 


© > thoſe that Str. Peter propheſied of, } 
ſhould deny the Lord that bought them , Or that | 


the Lord bought the world ; for except hz 
bought it,according to the Doctrine of our mo- 
dern Divines, th2y cannot poſſibly be ſaved, 
though the primitive fathers maintained purga- 
tion of fin by fire at the day of jud;ment, St: 
eAuſtine tau vht, that the Sacrament of the Sup- 
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wr ſhould D otventochildrennew born, ro the 
nd they might þe ſaved , and that they ſhould 


and 


the 


* nfancs cannot be prov ed by Scripture. Now 


Fy © If this Doctrine of Sr. Auſtine, was confirmed 
nf miracles, then Afr. Baxter's, which fiands 
Fu Fines oppoſition ro ir, was never confirmed 
Jy miracles : if 1t were, Sr. Auſt; was igno- 
4 Jant ofir; and ſo one or the other of theſe have 
xeached falſe Doctrine. Bur ſuch like inſtances 
{rould be roo many here to recite : ! will there- 
ſore come neerer h ome:and ſeeing that by this 
b/ 

Ji appearsthe Doctrine of the whole Miniltery 
/snor confirmed by miracles, if any ac all bez 
{it multi nzeds be onely a part of them : and then 
\ {[defire ro know of him, which partir 152 whe- 

itherthe Popith or Proreitanr 2 Not the Popiſh 
ure, ( though they agree with him in all the 
* Thndamenrals of his Relioion, contained in the 
{three Creeds, viz. the A poſtles Creed , the Nt- 


' ene Creed, and the PSr-4-” an (reed : For how 


© then can the Pope be Antichritt, and his Mini- 
- ery Antichrittan ? Is 1t the Proteſtants then 
| that he means ? bur they being hkewiſe very 
| different in their DoCtrinesz alle of them cannot 
' befoconfirmed : I mult therefore 1ntrear him 
' toinform mes which ſort of theProteſtants Do- 
| Qrine it is, that is ſo confirmedby miracles , 
Whether the Lutheran, Calviniſtical, Socinian, 
| Arminian, or gAntinomian ? The Lutheranand 
| Socimian, I know he will deny» becauſe he help- 
ed to rread down the Biſhops, who were neer- 
et to hin then Lather ; and Mr. John Biddle 
was thought worthy ro be baniſhed) for hold- 
ing 


a» we 
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ing with Soc:z745 : well then > 1t 15 either the 


Presbyterian » Arminian » Or eAntinomian ( if 
Ay. Baxrer ſays true ) whole Doctrine 1s con- 
firmed by miracles ; bur which of theſe I know 
nor, for they are all contrary one to the other, 
and that in rhe moſt principal points (| as it is 


conceived ) of {alvarion : for the Arminay | 


/ : 
reacheth, that Chritt dyed for the whole body 


of mankinde , and that through obedience to | 


him (which they allo may reaſonably perform) 


chey may all of them te ſaved. The other, in | 
dire& oppoſition hereunto, reach, Tiar Carift þ 
dyed but for the fnaller part of mankinde, and | 


char all the ceit mult of necethry bz damned, 
God having fron Erernity to Decreed it, and 
will by his Providence etfectually bring it to 

aſs. So then, If th2 Arminia Doctrine be 
of God, the Presbyterianand eAnutinomian mull 
be of the Devil, being as contrary as light and 
darkneſs. But the Armiman Dottrines Mr, 
Baxter doth condemn, and therefore will not 
orant>that irwasever ſo confirmed ;then 1r lies 
berwixt him and the Anrizomian only : but the 
Azrntinomian above all others he chargeth with 
b2leeving 1h the Devilzthe father of hes, & not 
in God, refiing on the deceivcable promiſe of 
che Devil for their juſtification;yeazand further, 
with making the Dex il their God: See his Sarnts 
Reſt, Part 3. Chap. 3 Set. 2.1 the Margem, 
pag. 405 42. Saints Reſt, Part, 3. Seth. 13. page 
38. in the margent, Itisthen rhe Presbyterians 
or Jehn Calvins DoEtrines only, that were con- 
firmed by miracles : bur if fo , why then doth 


eAr. Baxter and the Presbyterians both Scotch 
and 


nor 
\the! 
tow 
ut 
tho 
exa 


| 


kd Engliſh maintain the Doctrine of the Sab- 
ih, contrary £o him, as alſo contrary ro the 
inion and practiſe of all the Reformed Pro- 
fant Miniſters and Churches beyond the 
25 : affirming) that the firit day of the week 
of Divine inſtitution» and tobe obſerved and 
pt holy by all Chriſtians, upon pain of dam- 
Lion ; whereby he ſends rhe other all co hell, 
Y Fichour hope or mercy, bail or mainprize , for 
0 Þiching, that it is bur a humane 1nfticution or 
) order of the Church> to be obſerved for the 
$nc of publick worſhip only , ( wherein alſo 
t | ey are to be diſpented with 1n ſeveral caſes) 
| Ftich being ended, way be imployed in the 
? Forks of their ordinary calling, or otherwiſe » 
| þ chey ſhall ſee cauſe ? See 277. Primroſe 
 IPaſtor of the Proreſtant Church ar Roaz ) up- 
" *nthe Sabbath. 
1 Andnow Mr. Baxter, Who is the Malignant 
| toainſt rhe Miniltery Ot the whole Chriſtian 
world > how few of them ao eſcape your ſen- 
| irnce of damnation 2? Sir, doe you remember 
our own inftruction, C27 thoſe that are over 
inthe Lord ? Why ten do you oppoſe your 
iefſo much againſt all of them ? doe you not 
Jonfider, thar what you do againſt rhe Miniſte- 
|y, is done again(t Chrift himſelf ? how will 
jou appear before him ar rhe laſt day ? willir 
not be more ealy for Tyre and S:doz ar hat days 
then for you ? But and if there be no danger 
towards yousfor your malignity againſt the Mt- 
mftery ; why chen ſhould others fear ? We 
thought , we might boldly have followed your 
example ; there was no danger in following Sr. 
| Pant, 


(78) 
Pan), ( your General, as you term hiM:) whatyfy, 
1s 1t netther fate forus ro fay as you lays norf,, 
do as you do , and yet your Doctrine by Min-f;, 
cles confirmed too ? Bur lam not yet ſatished (ir 
that your Doctrine 13 confirmed by Miracles} 
and therefore, pray yous let me further asks howJhe 
you will mike 1t appear, that 1t 15 fo confirm-fgo 
ed ? perhaps you will ſay that the Scriptures jer 
were confirmed by Miracles and thar your Do-f,,, 
Ctrine { being according to the Scriptures) Washe 
then confir ned allo : if this b2 proof ſufficient; Ygf 
which of all your oppotites may not as well,andJ.q 
It like manner, prove their Doctrines ( though] of 
QUItLC OPPOUTC cO Yours ) hath ben confirmed! rs 
by Miracles ? befdes > 18 it not poſllible, thitÞyg 

your Do&trines moy be falſe > although the Jo 
Scriptures be true ? there were ſome that built J,q, 
hay and {ubbie upon the true foundation , {4p 
1 Cor. 3. and ſome there were that erred J7e 
not knowing rh2 Scriptures, nor rhe powerof is 

God, ( as it ſeems you know neither ; ) and don 
not theys whole Doctrines you reject) deliver Lu 
r-eir Doctrines upon the Authority of Sctip- 4 yh 
Cures as well and as much as you ? and hathnot ! ;þ, 
one of the:n ( ro wit ) Mr. John Goodwins chal> | yþ 
lenged you, and all other the Miniſters of E- | py 

gland, ro diſprove his Doctrine by Scripture; It} na 
you can ? and why may nor he pronounce yout | þy, 

Dottrine falſe, and his confirmed by Miracles | jy, 
and be credited therein, 2s much and afloon 35 | ,,, 
you ? who can have the confidence ro thin« | 

you the only Gngular mans rh cannot be Mt- | je; 
taken, neicher in the incerpretings nor 1 Aap- | 

plying of the Scriptures ? if there mo * R 
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Matsfpubt of your a} 1lities, there may be doubt of 
Nour fidelity : but you have given us juſt cauſe 
2, doubr of both. The Brethren that preached 
nedIGrcumcition, underſtood the Goſpel atight, 
Ker did they nor preach ir atighr, bur joyned 
'OMiherewith Circumci{ion, and thereby made the 
M-KGoſpel of none efte&t,Gal.5,2.And he that well 
©Sheruſerh your two Sheets, may very well iuſpect 
%Jjou in both, were there no ocher ground for its 
"Sfhen from your concluding the Minittery of A- 
WIroltles, Prophets and Evangelitts2 to be ceaſ- 
nd; and then alleadge Scriptures and Reaſons, 
So prove the continuance of Paſtors and Teach- 
Yrs, which in the very letter andecuiry of them, 
"trore properly ſerve to prove the continuance 
he Jof Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evangeliſts ; yea» 
lt Ind theſe chiefly and more principally uſeful 
!» {1nd neceſlary ro continue > then Paliors or 
| _eachers. Whar 1s this, but to make a noſe of 
" Jwax of the Scriptures, and ro make them ſay 
and unſayzat your pleaſure? Ag11nzyou then cite 
"Lak, 10.16. to prove that he thar heareth the 
”” >whole Minittery, h2areth Chriltz in whoſe lips 
there was no quile, and who ſpake nothing but 
* | Yhat he heard of the Father ; and yer you your 
"ſelf rejett theſe Miniſters , for preaching dam- 
l | able errors and falſhood ? what is it leſs then 
t | blaſthemy again{i Chriſt ; and either ignorant- 


. 


, 


p, 
*] anddeceive the ſimple ? 


*/ Many more of theſe in}ances might be given, 
"| fir were needful : bur I queſtion nor, bur thar 

which 1s already ſaid, will ſuffice, ro let the 
4 Reader ſee, how little truſt or truth there 1s 1n 
your 


> 


 lyor malicioully ſpoken, to abuſe the innocents 
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your words; & to inſtruct you to take more heed be l 


royour pen the next Lime you Write: but if not- 
withltanding all rhis> it o_ be ſuppoſed, thar 
you are able to underttand the Sc r1ptures infal- 
libly (which is nor imaginable) and rhar you 
would rellus norhing 1n the 


conrained 3g 


cures, which we have in the Engliſh tongue, 
were. ever confirmed by Miracles, rhey being 


ſo various and contradictious ih themſelves .. 


ro each other ; and the copies our of which they 
were tranſlated, not being garhered together, 
nor ipectally owned or made 
afrer miracles Were ce : 
his Dippers diprs page 15 2. telleth usThat they 
are not to be eſteemed the word of God, any further 
then they doe agree with the Original -. and how 
lictle or how much they agree therewith, who 


can tell us ? for rhus muci we are informed, 


chat there are of thoie Originals ( as they call 
them) ſome thouſands that "aiffer eb Frokw- 0 


ther, as much or more then traaſlations doe differ | 


from them, or among ſt themſelves ; upon which 
coniiderarion (as may be ſuppoſe:?) ir was, that 
e Mr. Baxter himtelf ( in his Sawnts Reſto pap. 
2IT. of the ſixth Eaition) hath 1 > Mc iy, ad- 
viſed us> That none of all thoſe C Fi es are tobe 
taken by us for Sc "Ou ( or the word of God) 
I think he meaneth ) further then they agree 
with the Autographs, or Original Copies, or with 
ſome (opies pernſed and appr -oved by ihe eApo- 
37ics, Now it this Doctrine of Cr. Bay oh 
dls 


name of the Lord, 
bur what you &1d ſo underttand ro he therein: 
yet it dorh not infallibly ( nor fo 
much as probably appear to us3 that thele Scrip- f 
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Canonical, until ' 
and Dr. Featly, It | 


y _. j 
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ed{ be true, and hath been confirmed by Miracles, 
t-J inco what a condition of infidelicy hath he 
arf brought us ? excepr he can undoubtedly make 
1-Jit appear by miracles likewiſe, thar he hath one 
2 | of theſe Originals by him ro-produce { for his 
d, Jown information as well as ours, concerning 
n {the true word of God) which none of the belt 
of learned, eirher of Proteſtanrs or Papitts have 
- | beeri ever able ro do ( as is evident. from the 
> {pens of borh of chem, in their Epiſtles to the 
o | Reader, both before King James his Tranſla- 
d I tion ef the Bible, andrhe Rhemiſt Teſtament ) 
y Ive arein no wile to beleeve his Do&rine to be 
> Ithe word of God, nor he to be guided thereby. 
| {As for his own affirmation in this caſe, it ts not va= 
| 11d, or onght worth ; for he bearing witneſs of 
' Thimſelfs his witneſs Is not crues. except herein he 
' * mill clam apriviledge beyond Jeſws Chriſt, and 
' Imhich he himſelf will allow to none other + but 1n 
| this point above all others, he hath profeſſed 
much ingenniry, in telling us, That if he do de- 
' liver his Doftrines and the Scriptures. upon his 
| opncredit ( as the Papiſts do) then we may juſt- 
' bh call for confirmation thereof by miracles. And 
| therefore not underſtanding thar either his Do- 
| &rines or Scriptures produced by him, are any 
| herter or more confirmed by miracles, then the 
Papiſts, nor theirs better or more then his, nor 
| netther of them all ſo confirmed; we ſhall inſiſt 


b 


| upon his grant, andnot receive his Do&rines 
| until we ſee it confirmed by Miracles, or ſome 
| ſuch Divine evidence, as is ( and that by his 
' oyn grant ) abſolutely neceſlary in this caſes 
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your words; & to inſtruc you to take more hee 
royour pen the next Lime you Write: bur if not- 
withſtanding all this, 1rmight be ſuppoſed) thar 
you are able to underſtand the Scriptures infal- 
libly (which is nor imaginable) and thar you 
would rellus norhing 1n the name of the Lord, 
bur what you did fo underſtand ro he therein 


contained 3 yerit dorh not infallibly ( nor fo} 
much as probabl y appear to us that tele Scrip- | 


ences, which we have in the Engliſh rongue, 
were. ever confirmed by Miracles, they being 


ſo various and contradictious ih themſelves and 


ro each other ; and the cop1es our of which they 


were crandlared, not being gathered together, | 
nor ipecually ownedor made Canonical, until | 
and Dr. Featly, 1n 


afrer miracles were ceaica : 
his Dippers dipt> page 1» 2+ telleth us,That they 


are not to be eſteemed the wora of God, any further \ 


then they doe agree with the Original - and how 
little or how much they agree thereW1ti Who 
can tell us ? for thus much we are informed; 
har there axe of thoſe Orzginals ( as they ! Call 
them) ſome thouſands that "differ each from 0+ 
ther, as much or more then tranſlations doe differ 
from them or among /t themſelves ; upon which 
coniiderarion (as may be ſupvole:!) ir was, that 
e Mr. Baxter himitelf ( in his Sants Reſto pap. 
2IT. of the ſixth Edition) hath pablickly ad- 
viſed us> That none of all thoſe C * 's are to be 
taken by us for Sc req ( or the word of God, 
I think he weaneth ) farther then they agree 
with the Antographs or Origiaal Copies, or —_ 
ſome (opies peruſed and approved by the  Apo- 
37/es, Now it this Doctrine of Mr. Ba. _ 
)C 
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be true, and hath been confirmed by Miracles, 
t-J ifico What a condition of infidelity hath he 
ry brought us ? excepr he can undoubtedly make 
l-J ig appear by miracles likewiſe, that he hath one 
Ou f of theſe Originals by him ro-produce { for his 
d, Jown information as well as ours, concerning 
n } the true word of God) which none of the bett 
{o ] learned, eirher of Proteſtants or Papitts have 
- { beeri ever able ro do ( as is evident. from the 
e {pens of both of them, in their Epiſtles to the 
9 | Reader, both before King Jawes his Tranſla- 
d I rion of the Bible, andthe Khemiſt Teſtament ) 
y Ine arein no wiſe to beleeve his DoGtrine to be 
» Ithe word of God, nor he to be guided thereby. 
1 7 As for his own affirmation in this caſe, it ts not va= 
1 ]d,zor ought worth ; for he bearing witneſs of 
! ]himſelf his witneſs Is not trues. except here he 
7 

} 


* mill clay a priviledge beyond Jeſws Chriſt, and 
{»hich he himſelf will allow to none ather + bur in 
[this point above all others, he hatch profeſſed 
> | much ingennity, in telling us, That if he do de- 
| ler his Dottrines and the Scriptures. upon his 
| opncredit ( as the Papiſts do) then we may juſt- 
' | hh call for confirmation thereof by miracles. And 
| therefore not underltanding that either his Do- 
| &rines or Scriptures produced by him, are any 
| berter or more confirmed by miracles, then the 
| Papiſts, nor theirs better or more then his, nor 
| neither ofthem all ſo confirmed; we ſhall inſiſt 
| upon his grant, andnot receive his Doarines 
until we ſee 1t confirmed by Miracles, or ſome 
| ſuch Divine evidence, as is ( and that by his 
' oyn grant ) abſolutely neceflary in this caſes 
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An unſarttifiea Preacher how to be known, 


He ſaith» ( Sheet 1. pag. 13. ) They have the 
Spiritzand are ſoncuticd ; prove them unianGiifi- 
ed, and they will retign their Office, 

Anſw. 1. This 15 tomcwaar like ! but what 

Spirit 1s 1tz that he woula be thought rohave ? ir 
ſeems by the words of Chritt, that there are ſe- 
veral other <pirits befides his ; and ſome have 
been of @ Spirit cuite contrary to his, and have 
not known what Spirit they were of, Lak, g. 
54> 55> 56. iuch were they that would pre- 
ſently have mens lives deliroyed, becauſe they 
received not their Doctiines, when wanikettly 
declared to bu true : of hew n. uch wore con- 
rrary Spirit ro that of Chrili'*s, 1s then er. 
Baxter, who would have wens lives deſtroyed, 
for nor bcleeving his DoCt:ine ( Sheet 1. pag, 
I 3» 14+) Which netther himf2lf, nor any elle, 
coth certainly know to berine > but the con- 
traty 3 as his handling this Dectrine of the 
Minittery, compared with other his Doctrines; 
doth declare ? 

Seconaly, The Spirit of Chritt 3d lead the 
Minilery. and people , thor had it; into all 
truth, Joh. 16. 203 27. If Mr. Baxter and 
the Miniicery he pleads for had that Spirits they 
would nor as ti.ey do:contracitt themiches and 
each other in cl1 or any of the poinrs of Chiitit- 
an Rehoton ; the Miniſters of Chritt cid nor 103 
they preached all one and the ſame thine, not 
yea> Yea, and nay»n2ys for they hadall one and 
the ſave Spitit, 2 (or. 1.185 193 20. 

- Thirelys 


- 
Mer er GRE. 


| — wh 
ps v 
Ya 


FO Toes, 
haut, 
'®; 


- 
—————— AE Dn 


(83) 

Thirdly, The Spirir of Chriſt that did lead 
bis people 1nto all rruth , the- manifeſtation 
thereof was given to every man to profit with- 
all ; for ro one was given by the Spirit, the 
| $1ft of healing ; to another, Miracles ; to ano- 
| cher, Prophehe ; ro anorher,divers kindes of 


1 Tongues by the ſame Spirit, 1 Cor. 12, SOthar 


Jif 17r. Baxter had received this Spirit, it would 


if manife(tly have diſcovered ir ſelf in him> that 


] he ſhould not have needed to alleadg the opt- 
” » $ 
x 110n of the Tryers ro prove that he had 1t. 


Fourthly, If he were bur ſo jult and upright) 


as Corxel:2154 1n his fare of Genriliſm > betore 
4 he heard of the faith of Chritt, it would be well 
| { for hm, and berter for rhoſe that follow hims 


| whom he would then more truly inform then 
' he doth ; yer this would no more prove him to 


be a Minitter of Chritt then it did him» nor to 


| be wore ſanctified then he was, before he be= 


leeved the Goſpel, or had the Spiiir given to 
him. | 

Fifthly, The falſe Prophers rhar were led 
by lying Spirirs > whereby they miſled all thoſe 
thar pur their trult in them boaſted chemſelves 
to have the Spirit of the Lord, as well as the 
true Prophets thar had it» 1 King. 22+ 215 225 
2352425, If the rree may be judged by ics 
frut> er. Baxter in his Do&rine 15 gruded 
by ſome ſuch like Spicir, for the Spirir of Chralt 
5 the Spirit of Truth, Joh. 16.17. and atd lead 
them that had it intoall truth 3; nor 1nto error 
or talſhoog, for no lie is of the truth» 1 Joh.2. 
21. Travellers and Ancient Poets have fartgn- 
ed and told many firance tories, but they de- 
F 2 iivered 
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livered them upon their own Authority, which 
men may beleeve or rejett, as they ſee cauſe + but 
the charatter of falſe Prophets and falſe Teach- 
ers#s, They tell lies in the name of the Lord, they 
cone and preach in Chriſt's name, when he 
ſent them not, and cry, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
when the Lord hath not at all ſpokes, by them-they 
ſer up themſelves in God and Chritts litead, re- 
quirtng of men, upon the penalty of eternal 
pains, that honor and ol.edience to their lies 
and falſhood, which belongeth ro, and onely1s 
due to God and his Goſpel, as Ar. Baxter in 
his 4» 8> g. pages of his firſt Sheet, hat done, 
Theſe deceivers are neither tanAifned, nor have 
the Spittt : for lying, hypocritical, malicious 
Prieits and Preachers, are Þby Chrilt declared 
not to be of God, Joh. $. 42. but of their fa- 
ther the Devil, whoſe works they doz ver.q4. and 
preach ſome truth ; ſo did the Prielis ot Jero- 
boamz that preached to the 1ſraelies ; io did 
che Devil, that preached to Chriſt; and rhe 
Preachers of Circumcihon , that deſtroyed 
Chrititaniry : bur falſe Teachers corrupt them 
ſelves in whar they do know, in muſapplying 1t 
tro their own wicked ends, Juae 10. 


Tradition no ſufficient ground for true Goſpel- 


aith. 


What ſhould induce Ay. Baxter, having it 
his firſt Sheer, pag. 14. faid, thar his Doctrine 
was confirmed by Miracles long ago, and need- 
edno fu:ther confirmation ; and 1f ic were not 
bur chat he b:oughe a new Golpel, as the ay 
pil 9, 


- 


ol. INE: a. 2 


| piſts, and gave not his Dodrine upon the cre- 


] on his own credic, then we might juſtly call for 
| Miracles to prove it: and ftince this» in his [e- 
cond ſheet, page 7, tells us, that the word and 
] works of Gods mutt be beleeved upon Tradi- 
} tion. 
] What alreration is this: thar hath befallen 
! him 2 Doth he now think; char his beinga Pro- 
| teltanr doth priviledg him to be beleeved upon 
| more eajier rerms then a Papilt ? why the Pa- 
1 piſts Coſpel 1s nor neFin his own opinion, nor 
11s Mr.Baxters old ,but in his opinion: and the 
| dehivering rhe Scriprures ( as they have been 
| commended ro them by Tradition ') and he de- 
liveri»g them no otherwiſe ; why ſhould his 
' Goſpel or Scriptures be beleeved upon Tradi- 
ion, and the Papitts not wichour Miracles ? his 
| Author iry being no more certain then thers z 
(namely ) his own opinion, and humane Tra- 
dition, why ſhould not they be beleeved upon 
Traditions without Miracles» as well as he; or 
otherwite Miracles be required of him as well 
as of them ? 

Bur what doth he inrend, when he ſaith, that 
we muſt beleeve the works and word of G6d 
upon Tradition ? doth he mean, that we mult 
beleere all rheſe Scriptures to be the word of 
God, and the things recorded therein to bz his 
works;thar have from the Prnmitive times been 


| ſoeſteemed ? into what a perplexity rhen will 
this bring us 2 Becanſe then, according to Eu- 


ſebius, lib. 3. chap. 22. we muſt beleeve the E- 


P:He of Clement, of Paul ro the Laodiceans » 
| F 3 the 


] dic of the Sriptures , bur Scriprures and all up- 


CS OGEE 

» 6 $ . 
COS bo ig? 
oO OT TRY 


LOO ODT, ma 


% «db; >a oO 
= ERNEST: .. 


Too 


TR PPCAEr 
- . u > ans, 
4 Bam 
JHminn nam 
. ® 


«nu 2h, A 2s 


PCR 


— rr 


MF. mm 


the Acts of Paul, the Revelation of Peter, the 


Epiſtle of Barnabas > the Doftrine, called, the | 


Apoitles, the Book called Pitor, all of them to be 
the word of God ; they having been lo received 
by che Churches : and on the other fide, npon 
the ſame Authority, Lib. 3. chap. 22. We muſt 
rerect as Apocryphal, the Epiſtle of James, the 
Epiſtle of Jude, the. ſecond of Peters the 2. and 


3. of John, ad the Book, of the Revelation of 


John. How 1mperfect and uncertain then, 
mult needs the Chriitian faich hereby be ren- 
dred ; the firit fort of gheſe Books being lot, 
and cannot therefore bz underitood or had by 
us, and much of our faith being founded upon 
the latter, which are declared nor to be au- 
thenrick ? 
2Gdes rhis > there 1s another perplexity 
which this Doctrine doth bring upon us; thar it 
will never ſuffer us to be ettabliſhed in our 
faich, as Chrittans, who were to forſake all 
that was precious to tnem 1n this world, even 
their own lives forthe faith, or as thoſe that 
will be aflured char their obedience 1s accepta- 
ble ro Godas 1t ought ro be ; for whether I be 
guided by the greater or by the lefler number 
of reports, or mens teſtrmnomes, I mutt of ne- 
ceſtiry remain very doubrful and untarisfied, 
If we ſhall receive theſe Scriptures to be the 
word of God, that are atrefied to us by the 
oreater nunber, then we mult receive with the 
Papitts, wao are the grearer nnmbers the Vul- 
ear Latine for the word of God ( which in tne 
Epittle before the R hemiſt Teſtament, they lays 
they received of St. Jerome ) which 15 nor by 
| rhe 
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| greater number, and tollow the lefſer ( to wit) 
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the Proteſtants only charged with a multirude 
of corruptions and forgeries ; but the Papitts 
themſelves » for the nocorious corruptions 
contained 1n 1ty have ſeveral ti:nes cauſed it to 
be corrected; and yer afrer all,we have bur their 
wh word for the truth of its and that we had 


| whul{tic retained thoſe co:rupcions, wich ſince 
they have reje&ted andcalt out ofit ; and chere- 


fore, wy may we nor {:iil ſulpect 1t to be as 
corrupt as 1t was before 2 Neither 15 the multt- 
tade of voyces, a ſafe rule to determine and 
judge the truth of God by. For, the whole 
world wondred after the Beaſt » and worſhipped 
hm, Rev. 13. And broad ts the way that lead- 


 eth to deſtruition, and the greateſt aunber of men 
walk there, Marth. 7. 1f then we reject the 


the Proceitants, and wich chem embrace the 
Greek, Copy for Gods word ; taeſe the Papilts 
do not only aftirm are infinitely corrupted by 
Hereticks > but the Procettants rnemfel-es do 


likewiſe ackn owledee them to bz ſo nn i:<tons 


' and contradiciious » in and to th-mizlves , 


that they cannot poſſibly all of then bz held 
for the word of God, nor (as M7. Paxrer 1n 
bis Sarats Reſt before cired, rexcheth ) ought 
any one of them to be beleeved tobe the word of 


God, fart her then they agree with the Autographs 


| or Original { 0P1es) or with ſome ( opies that were 
| peruſed and writtes by the Apoſtles. 
' where is the mans or men it the worlds that are 
' able ro give u3a convenient aſturance of any 
" ſuch Copies ? 
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in ſome things they are received,both by Papiſts f 


and Proteſtants ( who from thence derive their 


Nzcene Creed ; yet it is acknowledged by both | 
of thetnzthar ſuch Councils both have erredzand 1 


may erre being famouſly known to the world, 
by that dire& oppoſition berwixt the two Conn- 
cils of Nice and eAremmum, the latter conclu- 
ding with eAr:u9 againſt the Divimty of Chriſt, 
tne former according to Athanaſius in his 
Creed, And whar error 1s holden' to be fo 
or0js that hath noc been juſtified by General 
Councils ? Their conclugGons therefore can- 
nor be allowed for a ſure ground of faith. The 
Council of Laoaicea, as Rogers in his Articles 
ſaith , reſolved the third and fourth Book of 
E/aras, with others» to be Apocryphal : burif 
the Churches, our of which the particular Mem- 
bers of rhis Council were gathered, knew not 
certainly which of the Scriptures they hadwere 
the word of God $ how is 1t pothble rhat che 
Covncil, wirhout the infallible Spiric ( which 
Councils had not, as is manifelt by their errors 
and concradiciions ) ſheuld know them ? 
Cone we then' to the' reftimonies of patrti- 
cular men concerning the Books of Scriprurez 
as Ar. Rogers in his eg Articles, 7. pag. 33. hath 
_ collected them forth of Exſeb:a, Irenam Au- 
ſine, and cthers : Some ( 1aithhe ) of all the 
Evangeliſt, have allowed only Matthew ; others, 
«ly Luke ; others only John ; ſome accepted only 
ef the Acts of the Apottles ; others, of all other 
Books, rejefted the (aid AQts ; ſome, of all the E- 
piſtles of Paul » have taken only the Epiſiles to 
Timerhy azd Titus to be Canonical ; ſomes as A- 
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wrryphal, refuſe the Epiſtle to Philemon, and 
that of the Hebrews, with that of James, Johns 
1:1d Jude, and others before mentioned. 
| Ifirtbe ſaid, Theſe were Hereticks ; Idemand 
Jthen» who they were that did ſo declare them, 
Jand by what Authoriry ? and whether they 
[that declared them to be Hererticks, would nor 
]be eſteemedfor ſuch rhemſelves,were they now 
{in preſent being with us 2 will any -man con- 
+clude, thar che Antmomians do make the Devil 
their God, and truſt in his dece;veable promiſes 
Ifor their ſalvation, becauſe Mr. Brxrer and thoſe 
\ of his opinion do fo publiſh ? by the lame reaſons 


[then they mult judge the like of Mr. Baxrers yg 


'and thoſe of his faction , 1f the Antiromians 


{ſhould ſo charge them : there is no certainty 
{therefore ro be had, touching the Scripturess 


from the Opinions of particular men. 
Ms. Baxteras a man contrary in opinion to 


ll theſe; pleaderh for the Divine Authority 
neither of one Book of Scripture nor other, but 


| for the things that were by Paul delivered to Ti- 
' mothy before many witneſſes ; this he inculcateth 


GE ER EN 


' 1 bus 2/Sheet, pag. 37» 16. from 2 T:m. 2. 
' 2. the words are theſe, The things that thou haſt 


beard of me among many witneſſes, the ſame com- 


; mit thou to faithful men wha ſhall be able to teach 


wir PLE. 5 


others > Mark (ſaith h2) it% the ſames and 
mt anew ; Andthar he had heard from him 
among many witneſſes, and not as received im- 


| mediately from God : andothers were thus to 
receive it down from T mothy. mY 


Aoain{t whom doth he here make war ? who 


| Ever {aid> that the ſucceeding Minilters ſhould 


preach 


$.. oye et "es W3 2 Ts PS. 7; 
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. toevidence the truth : and therefore Godby 


K 
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preach an} other Goſpel, then that which wasſhis' 


at firlt preached) 


bur that ( which he defresyor 


ro have marked ) 1t be the ſame, not a new ; Theſ: 
add, nor a part » and part kept back , nor thefken 
whole with any adduion z not a mixedone/like ker 


thar waich the talſe Teachers delivered to the 


Galatians, Which mzaae the Goſpel of Chriſt of none | 
effett; and therefore ( My. Ba. might as reaſona- | 


bly have urged that it was nor his firſt and ſe- 


coad Epittles which he wrote to him, nor thoſe | 


which he wrote to other Chrittians, But the 
ſimple, pure, and intire Goſpel of (hriſt, which he 


had heard preachea by him among many witueſſes, \ 


2 Tin. 4-T O. that he was to commit to others, and 


which was to be delivered down from Timothy, : 
nor in Writing, but as 1t was by Par delivered ! 
enyed, ' 


ro Timothy, by preaching : If this be 
chen I demand, by whom) and in what Book or 
Books 1t was written» and ro whom the ſame 
was committed ( ſeeing thar neicher the Scrip- 
cures nor our Eccleſiattical Hiſtories, do make 
any mention thereof) and where the ſame 1s 
now to be found, or how it ſhould be known by 
us from all other Scriptures extant, ifany ſuch 
were now 1n bing? the Apoltles were ordained 
for Chritt's witneſſes, Att.18. 22.45 33. Liths 
24, 43. and Chriltt was Gods witnels.; he was 
born, that he ſhon/d bear witneſs tothe truth and 
therefore witneſſed A good confeſſuon before Pou- 
tis Pilate, Jon. 18.37. 1 Tim. 6. 15. yet Was 
neither his verbal witneſs for the Father, nor 
the Apoſtles for hin ( without the witneſs of 
God witneſſed with them ) thought ſafhcient 


his 
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 Wasfhis power did, and promiſed, that thereby he 
res yould always tothe end of the world bear wir- 
3 Thheſs rh-rero, CAMark 16.20. upon [11S C\ 1s 
the (e:.CC 1d J imothy, © and ail beleever 5 at fir [t, LO. 
like fceive the truth ; and thus was it to be delivered 
the Jowns and likewi!- was ( as 15 moſe probable 
zone until che purity of the faich was lor! ;NCce WICH 
n4- | IPates Quetiion co Chit, what vt truth ? hath 
ſe- ſoften been asked, but could never be refolved 
ole Iby any. 
the } But Mr. Baxter, wh en hy Scriptrate he hath 
he Iproved what at any ti: Ne Was or ſhould-be » he 
es would have us tO thinks \ he Hath-then prov ed 
24 {what is and mult be : becruie 7 /morhy hadthe 
y> ;Loſpelz and was to cont it to others, and 
2d {they againto thoſe that ſhould ſucceed rhery ; 
m therefore they ado, and he hath received it 
from them 5; as well migat he afirm, rhat be- 
: cauſe all Chrittians were to keep and perſevere 
- '1n the fatth,rhereſore all thoſe in ea ard not 
e turn away from the fairr> nor Hjwercns and 
$ DPhiletus, make (þ: pmrach of faith and a 790d con- 
/ "ſcience; nor Demas forlake Chi trift and embrace 
| (the world ; nor beleevers an rned away from 
the truth unto fables ; nor that from amorn ſe 
| themſelves grievous wolves ſh 241d arite, noi Ir pa- 
' | ring the flock, ; nor that after avi ez mea ſhould 
| wr abide ſound Doltrine » but heap wp 10 themu:- 
| ſelves Teachers accord 5 tO ther OW 77 {:; 7g £91097 
| that there ſhould be a det parture from the fa th, 
and mer given up ts ſtrong acinſiors to belteve 
lies 2 whatſoever he can pron ve rhe Minitters 
of Ch:1it were and did dos that we mult beleeve 
| hin to bz, and taar he coth thi e {amethough 
| tN:IC 


093) * 7 
there benomore likeneſs or fimilitude betwixef#* 
them, then there is berwixt Chrilt and Bel;a!;F 
becauſe they were Chriſts Embaſladors, andf* 
preached his Goſpel, therefore he 1s ſuch alſo, f* 
andpreacherh the Goſpel : and then al ſuch pl 
15 and ſo doeth every man elſes that hath bur 
the confidence , or rather impudence foto 
ſpeak. | Pp 
 Burto proceed ; Mr. Rogers in his Arti- f 

cles afore cited, ſaith, We doe not judge the | 
Scriptures tobe Canonical, ſo much becauſe | 
learned and godly men have and doe fo alloy ] 
them (for he knew there was as learned and 7 
godly, as they,did difallow many of them ) but | 
becauſe the Hly Spirit in our hearts doth teſtifie | 
that they are of God. | 
This learg9ed man hofds tradition roo weak *';* 
authority , to prove the Scriptures to be the 
word of God, and therefore he rather adheres | 
co the Teſtimony of the Spiric in his heart 2 on 
the other fide, fr. Baxter in his Saints Reff, 
part ſecond, pag. 206. diſclaims the Spirits 
reaching as inſufficient in this caſe,and adheres 
to. Tradition, as a better and more certain evi- 
dence of the truth, then rhe other ; for he 
ſaich, That he hath ſtill known thoſe that pretend | 
to the moſt ſtrongeſt Revelations of the Spirit, to |. 
have proved the moſt wicked deluded perſons i | 
the end, | hy | 
And indeed, if the pretended Spirits teach- 
ing ſhould be allowed for an evidence of traths 
then all or moſt of che contrary S2&s of Relt- 
£10n in the world, mult alſo be allowedro be 


Divine ; yea>thz Church of Rome her (elf: for 
[Na 


, wo 
» 4 
4 
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vie pr Church, and all other ( or moſt of them ) 
ral. lay great and ſpecial claim co that reaching: 
andÞut that they ſhould all, or any of them be 
Iſo, $=e> and alſo contrary to each otherzis impoſ- 
uch ble. 
bur 150 that here we ſhould be ar as grear a loſs and 
) ro Jnceſtainty as we are at by the rule and gmde 
#f Tradition, which as we have ſeen; giveth us 
zcicher che certainty of the Books of Scriptures 
zor of the true number of them, nor of what 
fucth is contained in them we doe imbrace » 
Fhether from the Greeks or from the Larines $ 
ad Ju ceacherh us plainly, that each patty accu- 
4; 4h the Scriptures that the other receiverh,and 
fe wi of them again apart, acknowledgerh their 
wn Scripture to be corrupt,and that they have 
{ certain rule or Original copy,to diſcover what 
noſe corruptions are, rhat we may ſhun them 
tar che very original authority it felf;to wit,Fa- 
ters and Councils, from whom we prerend to 
z trive what we have, were not at any certainty 
r agreement amoneſt themſelves, in waat We 
:ceive from them, nor are credited by us , to 
k right in thoſe things, wherein they did moſt 
 .Oncur. 
/  Infallibility being loſt, Chriſtans were pre- 
} 
; 


tm 
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'kntly nor at an uncertainty only>concerning the 
Divine Authority of the Scriptures» bur allo in 
lche principles of Chriſtian Religion, as rhey 
ire now celivered to us : for Origen, as we are 
aught, who lived but in the Second g Hye after 
Chriſt, a man much honoured for his parts, Ne:- 
ther acknowledged hell; nor eternal fire ; but 


\beld, that both Devils and witked men, ſhonld af- 
| gr 
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ter 4 1;me of puroation by fire, be certainly ſh 
ved + and: [chogoh thar the Fathers did nor 
wholly comply with him in all this : yetu ntilf 
St. Anſtias tity who lived about the S:xthF 
eAge atrer Chnitz the molt famous of all off 
all of "THe to Wit, Tertullians Lanitanting I 
reanans, F/i - lay hryſoffome; Barnard, with o-f 
thers:; Held ! prrg ations all Souls by fire At : the day 
| of Judgne:: * #161 which TAE they taught, That 
the dead ; hey ſuffered pains nor received plea-) 
ſures, and that inthe Bs times prayers ought} 
alwas s to be mac, e for them «© See Moul. Confeſ, | ; 
of the Chriliian FaithzPas 0.3 965:0 399. 7ertul-! 
lan in bis Precrip. Chap. 44. who lived about 4 
Orioens tixezreporieth, That there weremtheſe} 
days, ſome that did raiſe the dead, heal the ſich] 
cry thiros to come + but they were then e- | 
ficemed Hereticks, though more probably, they } 
were the only ſnall remnant of truc belcev CIS» | 
calc our by the greater nu"? ber of the Apol: tare | 
Chtiillians 3 Of the jr followers. In rhe nexts 
Age following » Socrates 1 his Ecclefrafit- ! 
cal Hite: y » irs forth into what tad diltra- | 
tion and confution the Chrift were then fal- | 
len, [ 
Lib. 2. chap.29. The E fan ſch hes of the } 
(onncilof Sirninn went abit ro abrogate their 
old Creed, and to fe, 2b1:jh uvew Fs of Cath ; 
cae was exhibited inthe Greek 10:09 e) by Marcus 
Biſhop of Arethula 5 wo other in the Latine 
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a IA little after that, he writes that the Biſhops 
norfſemble in S1rmium, miſliked themſelves with 
are form of faith laid down 1m the Latine tongue ; 
ptr after the publiſhing thereof, they ſpied contra- 

ictions therein ; wherefore they went about in all 
\ 1. Juſt #0 call wall the Copies. ge Afrerwards he 
0. #formes northar the Emperor commanded that the 
lay Council ſhould be e191ded into two parts, the Bi- 
har Wups then preſent to aſſemble at Aritminum 4 City 
-;. Italy, the Biſhops of the Ealt ro meer at Nico=- 
rh pecta a City im Bith.ynia ; but his purpoſe took. 
rc Ipproſperons ſucceſs, for neither of the Councils 
ul. Agreed amore themſelves, but were divided into 
ur $10dr y fattions. 
ſe} in Chap. 32. He further proceeds , having 
;,, fun over at length ( faith he) the contuled 
o. ſrulritude of their Creeds and Forms of Faiths 
&t us ence again repeat the number cf them : 
$. Lfrer the (reed that was laid down by the N1- 
ro ene Council, the Þiſhops formed two others at 
ir Antioch, when they :ſſembled at ihe Deatcation 
i. of the Church : theghird was maas 1a Frances 
1- y the Biſhops that were with Narcitius, exhibited 
j. the Emperor Conſtantine + the fourth was 
ſerit by Endox1us throughout Itgly * three were 
fe (publiſhed in writing at SUmMMuMN » whereof one be- 
ir [2g g/orionſly intitled with vames of (onſuls, was 


's ISeleucia,avd procured to be read by the complices 
ve If Acacias * the ninth was givea abroad with ad- 
,, [ations at Conſtantinople, wierenito was annex 
7 ledybat theneeforch there ould be wo more mention 
= made 0; the [ ubſt ance or ſubſiſreiice of God, 

 Afontzin his Contetiicen atorecttieds makes? 
on 


 Jread 12 Ariminum : the ergth was ſer forth in 


a 


rehearſal of many flrange particular differen- 


ces among thoſe famous men, called, The Pri 
mirive Fathers of the Church. Arnobizs, he 
ſaith »> taught » that God was not the Crea- 
ror of Souls, and rhat the Souls of the wicked 
ſhall be redaced to nothiag. .. 

Irene taught That the Souls ſeparated from 
the body, have hands and feet : Juſiine c Mar- 
77 taught that God ar firlt gave the Sun to be 
worſhipped : Athenagoras, that ſecond mar- 
Tiage 15 but 4 hand 018 kind of exerciſe of adul- 
ztery - (hryſoſtom call'd it fornication : Igng- 
t1445 that to fai: On Saturday or Sunday, 18 to 
be a martherer of Jeſu C brift * Jerom calleth 


marriage it ſelf, az unchaſte ſtate of life, andan 


1910miny> and that the fruit of it 15 death. Ter- 


zHullian Was a © Montanſt ; Cyprian, an gAnabap- 
tiff ; Hillary maintained > (hrift ſuffered no 
pain, andthar he did nor eat becaule his Body 
had need of ſuſtenance, but only by cuſtome. 


Then he proceeds and notes the hor contenti- | 


ons that were amonelt them:Every man knows, 
ſaith he, the conrenrions*rhart were between 
Chryſoſtome and Epiphazixs ; the diſputes be- 
tween Cyril and Theodoret ; the ſharp Epililes 
and full of gall, of Sr. Jerome ro St. Ant in ; the 
differences again,berwixt Aut :in and the Greek 
Farhers of his age , concerning Freewil, Pre- 
deſtination and Perſeverance : bur he that wall 
have aclear mirrour of their diſcords}. ler him 
compare the Commentaries of St. Auſt; upon 
the Pſ[a/ms, with thoſe of St. Jerome , and he 
ſhall ſcarcely finde them ro agree in two verſes 
Logethcre : 

| Not- 


Cd 


4 eter ed? 


ily 4 Alla 
ren 4 Notwithſanding all chis diverſity of opinion, 
Pr;. {and diſcord in and about Religion , yer are 
| hef/2ole dayes wherein it happened, clteemed(and 
rea 4n0r unworthily) the molt pure; ſince the dayes 
Joi che Apoliles, 

For after this, aroſe the new Church of Rowe 
- {VbIch hath introduced by little and little, a 
_Imulcitude of new opinions, more then ever was 
\ be $ieard of before in the former rimes, ( rowit ) 
TranſubFt antiation;the Sacrifice of the Altar for 
the Irving and dead,the Adoration of Saints and 
Angels, a preſent Purgatory, Tadulgences, Ab- 
ſolution of fins by the power of the Keys , an, Vn- 
th (erring and Tufallible Spirit, for the Interpre- 
', {ting the Scriptures , and declaring the Truth : 
and yet the chief of that Church, namely, their 
Biſhops or Popes, have been known, ſome of 


Is | Admlterers ; others, Murderers ; ſomes Blaſ- 

| phemers , calling the Scriptures a Neſe of wax, 
* Jand the Goſpel a Fabie of Chriſt ; and ſome of 
! them have been known ro drink 4 hc.:/th to ths 
Devil : ſome of their Popes have declared their 
Vulear Latine ro be authentick ; and ſucceed- 
ins Popes have cauſed it ta be corrected, for 
that iccontained many great corruptions : both 
theſe were not infallible. The Greck, Church 
fince alſo, hath fallen into a multitude of ſeve- 
ral Se&s of Religion » which cauſed the lare 
King James ( and that very wiſely ſure ) in ms 
Baſilicon Doron, to 1mpute the [terility fallen 
upon the Holy Lad » to its being burdened 
with thoſe ſeveral forts of (hriitians. Beſides 


| ; A 
| theſe, Geographers tell of another fort of Chr1- 
| Finns 


thera to be Conjurers ; ſome,Sorcerers ; others, 
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fſt:ans 1n Egypt, called Copries, and another ſort 
in Erhiopias called Abyſſenes. 

Since theſe » of latter dayes hath aroſe the 
Reformed Proteſtant Chrittians, who have in- 
rroduced ſeveral other opinions, contrary both 


tothe Fathers, Church ot Rome, and the Eaſtern 


Chriſtians, about which hath been occakoned 
great (irife and variance) 1n all or molt parrs of 
Europe ; conſilting not onely in bitter in- 
vectives,but ſometimes allo in bloody war with 
ſeveral kinds of death and rortures> inflicted by 
ONe party» as opportunity hath ſerved,upon the 
other. Lather no ſooner fell toul upon rhe 
Churchof Rome, but all Germany was diſquie- 
ted : the Romane Clergy briſled, fearing a rent 
In Chrilt's ſeamleſs garment» which by all the 

1eans they could invent » they endeavoured 
to ſave whole : Joh» Hs and Jerome of 
Pragne tney burnt in the fire ; but chis would 
nor terve the turn, for the Proteſtants 1ncreaſ- 
edapace-and in a few yeats, grew intoſeveral 
Sects of Cariftznity, as CalvimSts, Armimans, 
Socmanss, Antinomians , Browni Sts, Anabap- 
ziſts : the Epiſcopalmen in England, fell in with 
Calvin in his Predeſtination, and all his other 
Doctrines, tuneable upon that ſtring ; but they 
liked nor his parity of Prietthood ; orhers whol- 
ly received him, except in his opinion of the 
Sabbath : theſe latt8r fall foul upon rhe Bi- 
ſhops ; bur the Biſhops being gor into the chair 
with the great State-haminer in their hands, 
they firſt with a full mouth, pronounce all cheir 
diſſenting Brethren » erronious, heretical and 
blaiphemers, and then forthwich knock _ 
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all under their feet ; an Arabaprit they burnt 


| in the high-way co Newigton, ſeveral Baow- 


nitts chey hanged ar Tyb&urzand elſewhere ; 0- 
chers rhey ttifled in their priſons ; ſome they 
drove into corners , and orhers they ſent into 
extle from their families & relations: theſe Bre- 
threns they again fall upon each other as dange- 
rous deceivers;the Lutheran againit the ({ alvin- 
/tzrhe Calvinſt againſt che Arminianall of the! 

upon the Sorinian, and rhele all again upon the 
Anabaptist ; but the Claſſical Presbyrer being 
more ſubtle and fierce then all kis fellows > 


2s a 
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watching his opportunity againſt the Epiſcopal 


{ men, and having eſpied it, he ſmiles upon his 
perſecuted Brethren ( whom he hates in his 
neart) gains their afhiſtance againſt the common 


Enemy,the Prelatical men , tugs them out of 
their chair, ſeizeth upon their thing called Jzs 
Divinum Epiſcopiyblors our their names-and in- 
ſerts their own into it > and ſo make it Jus Di- 
vinum Presbytery ; and then clapping upon 1t 
the fign of the Fiſher-man, they boldly, by ver- 
tue thereof, and in oppokition to the Stare 1t 
ſelf, approached and attempred the very chair, 


| With all the Ponrificaliry appurtenances » and 
' urenfils whatſoever thereunto belonging ; and 


had obtained it , but that C44r. Le. otherwite 
ſurnamecd Toh Buck -C annony a Scottiſh mans 
his foot {lipt : fince which miſcarriage, Deme- 
trins like , that loved the pre-eminence, and 
being reſolved to have it, they have advanced 


themſelves upon their Tiproes, a5 high as polſi-" 


bly they can > and thereby pearking up their 
heads aboye all their Brethren, the Elder as 


"© well 
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well as younger » they make ar them all the 
blows that either the lengrh or ſtrength of their 
arms-and advantage of their ftanding, will en- 
able them ro ; throwing alſo in the faces of 
allof them, the fire of hell, far more hot and 
burning in many degrees then that in the 


Popes Purgatory that will not comply with 


them in theſe rwo fundamentals, 

Firſt, Thar their new gotten thing, called, 
Jari Drvinum of Presbytery, was lately drawn 
up in Heaven ; and that it's fign the Fiſher man, 
ro be St.Peters ſeal, (which 18 as incredible that 
they ſhould ſo ſoon obtain it, and none afore 
them, for theſe 1558. years, could poſlibly by 
any means procure it) asit 15to beleeve, that 
eMabomet in leſs then half a nights time went 
co Heaven, and fetcht from God Almighty the 
prayers of the Saints, as it 15 1n the latter end 
of the g Alcoran declared he did. 

Secondly, That will nor run when their 
Saints-bell calls, and with fear, reverence, and 
attention > receive all their words , not as 
the words of 1gnorant men ( ſuch as wereall 
the Fathers, Councils and Chrittians, beſides 
themſelves in all ages and Countreys , ever 
ſincez or neer about the time that Sr. Paulloſt 
h15 head ar Romezunto this preſent, ( bur as 1t 15 
zndeed;the Word of the everliving God : thus 
they pray. But ler God be true, and every 
man alyar ; my faithis weakand fails me , in 
| both theſe Articles of their Creed : What ! 
that they ſhould be truezand all that have lived 
afore them » and do now live with them , be 
found lyars!rhey the true Shepherds: & all other 

men 
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men theeves and robbers ! I cannor beleeveir, 
nor can they or any other inform mez how it 
ſhould be ſo : we know, that thoſe that are 
emoſt neer ro the Snnat the going down > can 
better diſcern by the dim rays of it what it is, 
then thoſe that are remote from it :and there- 
fore a man might imagine that Or:zez and thoſe 
Fathers that lived fo neer to the time of the 
pure light of the Goſpel, ſhould be able to 
give a better conjecture what it was then theſe 
our Claſtical Rabbies, or any other whatſoever 
now among us, that live at ſo a great diſtance 
from the glorious Sun-ſhine of ir : but if that 
cheir light chen was darkneſs, how great mult 
outs now needs be ? 


The PrieSts of the Law were not infallible CMim- 
SFers, nor to be credited by the people, upon 
their own bare words, without further 
evidence of the truth of 
their Doltrines. 


And therefore, whereas My. Baxter in his 
Second Sheet, pag. 6. ſaithzthey kept and taught 
the Law, and wrought no Miracles ; it 1s 1tt- 
tended by him, for a deluſion to us, thereby ro 


| Infinuate a perſivaſion inmen, tharthe Goſpel 


hath alſo been preſerved , and that ir is and 
hath been raughe truly by him and others, 
though they work no Miraclzs. Bur if the firſt 
were true yet the latter would nor follow 3 for 
there is greater probability rhac the Prieſts 
ſhould preſerve and teach the Law, then that 
Chriſtians ſhould preſerve the Goſpel, by rea- 

G3 ſon 
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ſon that they had all che helps and advantages 
afforded unto them, that could be required to 
that end, wich Chritttans had not ; therefore 
chis inſtance 1s alogerher 1mpertinent. The 
Priefts, they had the Law delivered to them in 
Writings Which was commutted to the. Ark, and 
the Ark ro themſelves, into Which no other 
man m1ghr ſo much as look, nor touch 1t with- 
out danger of death, 2 Sam. 6.6 7. thelr per- 
ſons alſo were under the promite of God, and 
the protection of a State for their {afery , fo 
chat ic was impoſſible for them. bur to keepthe 
Law, without their willful default. 

But che Goſpel had none of this provifion 
made forirs ſafery, nor for theirs to whom ir 
was committed ; It was dehivered into no 1a- 
fer cultody, then the breaſts of a ſort of poor 
naked and helpleſs men, expoſedto the rage and 
fury of a mercileſs world, without the lealt pro- 
miſe of ſecurity, either from God or man ; the 
Prietts obedienc2 pronuſed him peace ; the 
Chriſtians obedience perſecution with the ha- 
tred of all men > for Chrilt's and the Goſpels 
ſake, who ſhould caft our their yery names for 
evil, Luk, 6. their promiſed portion wass that 
thy ſhould ke hated by their neereſt friends 
and relations, &c. the father ſhould deliver up 
the ſon, and the ſon the father, and cauſe them 
to b2 pur rodeath , rhey ſhould be delivered 
np to King: they ſhould caſt them into pri- 
fons, to be ſcourced, tormented » and put to 
death. | 

By what means then, ſhall we ſuppoſe the 
Cofpel ſhould be long preſerved ? ſhall we ſup- 
poſe 
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| (103) 
poſe taar either they that Apoſtated from it for 
che diſlike or offence they rook againlt ir; or 
thoſe that outofa harred again(t ir,put the true 
preachecs and profeſſors of it ro death, that rhey 
| would take care to preſerve it in the purity of it: 
chat 15 nor 1maginable : bur if they youldsyet it 
were alcogether 1mpollible for thetn,there never 
| being any perfect plarform given or appoinred 
{ tobe made of the Chriitian Doctrine ( as there 
| wasof the Law ) becauſe withour the neceſſa- 
ry conconutant of it, viz. ſigns and Miracles 
promiſed by Chriſt always to arrend it> to de- 
monſtrare that it was of God) it would have 
been alcogerher uſeleſs and ineffeual , as to 
| the moſt proper end and true intent rhereof, 
{| (towit) the converſion of unheleevers ; for 
| can any man beleeve the Kings Letters Parents 
robe his, without his gn and Seal, which by 
his Proclamation he hath publickly declared 
! ſhould always be afhixed to them ? and there- 
: fore the Goſpel was not conmicred rowritings 
{ but to a perſonal Miniſtery, ro whom the crue 
| figns of it, might, dic, and ſhould always adhere 
| for the propagation and vindicarion of it : It is 
- notto be denyed>but that Apoliares or others) 
might retain ſomething of the truch for their 
own finiſter ends (as S:mm e Magus 1s repotrt- 
edro do ) which ſucceeding ages 1n reſpect of 
choſe Books that were ſcattered up and down 
for many years, might in fincerity receive and 
accept for the Goſpel : for as true gold 15 not 
ro be known but by the right rouch, ſoneirher 
. could the true Goſpel be known or diſtinguiſh- 
. ed, otherwiſe then by the infallible es 
therge 


F 
; 


b 


EL 


toy $4 dh + 


(104) 
thereof, the viſible gifts of the Spirit ; which 
rhen either being wholly ceaſed, or thoſe in 
whom they were found, caſt out and rejected 
for hereticksz by the other ſorr of mifinformed 
and deceived Chrittians ; the DoErine retain- 
ed, might curranrly paſs for the Goſpel, and 1 
will not ſay, bur thole that received it in fihce- 
rity, and demeaned themſelves according to 1t, 
they knowing no better, bur that they were ac- 
cepred 1n their obedience ; for God loves the 
upright. | 


Nor did the Prieſts, notwithRanding all that | 


proviſion made for them for that end, perform 
the Law ; for in the days of Hophn and Phineas, 
both ir and the Ark were carried away by the 
Philiftizs, and had then been totally loſt, had 
not Miracle, though none of their workingzre- 
ſiored its 1347.6. And ſo again 1n the days of 
eAbaz King of Judah, the Book of the Law, 
chrongh rhe Prieſts faichleſneſs > was loſt ; 
though afrerwards inthe days of Joſiah, it was 
accidentally found amonglt the rubbiſh in the 
Temple, 2 Ki. 22.8. tothe great a{toniſh- 
ment of that good King, which by the circum- 
ſtances of thar ſtory , ſeems never to have had 
any knowledg of it,and therefore he ſent to the 
Prophereſs Hulda, to enquire what concerned 
him to do in reference to tiat Book. But at 
laſt, experience manifeſts, that rhey did torally 
ſuffer it to be loft ; yea, the Pentatench, Or 
tive Books of A79ſes, by an ordinary obſerva- 
tions app=ar not to be rhe Originals, but Co- 
Pies or exrridts thereof ; which will nor ap- 
pear lncredulous to any man » thar ſhall on: 

take 
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take a little pains, to conſider how the Scrip= 


rures do delineate and repreſent that Priefihoog 


unto us. 
As firſt of all, in the particular example of 


| Aaron, the Prince,and oreateſt of them ; a man 


that had ſeen all the wonders of the Lord 
wrought in Egypt, and at the Red Sea, ce and 
the g1ving of rhe Law at Mount Sa, in thuu- 
der and ightning and great terror, which cauſ- 
ed e Moſes himſelf greatly to fear and tremble z 
this man preſently, in the abſence of Moſes, 
made a golden calf for the people ro worſhip, 
whereby he abrogated the Law and Covenant, 
before rhe ſound of the thunder in which it was 
orven, could be well out of 11s ears ; ſhewed in 
Moſes his breaking the Tables of lone where- 
In it was written ( when he returned with rhem 


In þ15 hand from the Mount, Exed. 22. 19.) for 


which wickedneſs of his, the Lord had deltroy- 
edhim and the people with him, bur thatthe 
mediation of ſes prevented 1t, Dent. 9.21. 
nevertheleſs, though rhe Lord d1d nor wholly 
deſtroy them, yer faith the Text , He plagued 
them , becauſe of the Calf that eAaron made, 
Exod. 33+. 35. tne Priefis 1c appears, were no 
ſuch faichful Miniſters, as 17. Baxter doth pre- 
rend. 8» 

Bur in Jerem. 1.78. rhere is a general nar- 
rative given of the whole race of them, and 
of their wicked practiſes and preaching » and 
what dangerous and pernicious ihares they be- 
came to the people char pur rheir truſt in them; 
when the Lord had >ronghr them intoa plentt- 


ful Country, to eat the fruit thereof we 
c 


(106) 

led his land, aud made his heritage an abomina- 
tion ; the Prieſts ſaid not, Where t the Lord ? and 
they that handled the Law, knew him not. The 
Paſtors alſo trauſgreſſed againſt hmm, Jerem.s, 
30» 3. A horrible thing i commuted 13 the 
land, the Prephets propheſie falſly, and the Prieſts 
bear Rule by their means, and the people love to 
have it ſo, and what will you doin the ead thereof ? 
the Prieſts have ſet the Lord at nought , and 
not ſaying ſo much , as where is he ? they 
knew him not (thatis) they behaved them- 
ſzlves like ſuch, that thought there was no God, 
according ro the character of the Prielis, 1n 
1 Sam 2.12. The ſons of El: were men of Be- 
hal, they knew wot the Lord, the Paſtors rranſ- 
grefiedagain(t him they confederared with the 
falſe Prophets, to deceive the people with lies, 
and lead chem to diſobedience and wickedneſs, 
- wherein rhey were to artificial and ſuccesful; 
tharthey brought them ro delight 1n 16, though 
c< their own deſtruction: thoſe men, faith Ir. 
Baxterztaught the Law and wrought no Mira- 
cles ; beroldand judge, how well they taught 
the Law ! 

Avainzthey are further deſcribed to us by the 
Proptier Malachy, in his firt and ſecond chap- 
tors» Chap. 1. 6. A ſon honoureth his father,and 
a ſervant his maſter ; If I be a father, where is 
mime honaur ? and if Tbe a maſter, where is my 
fear?ſaith the Lord of Hoſt's, to JonyO prieft's that 
deſpiſe my name *« they ſacrificed the lame and 
ehe blinde, ver. 7, 8. they profaned his name, 
and ſaid: his Table was polluted, ver.12.and the 
fruit therecofieven his meat was conrempraivle : 


they 


a, 


i 


they departed from 
ple to ſtumble, they wearied the Lord with their 


| 


| 
| 


(r oy y | 
his wa), and cauſed the peo- 


words, Chap. 2. 17, ſaying, that every one that 
ad evil, was good 1n his ſight, and that he delight- 
edinthem : for this reaſon the Lord declared, 
that he had no pleaſure in them nor would re- 
ceive an offering at their hands, chap. 1. 10. 
but «curſed them ; yea, curſed their bleflings, 
corrupted their ſeed, and ſpread dung upon 
thetr faces,2Ven the dung of their ſolemn feaſts, 
cha. 1.14. © 2.253. 


It 15 true, as CAr. Baxter in his ſecond ſheets 
pag. 3. ſaith , their lips ſhould have pre- 
ſerved knowledge, and rhe people have learned 
the Law at their month» Cal. 2.7, $, andit 
1s as true, that Ay. Baxter ſhoula ar all times 
ſpeak rhe rrurch from his heart » without guile 
or hypocritie : but can any man from thence 
concludezeither they did,or he doth ſo do?Itrow 
not : for if ſincerity had been his guide 1n this 
point, he would and mighr with lets pains then 


he hath taken, to ſhew what they ought to have 


been, and done, have ſhewed whart they were) 


' and did doe, and have manitelied them to be 


= Tad IF - iv dope itn pt VG . 


the only deſpiſers and corrurters of the Law 
and people, and their chief leaders unto all kind 
of diſobedience: but knowing that it would 
nor {tand with his deſione to declare the truth, 
he therefore concealed 1r, and made deceit his 
refuge. 

Bur yet in the New Teſtament, we have a 


more particular diſcovery of the inſuftcieny 


and perfidiouſneſs of theſe Prielts in the things 


Io= 


| — Tick) = 
relating to God and the people : firſt, they 


| were 19norant of the true nature of the Lay, : 
and knew not what God meant, when he ſaid, 


He would have mercy and not ſacrifice z and from 
thence, they condemned the guiltleſs, as finners 
and breakers ofthe Law, Mat. 12.7. nor knew 
they, that the Sabbath was made tor man, and 
not man for the Sabbath, and therefore guar- 
rel'd again(t Chriſt for breaking of it , they 
made an Idol of it , afcribing more holineſs to 
It, thenever God gave 1c : like as do their off- 
ſpring the Phariſees of our t1me> to the great 
di{quier and diſturbance of the Nation. 
Secondly > They taught and nouriſhed the 
people in ſuperttition , to ſwear by the Altar 
and Templezbur not by the gold thereof ; to pay 
cithe of mint and annis, and to ont the weigh- 
ty things of the Law, as mercy» juſtices and the 
fear of God, Mar. 7.g,10, I11,12,z13 _ 
Thirdly, They made the Law of God voyd 
by their Traditions ; they beleeved not Moſes, 
though they pretended roreach him, Joh. 5, 


They are declared a generation of vipers hy- 
ocrites, painred Sepulchres, beautiful without» 
bu within full of all rottenneſs and exceſs ; they 
ſaw and hared both Chritt and the Father, Joh. 
T 5- 24- they maliciouſly blaſphemed him> cal- 
led hin a Samaritane, and faid he hada Devils 
a11in;pured all his mighty works ro be wrought 

by Bee/ze6:16 the Prince of Der1ls. : 
Nocowirhflanding all this, Afr. Baxter in his 
ſecond ſheet, pag. 155 16. faith » they [ate Bt 
Moſes chairz and raughr rhe truth 3 aha HY 
Yate 
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whatſoever they ſaid, was tobe obſerved and 


done ; and yet again,with the ſame breath pag. 


15- he faith they corrupted both the DoErine 


prefident he alleadgerh , 1s rojultifie his own 
Miniſterysand it was well choughr of by him ; 
ler him rake it > like to like , or bur very little 
difference : he would (it appears ) have us to 


and worſhip of God : itis nothing ( we may 
obſerve) with him ro afirm contraries : bur this 


tO f think, that the Authority of e.14oſes chair, was 
ff j2 ſufficient warrant for all their Doctrines, and 
a ſure pledge to the people , that all was true 
they taid : but why then could not the 
he ! fame Authority of «Moſes chair , julitifie ,Aa- 
ar { ro, the Prieſts in Jeremy and Malachy afore- 
Ay | mentioned, and ſecure the people from Gods 
 difpleaſure thar followed them ? 
he | Theſe men-monlters,ywhen they pleaded their 
priviledge of being the children of Abrahams 
jd | Chriſt replyed 3' they were of their father the 
S |} Devil, becauſe they were lyers  murtherets; 
ſo | like him> Joh. 8. 40244. Was Moſes their Ma- 
| fter,and the Devil their father ? could Moſes 
'- | chair authorize any perſons further chen1t did 
> | authorize cAzoſes himſelf > toinvent lies and 
Y | innovations in their own brains > and im- 
2 | poſe them uponthe people, an ſtead of Gods 
- | Law? it was nor Moſes his chair» but the pow- 
> | er of God witnefſing ro him, that juſtified his 
© | Miniltery » and ingaged the people to receive 
| It, 
S | Chriltcalled them blinde guides, and inſtru- 
: | edall men tobeware of them : rhey are blinde 
? leaders of the blinde, faith he 3 and if the ow 
; GA 
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lead the bliude, they ſhall both falliato the ditchs 

Mat. 15. 14. He taught the people > that they 
compaſſed Sea and Land to make 0712 Proſelyre, 

* and thea made him two-fold more the Chulde of 
hell then themſelves , and that they ſhur the 
Kingdom of Heaven againtt met and neither 
would enter into it themſelvesnor ſuffer others 
co enter therein. 

Now if the deſfigne of Chriſt was to make 
men the children of light, of God, andto bring 
them ro Heaven ; methinks 1t ſhould never 
have proceeded from the mouth of Ar. Baxter 
a Divine, thar Chriſt appointed the people to 
follow thoſe mens teachings that he had rold 
them would lead them into the ditch of de- 
ſtruction > make them the children of hell , 
and exclude them from ſalvation : What 1s 1t 
poſſible, Sir, that Chriſt ſhould command men 
co follow ſuch Miniſters, that would lead them 
£0 the Devil, or that would teach them to cru- 
cifie the Lord of life, and fave harmleſs Barab- 
64554 thief and a murderer ? O monſtrous delu- 

fon ! | 
Now ſecinezthar ir is a molt certain truthzthat 
when God hath inftirured a worſhip for a peo- 
ple, and inſiructed them in ir, and command- 
ed them to obſerve it ; that it 1s then his will, 
they obey himrherein : Ir muſt needs be hol- 
den then, that he cannot afterwards appoint the 
ſame p2opl? to follow the guidance of any per- 

- ſons whatſoever , that ſhall either by their 
reaching or example, perſwade them to difovey 
his own Law, and to do the rhinos that he him- 
ſelf hath forbidden them : and rherefore the 
Prieſts 


th 


bs, 


[Priefts being men as ſubjeRtoerr as the pzople, 


andare diſcovered to beall along mifleaders of 
[the people, & perverters of che Law, they were 
never inftitured by God teachers for the people 
ro trult uncofurther then by ſome more infalli- 
ble means, then the words of their mouths, that 
| what they taught them, was the minde of God ; 
and therefore it was the Miniltery of the Lords 
{Prophets, approved and known to them to be 
{ſuch thar both Prieſts and people were bound 
[to obey ; and the diſobedience to thar Miniltry 
and the Doctrine atrefted thereby to bz of 
God, was that which brought guilt and deſtru- 
{(10n upon the people of rhe Jews, borh from 
[the firlt ro the laſt, which is ſer forth in Scrip- 
ture by ſeveral plain inſtances. 
| The firſt whereof 1s recorded, in Heb. 2. 0 
Io, It. Concerning the Iſraelites in the wil- 
 derneſs, With whom God was grieved, and ſware, 
| that they ſhould not enter ito his Reſt. They 
{tempted and proved him > and hardned their 
' hearts againſt him, though they had ſeen his works 
' forty years. 

A Second inſtance of the ſame narure » 15 
laid down, in 2 Kizg. 17. 115125 135 145 15» 
which is given as a general account of thee- 
| 11] demeanours of the Iſraelites, from the time 
| that the Lord broughr chem into the promiſed 
land, till he deliveredrhem into captivity, and 
| wherefore the Lord did then reje& them. They 
ſerved Idols, whereof the Lord had faid unto 
them, Tee ſhall not do this thing ; yet the Lord 
teſtified againſt Iſrael and again5t Judahz by all 
the Proph:ts and by all the Seers, ſayings Turn 
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aud Statutes, according to all the Law which t 
commanded your Fathers, and which* I ſent to 
Jou by my ſervants the Prophets + notwithſtands 
ing they would not hearken » but haraened their 
ack like to rhe necks of their fathers, that did 
not beleeve inthe Lord their God ; therefore the 
Lord was angry with I '{raet) and reietted them, 
and delivered them into the hand of ſpoylers, ver, 
I 8, 20. Whereunto may be added, that which 
15 ſer down to the ſame purpoſe> in tne 2 Chro, 
36. T4 i516. eAloreover> all the chief of the 
Prieſts and of the people tranſoreſſed very much 
after all the abomiinations of the Heathen, and 
pollated the houſe »f the Lord. eAvd the Lord 
God ſent unto thew by the hand of all his Meſſen- 
gers (towir ) his Prophets, (for the chief of 
the P:1cits inned as much as the people )- r1/ng 
up betimes, and ſending themybecauſe he had com- 
paſſion on his people, | 
Theſe two in{tances ſhew wherefore the I{- 
raclites entred not into the promued Land ; 


wherefore they went into captivity » that did 


enter. A third in{tance we have given byChritt, 
Mat.21. 235332 24» 35+ to 42. Which decla- 
reth their final and rotal ſubverſion. A certam 
frsbandman which planted a vineyard. and hedg- 
ed it round about, and argged a wine-preſs init, 


ana built a towers and let it our to husbandmens 


(rom your evil ways, and keep my commaraments 


_—_ OO 


and went into a far (ountry. eAnd when the 


time of the fruit drew meer, he ſent his ſervants 
to the husbaudmen, that they might receive. the 


fruits of it : aud the hasbandmen took his ſer- | 


4 


wants) and beat ones and killed another, and ſtoned 


ANno- 


NO 


1-36 Zu 


another. A gains he ſent other” ſervants, more 
then the firſt, and they did unts them likewiſe ; but 
laſt of all he ſent unto them his Son, (a VI4g) they 
will reverence my Son : but when the hasbandmes 
ſaw the Sov, they ſaid amongFt themſelves, This 
# the heir, Come let us kill him and ſeize on the 
inhernatce. And they caught him, and caſt 
tim ous of the vineyard, and killed him. When 
the Lord of the vineyard cometh; what will he do 


to theſe hushandmes ? The Prieſts and Elders an« 


ſwered, He will miſerably deſtroy theſe husband- 
men, and let out his vineyard to others. _” 
1. Objef#. Bur didnor the people fin in 
auſobeying ro their Prietts ? rs 
eAnſw. Yes, when by the teſiimony cf 
the Prophets, they were aflured thar what they 
taughr, was the ſure word of God, nor elle 5 
and 1o they finned aifo, when they refuſed the 
word of God , ſpokeri ro them by any of rhetr 
neighbours. Eur ſeeing that our faith malt be 
in God and not itt man» wholoever 15 tO us, as 
the voice or Copy,we malt be infallibly aflured 
that he 1s our Or1g1nal. 0 an 
2. Objeft. Joh. 20. 29. It 1s faid, Bleſſed 
are thoſe that beleeve and have nat ſeen, cited by 
er. Baxter to prove that menought to be- 
leeve upon tradition, Withour infallible evi- 
dence.  - 
Azuſw. The words are Chrilt's, dire&ted to 
Themas Didymnus, who would neither by the 
Miracleshe had ſeen done by Chrilt before his 
death, nor by the report of the Diſciples, who 
had ſeen him after his reſurrection, nor yet by 
ſeeing him vinbly with his own eyes. as they 
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had Tabs perfivaded, & - 4 he was riſen from 
the deadzexcepr he might ſee the print of the nayls, 


and thruſt his hand into has ſide ; w hercin though. 


Chrilt ( who never refuied ths O1VC GrisfaQion 
ro the truly (crupulous and {incere incuirer ) 
was pleaſed ro condeicend to hs We 'knefs,and 
ſarisfic himin his curiohty ; yet withal, he rold 
him> tharrhey ( to wit, thoſe of his Ditciples ) 
were likewiſe blefled, that did belecve, though 
they had not ſeen (that is) had nor ſeen the 
princ of the nails ih his hands, the woundin his 
j:des an: J pur their fingers and hands thereinzas 
he had coneÞur were ſatisfied, and did beleeve 
that he was the Chriſt of God, by the works that 
they had ſeen perfor med i him betore > R1s death> 
and thoſe other infallible proojs thor he had gt- 
vento thein of his reſurrection:to rhat the bleſ- 
ſedneſs here pronounced), refers to roſe rhat 
did belzeve in Chritt, either throuvh his own 
perſon] Minittery, or tothoſe thit afterward 
ſhould beleeve in !1m, upon the like grounds, 
chrough the Miniitery of thoſe whom he ſhould 
ſend ; ” which ſhould be of ſuch a convincing 


force and eficacy to all rhoie to whom it came 


that there ſhould nor need his perſonal pre- 
ſence; or the fight of the wound 1n fs hands, 
feet or Gdes to aflure thzm of the truth ofir; 
for as they were toreveal ut, ſo were ey alſo 
manifel Uy to confirm 1t (beyond all that could 
reaſonably be objected againitir ) with great 
and mis Works ; therefore did rhe w_— 
Mon: 3 01 CW! eels rO.mE 2: Lord Jeſus, Atl. 

and | hence: ine Galatians are declared to bef of 0's 
+ 0 be Fane &d, that they did nat belecve and 


obey 


—  — 
nes emer _ 


oe a I T Ws 


2 


—__— 


WEE. 5 9. OE S\ Q a- B20 


— — 


(] 


CLE ee neil ome nn 
_ 


obey the truth delivered to them by that Miniſtry» 


, <A Il 14% 9 
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by 
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who ſo evidently ſer forth (hriſt before them, as 
if he had been crucified in their ſight + Gal. 3, 1. 
more manifeſtation of truth then rhis,15nor re= 
quired of Ar. Baxter toatteft his Miniſtery, 
and leſs chen this cannot be the ſence of Chritis 
words to Did3m nor ſufficient to true faith. 
For 1t 15 neither the teſtimony of Prieſis,nor of 
K1ngs, nor of Councels, nor of Fathers, nor of 
Martyrs,nor of modern Divines, nor yer of 
Prophets (upon their own bare words) thar 
can afford a ſolid;ſubſtanrialzor infallible ground 
for true faith or worſhip ; for all theſe have 
very much erred, abuſed and miſled the people 
thar have hearkned to them. Some purpoſely,as 
the Prieſts of the Law, Jeroboam and the old 
Propher that deceived his Brother, 1 Kim. 13. 
I8. Some through weakneſs, as S9/omon in his 
old age, 1 Kin. 11.4. And ſome through 1g=- 
norances as charity perſwades us to judge of * 
many of the Fathers, Councels, modern Mini- 
rers, Martyrs» as Latimer, Ridly, Oc. who died 
778 defence of their prof, eſſion againſt the Papift $3 
and Barrow and Greeswood, Penry and others; 
who alſo ſujfered e Martyrdom in oppoſition tothe 
Government, Diſcipline and worſhip of thoſe Bi- 
ſhops, whoſe Government and Worſhip they held 
ro be gAntichriſtran. As many of our preſent 
Minitters likewiſe now do, who were perſecu- 
rors of the people in the lare King (harls ns 
rcion» for profeſling the opinions Winch now 

themſelves own for truth. 
To conclude therefore, Tradition in Religt- 
on evidently 15 1t that 11 all ages ever did» and 
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(116) 
Ever will decerve all thoſe rhat truſt toir ; and 
therefore Chritt himſelf, though he knew from 
whence he came, and thar his Doctrine was of 
Goc, and his Afotliles afrer him were :nfallbly 
aſtured of the cruth of their Doctrine, it being 
nothing but what they had heard and ſeen, yer 
| didneitherhenor they require credence ofany 
upon thar authority ; conſidering o, thar 1f that 
{ſhould have been ettabliſhed by them for cur- 
rant, then whoſoever after them ſhould have 
core with a Doctrine though never io falle of 
contrary to theirs,and have but deciarecs that 
It was a truth,2and no other then what they had 
heard and icen,they mult then be received like= 
wiſe: and upon th1s credulous entertainment of 
mens reports in matters Divine » the Epheſians 
(as was before obſerved ) worſhipped rhe Goc= 
dels Dians ard her image that fell down from 
Jupiter ; the Jews ceny the reſurre&tion of 
Chtiilt, 1Zabomer was reccived for a true Pro- 
phet,and his gF/cor un beleeved to be ſent down 
from God our of Heaven unto this day. 


The Miniſters of Chriſt were nt to recerv 
hire or wages for their Mimſtery they 


recerved of (hriſt. 


Yer one thing ren gas which mult not be 
paſſec by ; int Iences cauſe Ar. Baxter in hs 
firſt ſr.cet » Pare G, 7 det res» That it ſhould be 
py rhed t 6) cl! 'rLoſe "4 at call him hireling) for ta- 
king jthes for his preaching ; rhzs prattiſe of 

Lhe thinks to Jafrifies from Luk. 10« 7. 
Ar his-recu{ic 40:5! endeayor to wulcover 
the 
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(117) | 
the ſence of that Scripture, that ther:byic may 
appear, wnether n2 1ath abuſed it, or they have 
abuſed him; thar call him hireling. | 
The words of the Text are theſe, | The /a- 

bourer is worthy of his hire : ] For the under- 
ſtanding whereofwe ought to obſe: ve, I. Who 
theſe labourers were, thar Chriit ſaid, were 
| Worthy of ther hire. 2. What the work was they 
' Were ro perform tor that their hire. 2. Whar 
the hire was they w2re to receive for that rheir 
work. And foucchly, What the people were 
from whon that hr: was to he received. 
I. The labourers ir's manifert were ( not 
| a ſorr of prond 1gnorant worldlings, but) the 
| true Diſciples of Jeſus Chriitzranghr and inftru- 
| Red by hin in his Golpel, and inveſted with 
his power ro manifelt the crutn of it, and made 
' conformable to himſelf in holineſs of life, in 
| hanulicy and meekneſs of Spirit > Mar. 11. 29. 
And ſecondly » Their work aftigned them 
' was according thereto; rhiey were to preach the 
| Goſpel that had been taught them ; un reſpect 
| Whereof » inthe 16. ver. following it 1s 1a1d, 
' that thoſe thar heard them, heard Chrilt, and 
| the Father that ſent him ; they were alſo to 
| heal the ſick, ver. 9. eMat. 10. 8. Cleanſe the 

| lepers, raiſe the dead, and caſt out Devils. 
' 3. The hire they were to recetvesfor all this, 

| was neither filver> nor gold, nor apparel, but 

; only meat and drink, wer, 8. and therefore in 

' Mat. to. 10. the words of Chrilt are expreſs, 

| The workman i worthy of his meat Y neither 
| was this very meat allowed them by Chriſt 1 con- 

' Gderationof wages for their work dones out 45 4 

| > 
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( 118) : 
Ply of nature in 4 caſe of abſolute neceſſity , as is 
Clear in Mat. Io. 8. Freely you have received, 
freely give ; forthis verily was their reward, 
Char when they preached the Goſpel, they made 
It without charge, 1 Cor. 9 28. not abuſing 
their power therein, which ſerved them no fur- 
ther then as hereafore 1s declared. 

Now thata neceſlary ſupply of nature was 
all chat they were ro ſeeks evident from hence, 
thar chey were forbidden to carry abour them, 
either money, {ilver, 2old, or brats, ſcrip,bread, 
{hoes, or two coats apiece » Lnk., g. 3. Mat. 
10. 9, 10. And to vive full reſtimony to the 
world rhat their defigns were neither riches, 
greatneſs > dominion, gallantry or delicious 
feeding, when they entred into any city or vil- 
lage (they were not to inquire out the great- 
eſt Inns, the ricnett or wzalthieſt Rabbies,where 
the beſt good chear, entertainment» and large 
oifrs might molt likely be had :) but they were 
to enquire outs who was worthy (towit ) the 
ſons of peace) or thoſe that waited for redemp- 


tion in Iſrael; and into the hoaſes of ſuch, were 


to enter, not by force) for ſtaves were denyed 
them to preach the Goſpel of peace to them 
&c. which people being for the molt part rhe 
poor of the world ; for it was the poor that re- 
ceived the Goſpel, Johs 1. James 2. the belt 
entertainment thar could be expected, was ſuch 
as barly bread, a cup of water, and perhaps a 


liccle broyled fiſh, poor mens, and the Apoltles | 
ordihary food, Joh. 21. gy To. Luks 24+ 42+ | 
and yer the beſt dainties that Chrilt ar any time | 
prepar2d, when he feafted his Ditciples lumſelt; | 

and | 
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x | andwith this (or anything elſe, though never = | 
a, lo mean ) they were to be contented : let Ar. E © | 
d, | SHaxter mark this ; for inro whatſoever houſe | 
le F they catred, there thy were to abide, eating 13 
o | anddrinking tuch things only as they ſer before be | 
= them, and nor ( lice Mendicating Fryers, or 431 
| fin--nouth d Prielts,) go from houſe ro houſe E | 
is {| to tecek tor better. | 34 
£4 Now Idehre Ar Baxter, before he cites this 1: 
1 | Text agiin for hire, firit, Thar he. approve ' 
d, | bhimſelftobe one of the libourers here intend- | 
t, | ed (which he never will be ableto do ) then, {} 
ie | thathe perform their work ( which he never | 
s, | yerdid) next> thar he accept ofrhart ſupply-of : 
15 | Chritts appointment, (for which he 1s yer too 
[- | proud. ) And laſt of all, thar he ſeek ir of the 1} 
i= | ſons of peace, and not of others ( which his co- 14. 
re | yetouſneſs will not admit, ) and yer in the 19; 
xe | meanwhile until rhis be done, he hath nor the x 
e | Tealtpire nor portion in this Scripture by him i; 
ze ; alleadeed. L 


= The Scribes and Phariſees when they had 
e | heard Chritts parable in Luk. 16. inftrutting I 
d | them to be contented with a few poor and is. 
1 | mean thinos in the world, rather rhen to ſe bf 
after riches, which provoke to pride, voluptu- 
ouſne(s, covetouMmeſs and diſdain towards their 
poor Brethren ; in verſe the 14. 1t 15 ſand; 
h | They derided him being covetous * a COVCrOuS 

\- heart js like the barren womb, unſatisfied) al- 
5 | Ways cryingy Give, give ; hence it1s that 
Mr. Baxter in his firſt ſheet urgeth; Thar the 
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Ce | Fs Chriſtians gave not only the renrns, 

f, ! butall chat they had, & lid ir ar the Apoltles 7 
a | H 4 feet I 
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{eer : ſee here the latitude of is defires ; he 


illnot be content with the food, cr to feed 


with ( or like hjs ) honelt poor Brethren, as 


the Apoliles cid, or with the renth of his neigh- 
bours land, labour and increaſe, which (: is faſly 
ſuppoſed) the Prieſts of the Law had, (for the 
tywelfch part of the land was theirs by right of 
inheritance» and in coniideration of what they 
. had more, they were to perform for their Bre- 
chren the ſervice of the Tabernacle, and to feed 
the farherleſs, the widdow and the {tranger.) 
But he would have all. What Sir, would you 
have your neighbours tarn Capucheens, give all 
to youand beg'for themſelves? Ir's truezas you 
ſaysſuch as had lands and goods ſold themand laid 
down the price at the Apostles feet ; Bur what is 
this to you ? will you take upon youto be an A- 
polile ? ( which you ſay are ceaſed) thar your 
Pariſhioners ſhould ſell all they have and lay ic 
don at your feet ? any thing it ſeeins for mo- 
ney- But to be ſerious, Sir, you are a great 
Scholar and a Divine ; Ipray you therefore re- 
ſolve re rhis caſe , Whether the Primitive 
Chrittians did lay down all they had ar the A- 
poliles feer for their private particular uſe, in 
conſideration of hire for their Minittery, or for 
the uſe of others ? IF you ſhall ſay, for their 
private uſe then I pray you, inthe next place 
inform me, how it came to pals that Perer and 
Johztold the poor man that expected an alms 
from them) that fi/ver and gold they had none, but 
what they had, they would grve himfreely ; ſhalt 
we imagine that they diflembled with hims or 
that their meaning was, they had none about 
| thems 
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them, all chat th2y had was ſealed up in bages, 


and lockr up in their Treaſury ar home ? If you 


ſhall think ſozthen this will b:oec ano-her ſcru- 
ple,namely,Wnerther the Apoſtles aid not rranſ- 
greſs that plain preceprt thar Chrilt ga © rhemin 
Mat.6.19520,21.Lay not up for your ſelves trea- 
ſares on earth, where the moth doth corrupt, and 


theeves break through and ſteal. But I ſay urto you, 


Lay up for your ſelves treaſures in Heaven that 


fail wot, bags that wax not old, becauſe where your 


treaſure ws, there will your hearts be likewiſe. 

Str,- My reaſon perſvades me they were obe- 
dient to this Doctrine> becauſe Chriit was with 
them by his power, approving them to be his 
faithful ſervants, and ſo conſequently that they 
dealt plainly and truly with the poor man,vhen 
they told vim him that they had neither ſilver 
nor gold ; but if you think I am mi{ioken, Ipray 
youz in your next ſet me at r1ght; for I am fom- 
what confident in my opinion from hence) 
Thar they rold the poor man, that what they 
had, they would give freely : nowif they gave ' 
all freely that they had freely recetved of Chriſt 


( as they ought, and by their making the lame- 


o With him fora 


man whole, withour indencting 


peny for his cure, as1t ſeems they did) then ex-_ 


cept that they got it by fiſhing (for they were fiſhe 
ermen by occupation» and did ſometimes practiſe 
zt for their livelihood, Joh.21. 2 8,) as Paul did 
his trade of Tent-making, AQ. 18. 3. 8 Theſ. 2+ 
9. Icannor apprehend hoy that they ſhould 
have any money ; and therefore I ſuppoſe that 
the mcney thar was laidat their feer, was not 
for their private uſe as wages for their Mini- 
; FE Js ſterys 
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the hands of Barnabas and Saul, AR. 11. 29,30. 
Why dd you nor cite this for your purpoſe ? tt 
would have proved 1t as well : the Primitive 
Chriſtians,like ro che children of one God, and 
zrvants of one Lord, as one family of communi- 
ty lived together ( and according to the Scr1 
tures whereunto you allude ) had all things 
common At, 2.44» neither were there any a- 
mongſt them that lacked : for as many as had poſ- 
ſeſſions of lands, houſes, Act«4. 25. or goods, Acts 
2.45. ſold them, and brought the price of the 
thmgs that were ſoldzand laid them at the Apoſtles 
feet ; and dit ribution thereof was made to every 
man as they had need, Act.3.35. they parted them 
to all men as every man had need, Act 2.45. This 
Primitive practule 1 fo far from aurhorizing you 
todefire either all, or any thing ar all of your 
Brethren ( and with other then they you have 


nothing todo) that if you would indeed ap- 


prove your ſelfrobea Chriſtian Miniſter, you 
ſhould from this preſident ſell your goods;lands, 
houies ( and thoſe of your order) their coach- 
es, horſes, &c. with all other your worldly and 
eawdy ſuperfluities, the effigies of your pride, 
pomp and locdlyneſs, and humble your ſelf ro 
live at aconmon» lows equal rare with them 
2 Cor. 8.1415. ( as Barnabas the Levite did, 
whoſe ſucceſſor you would he thought ro be, 
AF. 4. 26, 27.) to ſuffer as they ſhall ſuffer, 
and not to rejoyces but as they ſhall rejoyce 
With yOu I Cor. I 2. 20s And 


_— ; ( I'2 2.) 4; | 
” Aﬀeery; andifnor, then why was this preſideny | | 
cited by-you roprove hire for your Minifſtery # | 
The Church at Antioch accordims to therr ability 

ſent relief to the Brethren that dwelt in Judea, b; 
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And your proud diſdain. oferhis, wirh your 
contrary covetous practiſes therero, doplainly 


declare you to be Minifters of another ſort and 
order then theſe of Chriit's * CAMUTTHATET S) 


5 


complaners, walk;ig after your own luſts, having 
mens perſons in admiration for advantace, and 
ruming greedily after the error of Balaam for 
reward, Jude 63 11. verſes. 

For a concluſion therefore, hear ( andb2 a 
ſhamed all yee proud coverous hirelings ad | 
eithe-mongring Prieſts) che Do&rine 2nd Pra- 
Riſe of the Minilters of Chriſt, whoſe ſucceſ- 
ſors unrighteoully you prerend your ſelves 9 

:1 have coveted(faith Paul; AQt.20.3 3 vo mans 
ſilver or gold, or apparel v. 24. Yee your ſclues, 
( namely, you Elders and Paſtors of the Church 
of Epheſus,to whom My ſpeech 1s directed, A, 
20. I7.) knows that theſe hands have mi= 
mſtred to my neceſſuties, and to the neceſſities of 
thoſe that were with me + and I have ſhewed yor , 
( even you Elders) that ſo laboring, yee onghr 
(nor onely to ſupport your _ Ss ) bur your 
wealh: Brethren lik hewiſe, as you karow T have dozez 
( not the idle or lazy ) for if any man whatſoe- 
ver of you will not work, let hins not oat : and 
this you are not bound to doe from my order 
and example onely, 2 Thef. 3. 75> 9» 10. but 
from the remembrance of the words of the 
Lord Jeſus, who faids It was more bleſſed to give 
then 19 recerve. 

All the members of Chriit's body were to 
have a mutual and Ike care of each other; the 
Apoſtles and Elders ( the chief thereof ) by 
their labours, as appears, Were to athft the more 

In- 
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-__ "the hke.loye, care and induitry, were to aut 


+aforeſaid. promiſed bleſſmg of the Lord Jeſus 
did actend and come upon them all ; ac- 
-cording as he promiſed his preſeticetohis Apo- 
files and-therr Succeſlors,. always, even to the 
EF - -end of the world, they obſerving. and teachi 

3 the.Diſciplesmade by them, ro obſerve what ſa- | 
ever he had commanded them, Matth. 28, = 
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